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From one of America' s most celebrated poets, Nikki Giovanni, comes this
poignant collection of poetry that celebrates the simple pleasures of everyday life
and the bonds we share with those closest to us.

“This slim volume delights on every page. There are stories, imaginings,
whimsy, and startling images which provethe poet’s power and her
command of language . . . Anyone with a love of language will be delighted
with thisbook and the continuing publication of America’streasured
poet.” —San Francisco Book Review

The poetry of Nikki Giovanni has spurred movements and inspired songs, turned
hearts and informed generations. She's been hailed as a healer and as a national
treasure. But Giovanni's heart resides in the everyday, where family and lovers
gather, friends commune, and those no longer with us are remembered. And at
every gathering there is food—food as sustenance, food as aphrodisiac, food as
memory. A pot of beansis flavored with her mother's sighs—this sigh part
cardamom, that one the essence of clove; alover requests a banquet as an
affirmation of ongoing passion; homage is paid to the most time-honored
appetizer: soup.

With Chasing Utopia, Giovanni demands that the prosaic—flowers, birdsong,
winter—be seen as poetic, and reaffirms once again why sheis as energetic,
"remarkable" (Gwendolyn Brooks), "wonderful" (Marian Wright

Edelman)," outspoken, prolific, energetic” (New York Times), and relevant as
ever.
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From one of America’ s most celebrated poets, Nikki Giovanni, comes this poignant collection of poetry that
celebrates the simple pleasures of everyday life and the bonds we share with those closest to us.

“Thisdlim volume delights on every page. There are stories, imaginings, whimsy, and startling images
which provethe poet’s power and her command of language . . . Anyone with a love of language will
be delighted with thisbook and the continuing publication of America’streasured poet.” —San
Francisco Book Review

The poetry of Nikki Giovanni has spurred movements and inspired songs, turned hearts and informed
generations. She's been hailed as a headler and as anational treasure. But Giovanni's heart resides in the
everyday, where family and lovers gather, friends commune, and those no longer with us are remembered.
And at every gathering there is food—food as sustenance, food as aphrodisiac, food as memory. A pot of
beans is flavored with her mother's sighs—this sigh part cardamom, that one the essence of clove; alover
reguests a banquet as an affirmation of ongoing passion; homage is paid to the most time-honored appetizer:
soup.

With Chasing Utopia, Giovanni demands that the prosaic—flowers, birdsong, winter—be seen as poetic, and
reaffirms once again why sheis as energetic, "remarkable" (Gwendolyn Brooks), "wonderful" (Marian
Wright Edelman)," outspoken, prolific, energetic" (New York Times), and relevant as ever.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

With nearly 30 books for children and adults to her credit as author, and another half-dozen or so as editor,
along with astately list of major awards and honorary degrees, Giovanni has long been aforce for literary
exuberance and social responsibility. In her latest accessible, teasing, and poignant collection, she offers
straightforward, plain-speaking, sneakily resonant poems, many in prose form. Giovanni remembers her
grandparents and the joys of simple pleasures: food, Sunday mornings, driving cross-country. She looks back
to her childhood and first literary stirrings, and to her return, as a published poet and mother, to take care of
her parents after her father’ s stroke. When she describes the labor involved in scraping off layers of old floor
wax, she cues us to reflect on how the past shapes and nurtures us even as we must free ourselves from its
smothering accretions. Giovanni also reminds us that “Loveisaskill;” then, in “When the Girl Becomes a
Poet,” she celebrates the opportunity to “be atruth giver / contribute / something beautiful and useful to the
world.” --Donna Seaman

Review

“Giovanni has long been aforce for literary exuberance and social responsibility. In her latest accessible,
teasing, and poignant collection, she offers straightforward, plain-speaking, sneakily resonant poems. . . she
celebrates the opportunity to ‘be atruth giver / contribute / something beautiful and useful to the world.’”
(Booklist)

“This slim volume delights on every page. There are stories, imaginings, whimsy, and startling images which
prove the poet’s power and her command of language . . . Anyone with alove of language will be delighted
with this book and the continuing publication of America’' s treasured poet.” (San Francisco Book Review)

From the Back Cover

Nikki Giovanni's poetry has spurred movements and inspired songs, turned hearts and informed generations.
She's been hailed as a healer and as a national treasure. But Giovanni's heart resides in the everyday, where
family and lovers gather, friends commune, and those no longer with us are remembered. And at every
gathering there is food—food as sustenance, food as aphrodisiac, food as memory. A pot of beansis flavored
with her mother's sighs—this sigh part cardamom, that one the essence of clove; alover requests a banquet
as an affirmation of ongoing passion; homage is paid to the most time-honored appetizer: soup.

With Chasing Utopia, Giovanni demands that the prosaic—flowers, birdsong, win-ter—be seen as poetic,
and reaffirms once again why sheis as energetic, "remarkable” (Gwendolyn Brooks), "wonderful” (Marian
Wright Edelman)," outspoken, prolific, energetic" (New York Times), and relevant as ever.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tiara Arnold:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Chasing Utopia: A


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Hybrid? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Raymond Blalock:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be consider whenever
those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Chasing Utopia: A Hybrid as the daily resource information.

Paulette Preston:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Chasing Utopia: A Hybrid can be good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Jesus Curry:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book iswritten or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. On
this modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for you. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Chasing Utopia: A Hybrid when you necessary it?
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