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Higher education news today can more or less be boiled down to one sentence:
the university is in crisis. Skyrocketing student debt, decreased public financing,
the weakening of tenure, the rise of adjunct labor, battles over the value of the
humanities, calls for skills focused instruction—all the problems besetting
contemporary higher education in the United States are interrelated, and they can
all be traced to one fact: campuses and classrooms are now battlegrounds in the
struggle between knowledge for its own sake and commodified learning.
            Henry Heller offers here a magisterial account of the modern university
that shows exactly how we’ve reached this point. Taking readers from the early
Cold War—when support for universities was support for capitalism—through
the countless social, political, and educational changes of the ensuing decades,
Heller reveals how American educational institutions have been forced to decide
between teaching students to question the dominant order and helping to
perpetuate it. And they’ve had to do so knowing that all the pressure politics and
finance was pushing for the latter.
            Heller covers such key moments as McCarthyism and the Berkeley Free
Speech Movement, as well as contemporary struggles including the attempts at
unionization of post-doctorals, the National Adjuncts Walkout Day in 2015, the
protests in Missouri related to race, workplace benefits, and leadership, and the
firing of Steven Salaita for his pro-Palestinian tweets, which sparked a huge
controversy around free speech and academic freedom. The Capitalist University
is a thoroughly grounded radical history of an institution whose influence and
importance—and failures—reach deep into American political and social life.
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Higher education news today can more or less be boiled down to one sentence: the university is in crisis.
Skyrocketing student debt, decreased public financing, the weakening of tenure, the rise of adjunct labor,
battles over the value of the humanities, calls for skills focused instruction—all the problems besetting
contemporary higher education in the United States are interrelated, and they can all be traced to one fact:
campuses and classrooms are now battlegrounds in the struggle between knowledge for its own sake and
commodified learning.
            Henry Heller offers here a magisterial account of the modern university that shows exactly how
we’ve reached this point. Taking readers from the early Cold War—when support for universities was
support for capitalism—through the countless social, political, and educational changes of the ensuing
decades, Heller reveals how American educational institutions have been forced to decide between teaching
students to question the dominant order and helping to perpetuate it. And they’ve had to do so knowing that
all the pressure politics and finance was pushing for the latter.
            Heller covers such key moments as McCarthyism and the Berkeley Free Speech Movement, as well
as contemporary struggles including the attempts at unionization of post-doctorals, the National Adjuncts
Walkout Day in 2015, the protests in Missouri related to race, workplace benefits, and leadership, and the
firing of Steven Salaita for his pro-Palestinian tweets, which sparked a huge controversy around free speech
and academic freedom. The Capitalist University is a thoroughly grounded radical history of an institution
whose influence and importance—and failures—reach deep into American political and social life.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The Capitalist University is a tour de force - a welcome successor to Thorstein Veblen's classic The Higher
Education in America. Heller carefully explains how the university system is used to shape students and
society as a whole to reinforce and expand the influence of capitalism. Nonetheless, Heller shows how some
scholars were still able to generate valuable critical knowledge."
(Michael Perelman, California State University, and author of The Invention of Capitalism)

About the Author

Henry Heller is professor of history at the University of Manitoba, Canada and the author of The Birth of
Capitalism: A 21st-Century Perspective, The Cold War and the New Imperialism: A Global History, and The
Bourgeois Revolution in France.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose York:

The book The Capitalist University: The Transformations of Higher Education in the United States, 1945-
2016 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make looking at a book The Capitalist University: The Transformations of Higher Education in
the United States, 1945-2016 to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open up
and read a publication The Capitalist University: The Transformations of Higher Education in the United
States, 1945-2016. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Bernetta Smith:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Capitalist University:
The Transformations of Higher Education in the United States, 1945-2016 book as beginner and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.



Elizabeth Walborn:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The The Capitalist
University: The Transformations of Higher Education in the United States, 1945-2016 will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Ryan Harrison:

You will get this The Capitalist University: The Transformations of Higher Education in the United States,
1945-2016 by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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