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The true story of an individual's struggle for self-identity, self-preservation, and
freedom, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl remains among the few extant slave
narratives written by a woman. This autobiographical account chronicles the
remarkable odyssey of Harriet Jacobs (1813–1897) whose dauntless spirit and
faith carried her from a life of servitude and degradation in North Carolina to
liberty and reunion with her children in the North.
Written and published in 1861 after Jacobs' harrowing escape from a vile and
predatory master, the memoir delivers a powerful and unflinching portrayal of
the abuses and hypocrisy of the master-slave relationship. Jacobs writes frankly
of the horrors she suffered as a slave, her eventual escape after several
unsuccessful attempts, and her seven years in self-imposed exile, hiding in a
coffin-like "garret" attached to her grandmother's porch.
A rare firsthand account of a courageous woman's determination and endurance,
this inspirational story also represents a valuable historical record of the
continuing battle for freedom and the preservation of family.
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The true story of an individual's struggle for self-identity, self-preservation, and freedom, Incidents in the
Life of a Slave Girl remains among the few extant slave narratives written by a woman. This
autobiographical account chronicles the remarkable odyssey of Harriet Jacobs (1813–1897) whose dauntless
spirit and faith carried her from a life of servitude and degradation in North Carolina to liberty and reunion
with her children in the North.
Written and published in 1861 after Jacobs' harrowing escape from a vile and predatory master, the memoir
delivers a powerful and unflinching portrayal of the abuses and hypocrisy of the master-slave relationship.
Jacobs writes frankly of the horrors she suffered as a slave, her eventual escape after several unsuccessful
attempts, and her seven years in self-imposed exile, hiding in a coffin-like "garret" attached to her
grandmother's porch.
A rare firsthand account of a courageous woman's determination and endurance, this inspirational story also
represents a valuable historical record of the continuing battle for freedom and the preservation of family.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Published in 1861, this was one of the first personal narratives by a slave and one of the few written by a
woman. Jacobs (1813-97) was a slave in North Carolina and suffered terribly, along with her family, at the
hands of a ruthless owner. She made several failed attempts to escape before successfully making her way
North, though it took years of hiding and slow progress. Eventually, she was reunited with her children. For
all biography and history collections.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

"A viable alternative to male save narratives. The specific problems faced by female slaves are clearly
portrayed."--Ray Doyle, West Chester Univ.

"My personal favorite...Jacobs confronts the contradictions inherent in the category 'the black woman writer.'
By engaging these issues and negotiating a course through them, she anticipates the literary and ideological
position of subsequent generations of black women writers."--Jean Fagan Yellin, The Washington Post Book
World

"A corrective to those who have identified the slave narrative primarily as a male genre....This particular
edition, with its introduction by Valerie Smith, sheds new light on the choices its heroine Linda Brent
makes."--The Women's Review of Books

From the Inside Flap
This Modern Library Paperback Classics edition combines the two most important African American slave
narratives into one volume.
Frederick Douglass's Narrative, first published in 1845, is an enlightening and incendiary text. Born into
slavery, Douglass became the preeminent spokesman for his people during his life; his narrative is an
unparalleled account of the dehumanizing effects of slavery and Douglass's own triumph over it. Like
Douglass, Harriet Jacobs was born into slavery, and in 1861 she published Incidents in the Life of a Slave
Girl, now recognized as the most comprehensive antebellum slave narrative written by a woman. Jacobs's
account broke the silence on the exploitation of African American female slaves, and it remains crucial
reading. These narratives illuminate and inform each other. This edition includes an incisive Introduction by
Kwame Anthony Appiah and extensive annotations.

"From the Trade Paperback edition.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eula Hunter:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Dover
Thrift Editions) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Natalie White:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Incidents in the Life of a Slave
Girl (Dover Thrift Editions) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only
for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Dover
Thrift Editions) become your starter.

John Lockett:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Incidents in the Life of a
Slave Girl (Dover Thrift Editions) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Tara Winston:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is called of book Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (Dover Thrift Editions). You can add your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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