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Who was Ed Roth? The answer depends on who you ask and when they knew
him. To some, he was a counter-culture, greasy-fingernailed, renaissance man of
the mid-20th Century. To others, he's the creator of Rat Fink and builder of some
of the most creative custom cars to ever get a coat of candy paint, cars like the
Beatnik Bandit, the Mysterion, and the Outlaw. Some knew him as a devout
Mormon, others recall a Harley-riding hellion with a devilish glint in his eye. He
was a force of nature and a creative genius whose work had a profound influence
on popular culture and helped spawn numerous subcultures. Big Daddy's rise to
fame began in the '50s, and peaked with the custom car boom of the early '60s.
This book covers it all, from art to custom cars, monster shirts to VW-powered
trikes, and the wild life that brought it all together.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Emanating from southern California's hot rod and surfing scenes, Ed "Big Daddy" Roth's art captivated the
nation--well, young breeder males, at least--in the years around 1960. Ganahl's coffee-table biography is a
cornucopia of facts and color reproductions, including tee-shirt shop and county fair perennial Rat Fink and
plenty of Roth's wild, customized vehicles. Rat Fink may have been created "to show what Mickey Mouse's
father . . . looked like," but as underground comics god and former Roth staffer Robert Williams says, "It
was the cars that made Ed." Roth rivaled George Barris in flamboyant hot rod designs, and his were "the
first," Ganahl avers, "to take the automobile . . . into the irrational world of abstract thought." With their
fanciful lines, monstrous motors, and palpable attitude, early triumphs like Outlaw and Beatnik Bandit
attracted attention at auto shows. When plastic model kits of Roth cars and characters appeared, he became
famous, and Rat Fink became a pop-cultural icon. Ganahl's text occasionally wanders, but as a pictorial
archive, this package is peerless. Mike Tribby
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Pat Ganahl is the author of several CarTech books, including definitive works on Ed "Big Daddy" Roth and
Von Dutch. He is a life-long hot rodder and has been the editor of Street Rodder, Hot Rod, Rod & Custom,
and The Rodder's Journal. He lives in Southern California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Clark:

The book Ed "Big Daddy" Roth: His Life, Times, Cars, and Art can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book Ed
"Big Daddy" Roth: His Life, Times, Cars, and Art? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But
one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all
of these. Book Ed "Big Daddy" Roth: His Life, Times, Cars, and Art has simple shape but you know: it has
great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Joan McCorkle:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Ed "Big Daddy" Roth: His
Life, Times, Cars, and Art is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Diane Sanchez:

The particular book Ed "Big Daddy" Roth: His Life, Times, Cars, and Art will bring you to definitely the
new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Ed "Big Daddy" Roth: His Life,
Times, Cars, and Art is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Timothy Pace:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and
also soon. The Ed "Big Daddy" Roth: His Life, Times, Cars, and Art provide you with a new experience in
reading a book.
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