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This is the first attempt to provide an in-depth moral assessment of the heart of
the modern human rights enterprise: the system of international legal human
rights. It is international human rights law--not any philosophical theory of moral
human rights or any "folk" conception of moral human rights--that serves as the
lingua franca of modern human rights practice. Yet contemporary philosophers
have had little to say about international legal human rights. They have tended to
assume, rather than to argue, that international legal human rights, if morally
justified, must mirror or at least help realize moral human rights. But this
assumption is mistaken. International legal human rights, like many other legal
rights, can be justified by several different types of moral considerations, of
which the need to realize a corresponding moral right is only one.

Further, this volume shows that some of the most important international legal
human rights cannot be adequately justified by appeal to corresponding moral
human rights. The problem is that the content of these international legal human
rights--the full set of correlative duties--is much broader than can be justified by
appealing to the morally important interests of any individual. In addition, it is
necessary to examine the legitimacy of the institutions that create, interpret, and
implement international human rights law and to defend the claim that
international human rights law should "trump" the domestic law of even the most
admirable constitutional democracies.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Buchanan's The Heart of Human Rights is a valuable contribution, moving beyond the debate between the
political and the orthodox conception and inviting philosophers to engage with the task of justifying human
rights law. We should accept his invitation, his book is as an essential reference in the philosophy of human
rights law." --Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

"Allen Buchanan's book is an impressive addition to the contemporary philosophical discussions about
human rights...The most significant philosophical contribution that Buchanan makes is undoubtedly his
dismissal of the "orthodox" philosophical accounts of human rights. Buchanan powerfully forces
philosophers of human rights, especially those who hold the orthodox view, to confront the problem of
institutional justification." -- ID: International Dialogue, A Multidisciplinary Journal of World Affairs

..".it makes an indispensable contribution to human rights theory...Buchanan both broadens our
understanding of the international human rights regime by considering what other interests and values it
serves beyond this core of moral human rights, and provides a promising normative account of the legal
norms and institutions of this system." -- Philosophy in Review
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Allen Buchanan is the author of eleven books and over one hundred-fifty articles. His work is mainly in
Political Philosophy, Philosophy of International Law, and Bioethics. He currently divides his time between
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wanda Matthews:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which you should start with. This The Heart of Human Rights is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Walter Cornwell:

This The Heart of Human Rights usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
reason why of this The Heart of Human Rights can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple studying food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the
e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Heart of Human Rights forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your
day action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Grace Robinson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Heart of Human Rights your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word
written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
previous to. The The Heart of Human Rights giving you another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Irene Gonzales:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular The Heart of Human Rights can give you a lot of
good friends because by you looking at this one book you have thing that they don't and make you more like



an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Heart of Human Rights.
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