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Alvaro Retana (1890-1970), who many consider The Spanish Petronius, belongs
to that lighthearted erotic literature trend popular during the early twentieth
Century, that became known in Spain as Sicalipsis (from ancient Greek sykon -
fig, or vulva- and aleiptikos -to stimulate). In open opposition to the somber and
solemn Spanish '98 generation, and other representatives of the so called high
culture, Retana's popular erotic novelettes showcased the smiling and playful
face of a country that during the 1920s and 1930s openly embraced European
modernity and stood up to its challenges, among them the sexual revolution and
explicit eroticism. Alvaro Retana, a flamboyant and openly homosexual artist,
illustrator, fashion designer, and renowned composer of cuples (a cuple is a
risqué popular song usually sung in variety shows), is also the successful author
of many sicaliptic novelettes, among them, the four short novels included in this
volume. Retana is one of the first writers who, in Las locas de postín and other
openly queer and sexually explicit novels, dare to depict the uninhibited
sensuality of a free and happy-go-lucky Spain, soon to die at the hands of the
Franco dictatorship. Retana's smiling and festive homoeroticism, clearly a
forerunner of Almodovar's and Mendicutti's gay aesthetics, stands in stark
contrast to the apocalyptic and pessimistic vision of homosexuality in Alfonso
Hernandez-Cata's novel El Angel de Sodoma (Stockcero 2011), a novel, like
Retana's fictions, meant to depict the gay underground world of early twentieth
century Spain. Retana openly celebrates queer love, as well as the sexuality of
women, both homosexual and straight. Novelettes such as Los ambiguos, Lolita
buscadora de emociones, and El tonto amply instruct the unabashed tobillera, or
Spanish flapper, in the pleasures of Venus. This volume comprises four of
Retana's most successful novels, and with the critical foreword and footnotes by
Maite Zubiaurre and Audrey Harris gives a clearer view of what the Spanish
society was really reading while the high literature obtained all the academic
applause.
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Alvaro Retana (1890-1970), who many consider The Spanish Petronius, belongs to that lighthearted erotic
literature trend popular during the early twentieth Century, that became known in Spain as Sicalipsis (from
ancient Greek sykon -fig, or vulva- and aleiptikos -to stimulate). In open opposition to the somber and
solemn Spanish '98 generation, and other representatives of the so called high culture, Retana's popular erotic
novelettes showcased the smiling and playful face of a country that during the 1920s and 1930s openly
embraced European modernity and stood up to its challenges, among them the sexual revolution and explicit
eroticism. Alvaro Retana, a flamboyant and openly homosexual artist, illustrator, fashion designer, and
renowned composer of cuples (a cuple is a risqué popular song usually sung in variety shows), is also the
successful author of many sicaliptic novelettes, among them, the four short novels included in this volume.
Retana is one of the first writers who, in Las locas de postín and other openly queer and sexually explicit
novels, dare to depict the uninhibited sensuality of a free and happy-go-lucky Spain, soon to die at the hands
of the Franco dictatorship. Retana's smiling and festive homoeroticism, clearly a forerunner of Almodovar's
and Mendicutti's gay aesthetics, stands in stark contrast to the apocalyptic and pessimistic vision of
homosexuality in Alfonso Hernandez-Cata's novel El Angel de Sodoma (Stockcero 2011), a novel, like
Retana's fictions, meant to depict the gay underground world of early twentieth century Spain. Retana openly
celebrates queer love, as well as the sexuality of women, both homosexual and straight. Novelettes such as
Los ambiguos, Lolita buscadora de emociones, and El tonto amply instruct the unabashed tobillera, or
Spanish flapper, in the pleasures of Venus. This volume comprises four of Retana's most successful novels,
and with the critical foreword and footnotes by Maite Zubiaurre and Audrey Harris gives a clearer view of
what the Spanish society was really reading while the high literature obtained all the academic applause.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult
problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will need this Las locas de postín; Los ambiguos; Lolita
buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition).

Kevin Ostby:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Las locas de postín; Los
ambiguos; Lolita buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition). All type of book would you see on
many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Dennis Taylor:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this Las locas de postín; Los ambiguos; Lolita buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition), it is
possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
others, make them reading a book.

Charlie Attwood:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Las locas de postín; Los ambiguos;
Lolita buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition) publication written by well-known writer who



knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
question Las locas de postín; Los ambiguos; Lolita buscadora de emociones; El tonto (Spanish Edition) as
good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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