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In May 1939, when London's architecture could only wait helplessly before the
coming destruction and man's spirit—and spiritual claims—were at a low ebb,
Frank Lloyd Wright delivered four talks to some young British architects. In
these talks he affirmed his belief in the future with a positive conviction that was
reinforced by the derision with which his acidulous wit reacted against the
sterilities of the past. Wright on this occasion was as ever the conscious radical
jeffersonian whose message resonates with every "younger generation":

At the outset I may as well confess that I have come here with a minority report:
an informal Declaration if Independence. Great Britain had one from us, July 4,
1776: a formal Declaration of Independence which concerned taxes; this one,
May 2, 1939, concerns the spirit. Am I, then, a rebel, too? Yes. But only a rebel
as one who has in his actual work, for a life-time—or is it more—been carrying
out in practice day by day, what he believes to be true.

This book is the verbatim text of those four talks, which a champion of Wright's
has called "one of the best statements of his principles and his ideas." The talks,
like all of Wright's productions, are free-ranging and spontaneous in inspiration,
solid and workmanlike in execution.

In speaking to Londoners at this point in their history and at this point in his own
development, Wright is prompted to universalize his concept of organic
architecture. Perhaps more than this in his other books, the emphasis shifts from
an American—Usonian—architecture growing indigenously from the soil of the
American heartland to a more general concept of an architecture than can take
root in many landscapes as an honest expression of both the nature of diverse
materials and the nature and living needs of diverse populations.

What is architecture anyway? Is it a vast collection of the various buildings
which have been built to please the varying tastes of the various lords of
mankind? No. I think not. I know that architecture is life; or at least it is life itself
taking form and therefore is the truest record of life as it was lives in the world
yesterday, as it is being lived today or ever will be lived. So architecture I know
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to be a great spirit. No, it is not something that consists of the buildings which
have been built by man on his Earth. Architecture is that great living creative
spirit which from generation to generation, from age to age, proceeds, persists,
creates, according to the nature of man, and his circumstances as they both
change. That really is architecture.

Three of the talks open with Wright's narration of films showing examples of his
recent work and life with his apprentices at the Taliesins. Here Wright is at his
informal best, and the visual references are supplied in the book by the
photographs of finished buildings, models, and plans at the end of the volume,
dating from projects of the 1930s and roughly paralleling the content of the films.
A bibliography and a list of buildings and projected works through 1939 round
out the volume.
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In May 1939, when London's architecture could only wait helplessly before the coming destruction and
man's spirit—and spiritual claims—were at a low ebb, Frank Lloyd Wright delivered four talks to some
young British architects. In these talks he affirmed his belief in the future with a positive conviction that was
reinforced by the derision with which his acidulous wit reacted against the sterilities of the past. Wright on
this occasion was as ever the conscious radical jeffersonian whose message resonates with every "younger
generation":

At the outset I may as well confess that I have come here with a minority report: an informal Declaration if
Independence. Great Britain had one from us, July 4, 1776: a formal Declaration of Independence which
concerned taxes; this one, May 2, 1939, concerns the spirit. Am I, then, a rebel, too? Yes. But only a rebel as
one who has in his actual work, for a life-time—or is it more—been carrying out in practice day by day,
what he believes to be true.

This book is the verbatim text of those four talks, which a champion of Wright's has called "one of the best
statements of his principles and his ideas." The talks, like all of Wright's productions, are free-ranging and
spontaneous in inspiration, solid and workmanlike in execution.

In speaking to Londoners at this point in their history and at this point in his own development, Wright is
prompted to universalize his concept of organic architecture. Perhaps more than this in his other books, the
emphasis shifts from an American—Usonian—architecture growing indigenously from the soil of the
American heartland to a more general concept of an architecture than can take root in many landscapes as an
honest expression of both the nature of diverse materials and the nature and living needs of diverse
populations.

What is architecture anyway? Is it a vast collection of the various buildings which have been built to please
the varying tastes of the various lords of mankind? No. I think not. I know that architecture is life; or at least
it is life itself taking form and therefore is the truest record of life as it was lives in the world yesterday, as it
is being lived today or ever will be lived. So architecture I know to be a great spirit. No, it is not something
that consists of the buildings which have been built by man on his Earth. Architecture is that great living
creative spirit which from generation to generation, from age to age, proceeds, persists, creates, according
to the nature of man, and his circumstances as they both change. That really is architecture.

Three of the talks open with Wright's narration of films showing examples of his recent work and life with
his apprentices at the Taliesins. Here Wright is at his informal best, and the visual references are supplied in
the book by the photographs of finished buildings, models, and plans at the end of the volume, dating from
projects of the 1930s and roughly paralleling the content of the films. A bibliography and a list of buildings
and projected works through 1939 round out the volume.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Frank Lloyd Wright (8 June 1867 - 9 April 1959) was a visionary American architect, writer and educator,
who has been recognized by the American Institute of Architects as 'the Greatest American Architect of all
time'. Professor Andrew Saint is General Editor of The Survey of London and an author whose most recent
books are Richard Norman Shaw and Architect and Engineer: A Study in Sibling Rivalry.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Cook:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book An Organic Architecture: The Architecture of
Democracy. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book An Organic Architecture: The Architecture of Democracy. You can add information and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or maybe searching by internet device.
It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Leslie White:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? All people has many questions above. They should answer that question because just their can do this. It
said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten
until university need this kind of An Organic Architecture: The Architecture of Democracy to read.

Richard Moultrie:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying
a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this An Organic Architecture:
The Architecture of Democracy book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.



Kenneth Lambert:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and An Organic Architecture: The Architecture of
Democracy or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes An
Organic Architecture: The Architecture of Democracy to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.
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