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To Confederate president Jefferson Davis, America had no finer soldier than
Kentucky-born Texan Albert Sidney Johnston. Following the outbreak of the
Civil War, Davis turned to Johnston to take control of the deteriorating situation
in the Western Theater. With a widely dispersed and undermanned army,
Johnston tried but failed to hold the line in Kentucky and Tennessee.After
yielding Forts Henry and Donelson, and Nashville, the Confederates fell back
into Alabama and Mississippi, where Johnston rallied his troops for a surprise
attack against Federal forces in western Tennessee.

Thus far, Johnston's leadership had brought defeat and retreat, prompting critics
to call for his removal, but Davis would have none of that. Finally, in April 1862,
Johnston unleashed his Rebel army in what came to be known as the Battle of
Shiloh—the first great battle of the war and one of the bloodiest. Surprise was
complete and a stunning Confederate victory seemed likely. Johnston appeared to
be everywhere, directing the fighting and inspiring his men. But at the height of
the battle, he fell wounded and bled to death in a matter of minutes. The
Confederate attack lost momentum and eventually was halted. The next day a
reinforced Federal army drove the Southerners from the field. The battle that
promised so much ended in a bitter defeat made worse by the loss of a man upon
whom rested so much hope.

Questions about Johnston's generalship and the impact of his death have
occupied students of the Civil War since 1862. While no one can know for sure if
Johnston would have confirmed Davis's lofty opinion of him, at Shiloh, at least,
he showed great promise. As Charles P. Roland writes, "Jefferson Davis had
reason to consider Johnston his greatest general."
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To Confederate president Jefferson Davis, America had no finer soldier than Kentucky-born Texan Albert
Sidney Johnston. Following the outbreak of the Civil War, Davis turned to Johnston to take control of the
deteriorating situation in the Western Theater. With a widely dispersed and undermanned army, Johnston
tried but failed to hold the line in Kentucky and Tennessee.After yielding Forts Henry and Donelson, and
Nashville, the Confederates fell back into Alabama and Mississippi, where Johnston rallied his troops for a
surprise attack against Federal forces in western Tennessee.

Thus far, Johnston's leadership had brought defeat and retreat, prompting critics to call for his removal, but
Davis would have none of that. Finally, in April 1862, Johnston unleashed his Rebel army in what came to
be known as the Battle of Shiloh—the first great battle of the war and one of the bloodiest. Surprise was
complete and a stunning Confederate victory seemed likely. Johnston appeared to be everywhere, directing
the fighting and inspiring his men. But at the height of the battle, he fell wounded and bled to death in a
matter of minutes. The Confederate attack lost momentum and eventually was halted. The next day a
reinforced Federal army drove the Southerners from the field. The battle that promised so much ended in a
bitter defeat made worse by the loss of a man upon whom rested so much hope.

Questions about Johnston's generalship and the impact of his death have occupied students of the Civil War
since 1862. While no one can know for sure if Johnston would have confirmed Davis's lofty opinion of him,
at Shiloh, at least, he showed great promise. As Charles P. Roland writes, "Jefferson Davis had reason to
consider Johnston his greatest general."
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Editorial Review

Review
"an excellent series [that] should be in every Texas school!" -- Empire Books

About the Author

CHARLES P. ROLAND is Alumni Professor Emeritus at the University of Kentucky. His books include
Reflections on Lee: A Historian's Assessment, An American Iliad: The Story of the Civil War, and Albert
Sidney Johnston: Soldier of Three Republics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eva Burton:

This book untitled Jefferson Davis's Greatest General: Albert Sidney Johnston (Civil War Campaigns and
Commanders Series) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily
to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally
to past this publication from your list.

Donald Mobley:

The reserve with title Jefferson Davis's Greatest General: Albert Sidney Johnston (Civil War Campaigns and
Commanders Series) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-
book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Paul Dubose:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book Jefferson Davis's Greatest General: Albert Sidney Johnston (Civil War
Campaigns and Commanders Series) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart



phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Staci Luton:

This Jefferson Davis's Greatest General: Albert Sidney Johnston (Civil War Campaigns and Commanders
Series) is great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using
great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information
with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Jefferson Davis's Greatest General: Albert Sidney Johnston
(Civil War Campaigns and Commanders Series) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny
right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still
doubt that will?
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