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This new collection by Billy O'Callaghan explores everyday existence in the
aftermath of cataclysms both subtle and overt. The characters who populate these
stories are people afflicted by life and circumstance, hauled from some idyll and
confronted with such real world problems as divorce, miscarriage, cancer,
desertion, bereavement, and the disintegration of love. The book suggests that the
human heart boasts extraordinary resilience. We bear the guilt, sorrow and regret
for the things we have lost or given up, we seek the light, and we endure. These
thirteen stories attempt to illuminate the darkness.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Billy O'Callaghan was born in Cork in 1974, and is the author of three short story collections: 'In Exile' and
'In Too Deep' (2008 and 2009 respectively, both published by Mercier Press), and 'The Things We Lose, The
Things We Leave Behind' (2013, published by New Island Press), the title story of which was honoured with
the Irish Book Award for Short Story of the Year.

Over the past decade, more than seventy of his stories have appeared in a wide variety of literary journals
and magazines around the world, including: Absinthe: New European Writing, Alfred Hitchcock Mystery
Magazine, the Bellevue Literary Review, Bliza (Poland), Confrontation, Crannóg, the Fiddlehead (Canada),
Hayden's Ferry Review, the Kenyon Review, the Kyoto Journal (Japan), the Linnet's Wings, the London
Magazine, the Los Angeles Review, Narrative, Pilvax (Hungary), the Southeast Review, Southword, Verbal
Magazine (Northern Ireland), Versal (Holland), and Yuan Yang: a Journal of Hong Kong and International
Writing. He has also written for the Irish Examiner, the Evening Echo and the Irish Times.

A recipient of the 2013 Bord Gais Energy Irish Book Award for Short Story of the Year, and a 2010 Arts
Council of Ireland Bursary Award for Literature, his stories have won and been shortlisted for numerous
other honours, including the George A. Birmingham Award, the Lunch Hour Stories Prize, the Molly Keane
Creative Writing Award, the Sean O'Faolain Award, the RTE Radio 1 Francis MacManus Award, the
Faulkner/Wisdom Award, the Glimmer Train Prize and the Writing Spirit Award. He was also short-listed
four times for the RTE Radio 1 P.J. O'Connor Award for Drama.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Bass:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the information or
even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you reading
a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people do it anything.
Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The Things We Lose, The
Things We Leave Behind: and Other Short Stories, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Jeffrey Evans:

This The Things We Lose, The Things We Leave Behind: and Other Short Stories is great reserve for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or
we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering



sentences. Having The Things We Lose, The Things We Leave Behind: and Other Short Stories in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Clarence Jenkins:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Things We Lose,
The Things We Leave Behind: and Other Short Stories can be the response, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Debra Becnel:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Things We Lose, The Things We Leave
Behind: and Other Short Stories or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Things We Lose, The Things We Leave
Behind: and Other Short Stories to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this
one.
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