
MONUMENTS & MEMORY

By Martha Norkunas

MONUMENTS & MEMORY By Martha Norkunas

In 1989 Martha Norkunas relocated to Lowell, Massachusetts, the center of
America's Industrial Revolution, a National Historical Park, and her family's
home for 150 years. As cultural affairs director for the federally funded Lowell
Historic Preservation Commission, she worked with artists from around the
country to interpret the city's past. Traveling throughout Lowell, she found that
the city had more than 250 locally constructed monuments memorializing ethnic
communities, local men and boys, and many other groups. Realizing the rich
potential for exploring issues of memory and history through both the local
monuments and the federally funded public art, she began this in-depth study,
approaching it in a very personal way.

At the center of Martha Norkunas's narrative is her intimate connection to the
city through her family's rich history. She looks for the interplay of the personal
and public, singular and collective memory and history through Lowell's public
spaces, always examining where her personal memory converges with the history
of the city. A recurring theme is the notion of the insider versus the outsider--
who has the authority to speak in public and construct history? Lowell has few
monuments to women, and Norkunas explores the question of where female and
male memory intersect in public spaces, if they do at all, and how women
remember and are remembered. This unique combination of personal memoir
and professional inquiry allows Norkunas to explore the dynamics of memory
and history in an original and engaging way.
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a National Historical Park, and her family's home for 150 years. As cultural affairs director for the federally
funded Lowell Historic Preservation Commission, she worked with artists from around the country to
interpret the city's past. Traveling throughout Lowell, she found that the city had more than 250 locally
constructed monuments memorializing ethnic communities, local men and boys, and many other groups.
Realizing the rich potential for exploring issues of memory and history through both the local monuments
and the federally funded public art, she began this in-depth study, approaching it in a very personal way.

At the center of Martha Norkunas's narrative is her intimate connection to the city through her family's rich
history. She looks for the interplay of the personal and public, singular and collective memory and history
through Lowell's public spaces, always examining where her personal memory converges with the history of
the city. A recurring theme is the notion of the insider versus the outsider--who has the authority to speak in
public and construct history? Lowell has few monuments to women, and Norkunas explores the question of
where female and male memory intersect in public spaces, if they do at all, and how women remember and
are remembered. This unique combination of personal memoir and professional inquiry allows Norkunas to
explore the dynamics of memory and history in an original and engaging way.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Martha Norkunas is the director of the "Project in Interpreting the Texas Past" and author of The Politics of
Public Memory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

The book MONUMENTS & MEMORY can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a book MONUMENTS & MEMORY? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for
that, it is possible to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book MONUMENTS &
MEMORY has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Viola Waters:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this MONUMENTS & MEMORY book as this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Charles Smith:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This MONUMENTS & MEMORY can be
the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

James Jones:

You can obtain this MONUMENTS & MEMORY by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the
modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,



choose your ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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