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The second edition of the classic Jewish Views of the Afterlife features new
material on the practical implications of Jewish afterlife beliefs, including
funeral, burial, shiva, and more. With an updated look at how views on life after
death have changed in recent years, Simcha Paull Raphael guides the reader
through 4,000 years of Jewish thought on the afterlife by investigating pertinent
sacred texts produced in each era. Through a compilation of ideas found in the
Bible, Apocrypha, rabbinic literature, medieval philosophy, medieval Midrash,
Kabbalah, and Hasidism, the reader learns how Judaism conceived of the fate of
the individual after death throughout Jewish history.

While many affirm a belief in the afterlife, a scarce few are aware of where these
teachings can be found in Jewish literature. Among the topics discussed in this
fascinating volume are heaven and hell, Olam Ha-Ba (The World to Come), Gan
Eden, resurrection of the dead, immortality of the soul, and divine judgment prior
to death. Both historical and contemporary, this book provides a rich resource for
scholars and lay people, for teachers and students, and makes an important
Jewish contribution to the growing contemporary psychology of death and dying.
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The second edition of the classic Jewish Views of the Afterlife features new material on the practical
implications of Jewish afterlife beliefs, including funeral, burial, shiva, and more. With an updated look at
how views on life after death have changed in recent years, Simcha Paull Raphael guides the reader through
4,000 years of Jewish thought on the afterlife by investigating pertinent sacred texts produced in each era.
Through a compilation of ideas found in the Bible, Apocrypha, rabbinic literature, medieval philosophy,
medieval Midrash, Kabbalah, and Hasidism, the reader learns how Judaism conceived of the fate of the
individual after death throughout Jewish history.

While many affirm a belief in the afterlife, a scarce few are aware of where these teachings can be found in
Jewish literature. Among the topics discussed in this fascinating volume are heaven and hell, Olam Ha-Ba
(The World to Come), Gan Eden, resurrection of the dead, immortality of the soul, and divine judgment prior
to death. Both historical and contemporary, this book provides a rich resource for scholars and lay people,
for teachers and students, and makes an important Jewish contribution to the growing contemporary
psychology of death and dying.
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Editorial Review

Review
Jewish Views of the Afterlife introduces readers to previously inaccessible parts of the Jewish tradition. As
Dr. Simcha Raphael mines the riches of afterlife visions, he offers new vistas of hope and comfort in
confronting death and dying. This new edition's practical guidance for integrating these insights into spiritual
care with dying and grieving individuals and families is invaluable. (Rabbi Dayle A. Friedman, author,
Jewish Visions for Aging: A Professional Guide for Fostering Wholeness)

Can we imagine a Jewish Dante? Jewish Views of the Afterlife challenged prevailing contemporary
assumptions about Judaism as a religion focused on life, not death, a religion opposed to all 'otherworldly'
speculations. Now, with a second edition of this landmark book, readers can ponder and wonder afresh what
it means to accept an 'afterlife,' and how such a worldview might influence the daily lives and experiences of
those who hold it. This book is a model of how to present the richness and strangeness of a religious
tradition's teachings, to a wide audience, in a thoroughly readable style. (Lucy Bregman, Temple University)

Simcha Raphael's book presents an array of images on life after death which convincingly dispel the
misconception that Judaism lacks beliefs about the hereafter. In this second edition, a new chapter on death
rituals deepens the contribution this book makes to contemporary Jewish life. From life review and ethical
wills, to the work of chevra kaddisha, the Jewish burial society, this book provides a path for those of us
seeking to connect ritual traditions around end of life to the full spirituality of the death process. Those
working with Jewish death traditions, personally or professionally, should include this book in their
reference library. (David Zinner, Kavod v'Nichum, North American Chevra Kaddisha Conference)

Praise for the first edition:[Raphael] traces, in a synoptic style, 4,000 years of Jewish thought on the afterlife
by investigating pertinent sacred texts produced in each era. From the Bible, Apocrypha, rabbinic literature,
medieval philosophy, medieval Midrash, Kabbalah, and Hasidism, the reader learns how Judaism conceived
of the fate of the individual after death throughout Jewish history. (Journal Of Nietzsche Studies)

Praise for the first editon:Simcha Paull Raphael has performed an act of resurrection. He has restored the rich
heritage of Jewish thought about life after death that has been repressed, disdained, or ignored for so long
and he has made the heritage accessible for the first time to a new generation of Jews. (Rabbi Jack Riemer,
editor of The World of the High Holy Days and So That Your Values Live On)

Since its first publication in 1994, I have recommended this book to many students and congregants….
Wide-ranging, passionate, clearly written, and thoroughly researched…. For many readers, then, this
important work of scholarship may also be a spiritual resource. For all readers, it is an outstanding example
of Jewish religious creativity today as well as a window into a neglected and surprisingly rich theme in
Jewish religious texts. (Studies In Religion/Sciences Religieuses)

About the Author
Simcha Paull Raphael is adjunct assistant professor in Jewish Studies at Temple University, is a spiritual
director at Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, and has a psychotherapy practice in Philadelphia where he
specializes in bereavement. He has been involved in spiritually-oriented death awareness education for more
than 20 years.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michelle Curry:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Jewish Views of the Afterlife. You can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book
Jewish Views of the Afterlife. You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign
or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Kina Chatman:

This Jewish Views of the Afterlife book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this publication incredible
fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Jewish Views of the Afterlife without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Jewish Views of the Afterlife can bring when you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Jewish Views of the Afterlife having very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

James Murray:

The feeling that you get from Jewish Views of the Afterlife will be the more deep you searching the
information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book
is hard to recognise but Jewish Views of the Afterlife giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by means of anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this kind of Jewish Views of the Afterlife instantly.

Patrick Taylor:

The reason why? Because this Jewish Views of the Afterlife is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of gains than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So ,
still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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