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International law has recently emerged as the subject-matter of an exciting new
field of philosophical investigation. The Philosophy of International Law
contains 29 cutting-edge essays by leading philosophers and international
lawyers, all published here in English for the first time, that address the central
philosophical questions about international law.

The volume's overarching theme is the moral and political values that should
guide the assessment and development of international law and institutions.
Some of the essays tackle general topics such as the sources and legitimacy of
international law, the nature of international legal adjudication, whether
international law can or should aspire to be 'democratic', and the significance of
state sovereignty. The other contributions address philosophical problems arising
in specific domains of international law, such as human rights law, international
economic law, international criminal law, international environmental law, and
the laws of war.

This volume is the most up-to-date and comprehensive treatment of the
philosophy of international law in existence. It is also distinguished by its
'dialogical' methodology: there are two essays on each topic, with the second
author engaging with the arguments of the first. It is an invaluable resource for
anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the nature and value of international
law.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a book for a deeper understanding and appreciation of international law. Recommended." --CHOICE

"...what international law today needs is exactly the kind of systematic and normative thinking about its
structures and implications that Besson, Tasioulas, and their co-authors exercise in this book."
--Isabelle Ley, Global Law Books

About the Author

Samantha Besson is Professor of Public International Law and European Law at the University of Fribourg.
Her publications and research interests lie in legal philosophy and democratic theory, in particular as applied
to international and European law-making. Besides numerous publications in French, she is the author of the
monograph The Morality of Conflict (Hart Publishing: Oxford, 2005) and the co-editor of the forthcoming
collection of essays Legal Republicanism: National and International (Oxford University Press: Oxford,
2009).

John Tasioulas is a Reader in Moral and Legal Philosophy at the University of Oxford and a Fellow of
Corpus Christi College, Oxford. He is also a Principal Research Fellow at the Centre for Applied Philosophy
and Public Ethics at the Australian National University. He has published on various topics in moral, legal
and political philosophy. He is currently working on a monograph on the philosophy of human rights with
the support of a British Academy Research Development Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Wilhelm:

This The Philosophy of International Law are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Philosophy of International Law can be among the great
books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with information
that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Philosophy of
International Law giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.



Michael Roberts:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Philosophy of International Law, you may enjoy both. It
is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Dale Eich:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list is The Philosophy of International Law. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Kay Davidson:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking the The
Philosophy of International Law when you required it?
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