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Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World is an authoritative single-
volume reference resource comprehensively describing the major languages and
language families of the world.

It will provide full descriptions of the phonology, semantics, morphology, and
syntax of the world’s major languages, giving insights into their structure, history
and development, sounds, meaning, structure, and language family, thereby both
highlighting their diversity for comparative study, and contextualizing them
according to their genetic relationships and regional distribution.

Based on the highly acclaimed and award-winning Encyclopedia of Language
and Linguistics, this volume will provide an edited collection of almost 400
articles throughout which a representative subset of the world's major languages
are unfolded and explained in up-to-date terminology and authoritative
interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics.

In highlighting the diversity of the world’s languages ? from the thriving to the
endangered and extinct ? this work will be the first point of call to any language
expert interested in this huge area. No other single volume will match the extent
of language coverage or the authority of the contributors of Concise
Encyclopedia of Languages of the World.

* Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive selection of just under 400
articles covering the world's major languages, language families, and
classification structures, issues and disputes
* Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic development on two editions
of the leading reference resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of Language and
Linguistics
* Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together for one
purpose
* Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown
and Sarah Ogilvie act as first-tier guarantors for article quality and coverage
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* Compact and affordable: one-volume format makes this suitable for personal
study at any institution interested in areal, descriptive, or comparative language
study - and at a fraction of the cost of the full encyclopedia
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world's major languages are unfolded and explained in up-to-date terminology and authoritative
interpretation, by the leading scholars in linguistics.
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work will be the first point of call to any language expert interested in this huge area. No other single volume
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* Extraordinary breadth of coverage: a comprehensive selection of just under 400 articles covering the
world's major languages, language families, and classification structures, issues and disputes
* Peerless quality: based on 20 years of academic development on two editions of the leading reference
resource in linguistics, Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics
* Unique authorship: 350 of the world's leading experts brought together for one purpose
* Exceptional editorial selection, review and validation process: Keith Brown and Sarah Ogilvie act as first-
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Editorial Review

Review
Reviews of Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics 2nd edition

"An awe-inspiring project of breath-taking scope, bringing together a distinguished list of internationally
recognized editors and authors.”
-Mark Steedman, University of Edinburgh, UK

"An extraordinary resource, encompassing a comprehensive breadth of major topics in all aspects of
language and linguistics, the perspectives of leading scholars, and regional viewpoints from around the
world! It does look to be an impressive undertaking, alright."
-Alister Cumming, Professor and Head, Modern Language Centre, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
University of Toronto, Canada

"With over 3,000 articles and 39,000 references, this volume is vital to all college-level libraries as the most
comprehensive language resource of its kind.”
-John Aiello, The Electric Review, May 2005.

"From people who enjoy browsing through encyclopedias to specialists who want some basic orientation in
an area near their own, readers will find ELL2E to be an outstanding source of information."
-Sarah G. Thomason, William J. Gedney Collegiate Professor of Linguistics, University of Michigan, Ann
Arbor, USA

About the Author
Read English at Cambridge, joined the British Council and worked in Uganda. He then taught at the
University College of Cape Coast in Ghana before moving to Edinburgh, where he took his PhD in
linguistics and subsequently taught in the Department of Linguistics. In 1984 he moved to the University of
Essex, where he was Research Professor in the Department of Linguistics, and then to the University of
Cambridge where he was Senior Research Fellow in the Research Centre for English and Applied
Linguistics. He is now an Associate Lecturer in the Faculty of English at Cambridge. He has held visiting
professorships at the Universities of Heidelberg, Vienna and Düsseldorf. From 1990-94 he was President of
the Linguistics Association of Great Britain, and has been a member of Council of the Philological Society
since 1998. He is Chairman of the linguistics committee of the Subject Centre for Languages Linguistics and
Area Studies. He is co-editor of Transactions of the Philological Society and sits on other editorial boards.
He is author of Linguistics Today (Fontana 1984) and co-author, with Jim Miller, of Syntax: A Linguistic
Introduction to Sentence Structure and Syntax: Generative Grammar (Hutchinson 1981). He was
syntax editor for the 1st edition of The Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics and was joint editor,
with Jim Miller of A Concise Encyclopedia of Linguistic Theories and A Concise Encyclopedia of
Grammatical Categories (Pergamon Press 1997 & 1998). He was joint editor of Common Denominators
in Art and Science (Aberdeen University Press, 1983) and Language, Reasoning and Inference
(Academic Press, 1986).

Sarah Ogilvie, Trinity College, Oxford, is a linguist and lexicographer who specializes in words that enter
English from the languages of the world. She is a former editor of the Oxford English Dictionary, was



Etymologies Editor for the Shorter Oxford Dictionary (6th ed., 2007), and was section editor for the
‘Languages of the World’ section in Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics (2nd ed., Elsevier, 2006)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Hardy:

The book Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World (Concise Encyclopedias of Language and
Linguistics) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject.
If you can make reading a book Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World (Concise Encyclopedias
of Language and Linguistics) to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if
you like available and read a guide Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World (Concise
Encyclopedias of Language and Linguistics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Cora Spillane:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book Concise Encyclopedia of
Languages of the World (Concise Encyclopedias of Language and Linguistics). All type of book is it
possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Colton Fierros:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Concise Encyclopedia of Languages
of the World (Concise Encyclopedias of Language and Linguistics) is simple to deliver you can read it in the
park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Richard King:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Concise Encyclopedia of Languages
of the World (Concise Encyclopedias of Language and Linguistics) which is getting the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.
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