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One of the giants of American journalism now re-creates an unforgettable
time–in which the whole world feared extinction. High Noon in the Cold War
captures the Cuban Missile Crisis in a new light, from inside the hearts and
minds of the famous men who provoked and, in the nick of time, resolved the
confrontation.

Using his personal memories of covering the conflict, and gathering evidence
from recent records and new scholarship and testimony, Max Frankel corrects
widely held misconceptions about the game of “nuclear chicken” played by John
Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev in October 1962, when Soviet missiles were
secretly planted in Cuba and aimed at the United States.

High Noon in the Cold War portrays an embattled young American presidentnot
jaunty and callow as widely believed, but increasingly calm and
statesmanlikeand a Russian ruler who was not only a “wily old peasant” but an
insecure belligerent desperate to achieve credibility. Here, too, are forgotten
heroes like John McCone, the conservative Republican CIA head whose intuition
made him a crucial figure in White House debates.

In detailing the disastrous miscalculations of the two superpowers (the U.S.
thought the Soviets would never deploy missiles to Cuba; the Soviets thought the
U.S. would have to acquiesce) and how Kennedy and Khrushchev beat back
hotheads in their own councils, this fascinating book re-creates the whole story of
the scariest encounter of the Cold War, as told by a master reporter.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"It all began with a Russian ploy worthy of the horse at Troy." So begins Frankel's account of the most
dangerous moment of the Cold War. In October 1962, two men, Khrushchev and John F. Kennedy, stood
locked in psychological combat, a hairbreadth from Armageddon. A former executive editor of the New York
Times and Pulitzer winner who covered Khrushchev's Moscow, Kennedy's Washington and Castro's Havana,
Frankel blends his own notes with the most recent scholarship on the crisis. The result is a great story, told
from different vantage points and filled with drama. While he concludes that the U.S. and the U.S.S.R. were
never really on the brink of war, Frankel constantly reminds us of how high the stakes were; the balance of
geopolitical power with Cuba, Berlin, Turkey and the solidarity of the NATO alliance were all at risk.
Kennedy is presented as the unquestionable hero in this confrontation, a man full of imagination, capable of
great cunning and equally adroit at outmaneuvering both his Russian and Republican foes. As his adviser
McGeorge Bundy once observed, "[F]orests have been felled to print the reflections and conclusions of
participants, observers and scholars" of the crisis. Though breaking no new ground, Frankel offers sobering
lessons in leadership for the war on terrorism.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
An engaging account of those six days in October when it seemed as if the world were coming to an end.
Veteran New York Times journalist and editor Frankel (The Times of My Life, 1999) covered Khrushchev
in Moscow and Kennedy in Washington, and he brings a balanced appreciation for the motivations driving
and obstacles facing both leaders as they confronted each other in the fall of 1962. Many things were at
issue, Frankel writes, but one factor was that the Soviet premier worked from a sense of insecurity: "It was to
offset a debilitating weakness, not to imperil America, that Khrushchev careered into the crisis." At the same
time, he suggests that the Soviet decision to place intermediate-range missiles in the satellite state of Cuba
was not without provocation: Khrushchev and many of his lieutenants were deeply resentful of a recent US
decision to locate Jupiter missiles in neighboring Turkey, aimed directly at the Soviet Union. Interestingly,
writes Frankel, the Soviet ploy-which would have required the presence of more than 40,000 technicians,
soldiers, and support staff-barely involved the Castro regime, which was largely kept out of the loop even as
Fidel clamored to advertise the deployment of missiles as a nose-thumbing to the hated Yanquis. Though he
growled convincingly, Khrushchev, Frankel believes, was "decidedly less menacing than the man we had all
pictured from afar"; he was more concerned with making symbolic gestures and attained face-saving
concessions than with actually touching off the next holocaust. Similarly, Frankel writes, Kennedy had no
desire for war, and-by sharp contrast with the current administration-he took pains to consider how European
and Latin American allies would view his actions. They rattled sabers with not much intention of using them,
and in the end, Frankel holds, both leaders "found it useful to exaggerate the danger they had surmounted"
for political reasons, though it did neither any good. A crisis, then, but less dangerous than we thought. A
useful corrective to the historical record by a trustworthy narrator. (Kirkus Reviews)

From the Inside Flap
One of the giants of American journalism now re-creates an unforgettable time–in which the whole world
feared extinction. High Noon in the Cold War captures the Cuban Missile Crisis in a new light, from inside
the hearts and minds of the famous men who provoked and, in the nick of time, resolved the confrontation.

Using his personal memories of covering the conflict, and gathering evidence from recent records and new



scholarship and testimony, Max Frankel corrects widely held misconceptions about the game of "nuclear
chicken" played by John Kennedy and Nikita Khrushchev in October 1962, when Soviet missiles were
secretly planted in Cuba and aimed at the United States.

High Noon in the Cold War portrays an embattled young American presidentnot jaunty and callow as widely
believed, but increasingly calm and statesmanlikeand a Russian ruler who was not only a "wily old peasant"
but an insecure belligerent desperate to achieve credibility. Here, too, are forgotten heroes like John
McCone, the conservative Republican CIA head whose intuition made him a crucial figure in White House
debates.

In detailing the disastrous miscalculations of the two superpowers (the U.S. thought the Soviets would never
deploy missiles to Cuba; the Soviets thought the U.S. would have to acquiesce) and how Kennedy and
Khrushchev beat back hotheads in their own councils, this fascinating book re-creates the whole story of the
scariest encounter of the Cold War, as told by a master reporter.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bertha Costa:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This High Noon in the Cold War:
Kennedy, Khrushchev, and the Cuban Missile Crisis is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Bryan Foxworth:

The reserve untitled High Noon in the Cold War: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and the Cuban Missile Crisis is the
reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of High Noon in the Cold War: Kennedy, Khrushchev,
and the Cuban Missile Crisis from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Charles Whittaker:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be High Noon in the Cold War: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and
the Cuban Missile Crisis why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.



Kevin Pennell:

You will get this High Noon in the Cold War: Kennedy, Khrushchev, and the Cuban Missile Crisis by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on
your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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