. 3} Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret Sub-Cultures,
_ ﬁ(&% Hidden Worlds and the Everyday Life of the
AFGHAN Absurd

By Nushin Arbabzadah

Read Online ©

Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret Sub-Cultures, Hidden Worldsand the
Everyday Life of the Absurd By Nushin Arbabzadah

Ironic and humorous, witty and self-deprecatory, The Afghan Rumour Bazaar
reveals the quotidian absurdities of lives framed against the backdrop of a savage
war. Offering daringly new perspectives on a country readers may erroneously
assume they know, Nushin Arbabzadah delves into the unacknowledged but real
secret sub-cultures and hidden worlds of Afghans, from underground converts to
Christianity to mysterious male cross-dressers to tales of bacha-posh girlboys.
Among the individuals, fables and dilemmas she confronts are 'Why are Imams
Telling Us About Nail Polish?,' '‘Afghanistan's Rich Jewish Heritage,' '‘Kabul
Street Style," 'The Resurgence of Afghanistan's Spiritual Bazaar,' and not
forgetting Malalai of Maiwand, who turned her headscarf into a banner and led a
successful rebellion against the British. Arbabzadah reveals for the first time
Afghans own vibrant internal deliberations--on sex and soap operas; conspiracy
theories; drugs and diplomacy; terrorism and the Taliban; and how along-dead
soothsayer from Bulgaria accidentally shut down a newspaper. Many different
Afghan sensibilities are presented in her book, yet together they offer an
unvarnished, at times heartwarming, at times tragic, insight into one of the most
complex and fascinating countries on earth.
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Ironic and humorous, witty and self-deprecatory, The Afghan Rumour Bazaar reveals the quotidian
absurdities of lives framed against the backdrop of a savage war. Offering daringly new perspectives on a
country readers may erroneously assume they know, Nushin Arbabzadah delves into the unacknowledged
but real secret sub-cultures and hidden worlds of Afghans, from underground converts to Christianity to
mysterious male cross-dressersto tales of bacha-posh girlboys. Among the individuals, fables and dilemmas
she confronts are 'Why are Imams Telling Us About Nail Polish?,' ‘Afghanistan’'s Rich Jewish Heritage,'
'Kabul Street Style," 'The Resurgence of Afghanistan's Spiritual Bazaar,' and not forgetting Malalai of
Maiwand, who turned her headscarf into a banner and led a successful rebellion against the British.
Arbabzadah reveals for the first time Afghans own vibrant internal deliberations--on sex and soap operas;
conspiracy theories; drugs and diplomacy; terrorism and the Taliban; and how along-dead soothsayer from
Bulgaria accidentally shut down a newspaper. Many different Afghan sensibilities are presented in her book,
yet together they offer an unvarnished, at times heartwarming, at timestragic, insight into one of the most
complex and fascinating countries on earth.
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Editorial Review
Review

"A fresh, funny, provocative voice. Arbabzadah's candid memories and comments are atimely reminder that
Afghanistan is a country, not merely a conflict."--Jason Burke, author of On The Road to Kandahar: Travels
Through Conflict in the Iamic World and The 9/11 Wars

"Part memoir, part journalism and part storytelling, the book is a heady ride into the craziness that is Afghan
life [Arbabzadah's] deep affection for Afghanistan is as obvious as is her amusement about the absurdity of
lifethere ... For alook into an often misunderstood country from awoman who is both an outsider and an
insider, Afghan Rumour Bazaar isamust read." -- Jyotsna Nambiar, PostNoon

"Nushin Arbabzadah's Afghanistan is awonderful and terrible place, aland of heart-stopping beauty and
unspeakable horrors ... The book is chaotic, and wonderfully so. Its great strength as a national portrait is that
the jJumble of anecdote and analysis, with serious scholarship and pithy observation and trivial detail all
thrown in together, feels three-dimensional and complete." -- Cordelia Jenkins, Mint

" Afghan Rumour Bazaar takes the reader deep into the Afghan culture ... The book offers an almost-
irreverent, splendidly revealing take on Afghanistan." -- The Telegraph (Calcutta)

" Afghan Rumour Bazaar by Cambridge scholar Nushin Arbabzadah is a brilliant narrative of the often-
overlooked emerging threads and subcultures in Afghanistan." -- Outlook Magazine

"...invaluable and ground-breaking. For the first time, an Afghan, and awoman at that, takes Westerners into
the world(s) of her countrymen and gives them an insider's guide to these people who are all too often cast in
simplistic, onedimensional terms." -- Brian Glyn Williams, Central Asian Survey

About the Author

Nushin Arbabzadah grew up in Kabul during the Soviet occupation, and as a teenager fled Afghanistan
with her family. She later studied at Cambridge University and now writes a column in The Guardian.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carl White:

Within other case, little people like to read book Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret Sub-Cultures, Hidden
Worlds and the Everyday Life of the Absurd. Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
Given that we know about how isimportant some sort of book Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret Sub-Cultures,
Hidden Worlds and the Everyday Life of the Absurd. Y ou can add information and of course you can around
the world by abook. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your
country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. Itiscalled e-
book. Y ou may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Roxanne M azon:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by studying books. It isagood choice in your case but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret Sub-
Cultures, Hidden Worlds and the Everyday Life of the Absurd is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Vincent Newton:

The book untitled Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret Sub-Cultures, Hidden Worlds and the Everyday Life of
the Absurd is the book that recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content
that will be shown to you. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The article author was did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that
they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou aso could get the e-book of Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret
Sub-Cultures, Hidden Worlds and the Everyday Life of the Absurd from the publisher to make you alot
more enjoy freetime.

Nicholas Thiede:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
abook. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking for
the Afghan Rumour Bazaar: Secret Sub-Cultures, Hidden Worlds and the Everyday Life of the Absurd when
you desired it?
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