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Many aspects of drama therapy make it an ideal technique to use with students
with special learning needs. This practical resource book for professionals covers
the broad spectrum of students attending special needs schools, including those
with attention deficit disorder, autism and Asperger syndrome, and students with
multiple disabilities.

Paula Crimmens places therapeutic storymaking within the context of drama
therapy and offers practical advice on how to structure and set up sessions to be
compatible with special needs learning environments. She shows how story
sessions can address issues of self-esteem and self-mastery, and how their use in
groups is invaluable for building social and communication skills. The book
includes traditional stories from around the world as session material, and
includes guidance on how to devise stories relevant to older students, as well as a
review of recent research into the effectiveness of drama therapy in engaging and
retaining the attention of students with an intellectual disability.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A practical resource book for professionals working with a broad spectrum of children and young people
with special needs, including those with attention deficit disorder, autism, Asperger's Syndrome and multiple
disabilities. It is a welcome addition to the field of dramatherapy literature and should be on the reading list
of dramatherapy training courses.'- Sesame Institute Leaflet'It is a valuable text for non-professionals too.
Having taught for many years in special education prior to training as a dramatherapist, I would have found
this book an exciting resource in the classroom. Her style enables her to speak to dramatherapists and non-
therapists alike. She gives examples of how dramatherapy can actively support the curriculum and help
integrate the therapeutic experience of the children and young people into wider areas of their education. She
also demonstrates how to support the stuff and encourage them to become involved and gain a greater
understanding of dramatherapy.'- Sesame Institute Leaflet'It is an inspiring read from cover as well as a text
that can be read a chapter at a time'.- Sesame Institute Leaflet'The educational context for Crimmens's book
is very clearly within special educational provision. It will be an excellent resource for professionals working
in such a context and for those involved in group work with adults with a learning disability. I would also
recommend it for the many mainstream teachers who are striving for more inclusive classrooms and
engaging in more creative teaching and learning. I think it's a very readable book... I enjoyed the vivid
descriptions of her practice, which are easily imagined. And I also feel that it's a "grownup" book, with good
academic references to be followed up if you would like to do further research in this area.'- Support for
Learning'It is an inspiring read from cover to cover as well as a text that can be read a chapter at a time. This
is Paula Crimmen's second book following her successful Storymaking and Creative Group Work with Older
People. I look forward to her next book.'- Dramatherapy 'Paula Crimmen's new book is a practical resource
book for professionals working with a broad spectrum of children and young with special needs, including
those with attention deficit disorder, autism, Aspergers Syndrome and students with multiple disabilities. It is
a welcome addition in the field of dramatherapy literature and should be on the reading list of dramatherapy
training courses. Its structure and format offer clarity and accessibility, exploring many themes that
challenge the professionals within the field of special education prior to training a dramatherapist I would
have found this book an exciting and accessible resource in the classroom.'- Dramatherapy'This is a practical
book, placing therapeutic storymaking within the context of drama therapy and offering advice on how to
structure and set up sessions to be compatible with special needs learning environments. Using traditional
stories from around the world as session material, Crimmens shows how stories can address issues of self-
esteem and self-mastery and how their use in groups is invaluable for building social and communication
skills.'- Human Givens'Above all this is a common sense book that uses many practical examples from the
author's considerable therapeutic experience. Ideal for students following a practice based course. She shows
how story sessions can address issues of self-esteem and self-mastery, and how their use in groups is
invaluable for building social and communication skills. This is a very good book and is a recommended buy
for all play therapy trainees and also for experienced Play Therapists'- Play for Life, Journal of Play Therapy
UK

Many aspects of drama therapy make it an ideal technique to use with students with special learning needs.
This practical resource book for professionals covers the broad spectrum of students attending special needs
schools, including those with attention deficit disorder, autism and Asperger syndrome, and students with
multiple disabilities.Paula Crimmens places therapeutic storymaking within the context of drama therapy and
offers practical advice on how to structure and set up sessions to be compatible with special needs learning
environments. She shows how story sessions can address issues of self-esteem and self-mastery, and how



their use in groups is invaluable for building social and communication skills. The book includes traditional
stories from around the world as session material, and includes guidance on how to devise stories relevant to
older students, as well as a review of recent research into the effectiveness of drama therapy in engaging and
retaining the attention of students with an intellectual disability.

Review
A practical resource book for professionals working with a broad spectrum of children and young people
with special needs, including those with attention deficit disorder, autism, Asperger's Syndrome and multiple
disabilities. It is a welcome addition to the field of dramatherapy literature and should be on the reading list
of dramatherapy training courses. (Sesame Institute Leaflet)

It is a valuable text for non-professionals too. Having taught for many years in special education prior to
training as a dramatherapist, I would have found this book an exciting resource in the classroom. Her style
enables her to speak to dramatherapists and non-therapists alike. She gives examples of how dramatherapy
can actively support the curriculum and help integrate the therapeutic experience of the children and young
people into wider areas of their education. She also demonstrates how to support the stuff and encourage
them to become involved and gain a greater understanding of dramatherapy. (Sesame Institute Leaflet)

'It is an inspiring read from cover as well as a text that can be read a chapter at a time'. (Sesame Institute
Leaflet)

The educational context for Crimmens's book is very clearly within special educational provision. It will be
an excellent resource for professionals working in such a context and for those involved in group work with
adults with a learning disability. I would also recommend it for the many mainstream teachers who are
striving for more inclusive classrooms and engaging in more creative teaching and learning. I think it's a very
readable book... I enjoyed the vivid descriptions of her practice, which are easily imagined. And I also feel
that it's a "grownup" book, with good academic references to be followed up if you would like to do further
research in this area. (Support for Learning)

It is an inspiring read from cover to cover as well as a text that can be read a chapter at a time. This is Paula
Crimmen's second book following her successful Storymaking and Creative Group Work with Older People.
I look forward to her next book. (Dramatherapy)

Paula Crimmen's new book is a practical resource book for professionals working with a broad spectrum of
children and young with special needs, including those with attention deficit disorder, autism, Aspergers
Syndrome and students with multiple disabilities. It is a welcome addition in the field of dramatherapy
literature and should be on the reading list of dramatherapy training courses. Its structure and format offer
clarity and accessibility, exploring many themes that challenge the professionals within the field of special
education prior to training a dramatherapist I would have found this book an exciting and accessible resource
in the classroom. (Dramatherapy)

This is a practical book, placing therapeutic storymaking within the context of drama therapy and offering
advice on how to structure and set up sessions to be compatible with special needs learning environments.
Using traditional stories from around the world as session material, Crimmens shows how stories can address
issues of self-esteem and self-mastery and how their use in groups is invaluable for building social and
communication skills. (Human Givens)

Above all this is a common sense book that uses many practical examples from the author's considerable
therapeutic experience. Ideal for students following a practice based course. She shows how story sessions



can address issues of self-esteem and self-mastery, and how their use in groups is invaluable for building
social and communication skills. This is a very good book and is a recommended buy for all play therapy
trainees and also for experienced Play Therapists (Play for Life, Journal of Play Therapy UK)

About the Author
Paula Crimmens has pioneered the use of drama therapy in special education in her adopted country New
Zealand where she has been resident since 1996. She has a Masters of Arts in Creative Arts Therapies and is
currently piloting a project to provide drama therapy to groups of at-risk children in primary schools in
Auckland funded by the Ministry of Education. She is the author of Storymaking and Creative Groupwork
with Older People, also published by Jessica Kingsley Publishers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Pillar:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Drama Therapy and Storymaking in Special Education book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of
Drama Therapy and Storymaking in Special Education content conveys the thought easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do
you nevertheless thinking Drama Therapy and Storymaking in Special Education is not loveable to be your
top list reading book?

Helen Woodson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Drama
Therapy and Storymaking in Special Education.

Jennifer Wetzel:

The guide with title Drama Therapy and Storymaking in Special Education includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the
the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.



Rachel Morris:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Drama Therapy and Storymaking in Special
Education to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is developing when
you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about
book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and examine it. Beside
that the reserve Drama Therapy and Storymaking in Special Education can to be your new friend when
you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their time.
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