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On the night of the 2000 presidential election, Americans watched on television
as polling results divided the nation's map into red and blue states. Since then the
color divide has become symbolic of a culture war that thrives on stereotypes--
pickup-driving red-state Republicans who vote based on God, guns, and gays;
and elitist blue-state Democrats woefully out of touch with heartland values.
With wit and prodigious number crunching, Andrew Gelman debunks these and
other political myths.

This expanded edition includes new data and easy-to-read graphics explaining
the 2008 election. Red Sate, Blue Sate, Rich Sate, Poor State is a must-read for
anyone seeking to make sense of today's fractured political landscape.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

As the 2008 election season reaches its peak, media pundits will speak gravely of the deep ideological
divisionsreflected in a political map of red and blue states, but according to Gelman (statistics & political
science, Columbia Univ.), much of the analysts' glib assessments is misguided and does little to advance our
understanding of why Americans have voted as they have. He crunched U.S. survey and election data as far
back as 1952; compared his data where appropriate to similar data from Mexico, Canada, and other
countries; and discovered that the economic status of individuals and the economic conditions of each state
asawhole lead to two different conclusions. on the one hand, the less wealthy a voter is, the more likely the
voter isto cast aballot for a Democrat; the better-off the voter, the more likely he or sheisto vote
Republican. Y et states with a higher average income are more likely to support a Democratic presidential
candidate. He discovered that wealthy votersin a poor state (e.g., Mississippi, with many poor) consistently
support Republicans, while Connecticut, with many wealthy, regularly backs Democrats. Ohio is near the
center of income distribution and alternates between the parties. This seeming paradox islost on the media's
talking heads because they focus only on the state-level data, |eading them to the simplistic red-blue
paradigm, ignoring the importance of individual voters decisions. Gelman finds that the above relationships
hold on a county level aswell. After examining other factors such asreligiosity and cultural valuesfor clues
to explain voting behavior, he offers suggestions about how the Democratic Party can improve its chancesin
the 2008 election. Thisis afascinating, well-written, and thoroughly researched work that deserves awide
audience. Highly recommended for al libraries—Thomas J. Baldino, Wilkes Univ., PA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"Gelman and a group of fellow political scientists crunch numbers and draw graphs, arriving at a picture that
refutesthe[ideq] . . . of poor red-staters voting Republican against their economic interests. Instead, Gelman

persuasively argues, the poor in both red states and blue still mostly vote Democratic, and the rich, nationally
speaking, overwhelmingly vote Republican.”--L eo Carey, New Yorker

"Commentators on both the left and the right have theorized about why working-class Kansas farmers and
latte-sipping Maryland suburbanites vote against their economic interests. . . . Thereal paradox, [Gelman)]
says, isthat whilerich states |ean Democratic, rich people generally vote Republican; while poor states lean
Republican, poor people generally vote Democratic."--Alan Cooper man, Washington Post Book World

"Thisisthe Freakonomics-style analysis that every candidate and campaign consultant should read."--
Robert Sommer, New York Observer

"Gelman works hisway, state by state, to help us better understand the relationship of class, culture, and
voting. The book is aterrific read and offers much insight into the changing electoral landscape.”--Sudhir
Venkatesh, Freakonomics blog

"[T]his book already analyzes far more data than do most. On that note, it isworth lauding another of this
book's strengths: itsrich graphical presentation of evidence. Its numerous figures often allow the reader to
see the data and to draw one's own inferences, and they render the book accessible to those with little
statistical training."--Gabriel S. Lenz, Public Opinion Quarterly



"Although the book is stronger on description than interpretation, it raises important questions and presents
its findings in a clear and readabl e fashion that encourages replication, critique, and elaboration. . . . Red
Sate, Blue Sate shows that much can be learned from applying serious quantitative analysis to popular
ideas. It debunks popular misconceptions, but also reveals the limitations of most academic analyses."--
David L. Weakliem, I nternational Review of Modern Sociology

From the Back Cover

"Thisimpressive socia science analysis stands much palitical punditry on its head. So far as voting goes, the
guestion is less why poor Americans are victims of false consciousness than why affluent Americansin
wealthy states are traitors to their class."--Morris P. Fiorina, author of Culture War?: The Myth of a
Polarized America

"I enjoyed reading this book. | learned alot about political misconceptions and counterintuitive properties of
elections--my view of political datawill never be the same."--Nassim Nicholas Taleb, author of The Black
Swan

"Andrew Gelman has turned his eagle-eyed research on the American voter into an excellent book, Red
Sate, Blue Sate, Rich State, Poor Sate. If you ever doubted the value of empirical research, this book will
change your mind. It's full of novel, data-driven results.”--Bryan Caplan, author of The Myth of the
Rational Voter

"The divide in American politicsis about more than the ideological distance between the two parties.
Through careful statistical analysis, Andrew Gelman solves the mystery of how Democrats can do so well in
certain places where rich people live, yet still not be the party of the rich. This book will help people on all
sides to see politics more clearly, and it will require al of us to toss many pieces of conventional wisdom
into the dustbin."--E. J. Dionne Jr., author of Why Americans Hate Poalitics

"Occasionaly, there are books providing insights into the political process that force abasic change in the
way people think about elections. Thisis one of them. The author makes clear that while North-South or red-
blue divides reflect both 'have versus have-not' conflicts and the more recent liberalization of the upscale
'creative class, the state-by-state reality is much more nuanced and complex. This volume points the way to
whole new lines of research and is essential reading for those interested in the future of American political
parties."--Thomas Edsall, Columbia University, political editor of the Huffington Post



"Andrew Gelman has been poring over datatrying to get at the driving forces at work in American politics.
His findings suggest that the dividesin Americarun deep and are linked to an ongoing, internal battle
between two increasingly distinct American economies."--Richard Florida, author of The Rise of the
Creative Class

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brenda Schweiger:

Thereserve with title Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State: Why Americans Vote the Way They Do
contains alot of information that you can find out it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. That
book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

Kathryn Cannon:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled
Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State: Why Americans Vote the Way They Do your head will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in abook then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get before. The Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State: Why
Americans Vote the Way They Do giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the relaxing
pattern thisis your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Janelle Smith:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Red State, Blue State, Rich
State, Poor State: Why Americans Vote the Way They Do that give your fun preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor
State: Why Americans Vote the Way They Do become your starter.



Kathryn Richardson:

Y ou can obtain this Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State: Why Americans Vote the Way They Do by
go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are till
revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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