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For thousands of years, people have been planning attacks, captures, chases, and
conquests--in short, they've been playing board games. Now, in The Oxford
History of Board Games, David Parlett investigates the myriad board games that
have developed through the ages and around the world.
Here are the origins and development of our favorite games, from the Egyptian
and Asian ancestors of Chess, Checkers, and Backgammon, to the invention of
such modern classics as Monopoly, Clue, and Scrabble. Parlett groups the games
in different families--such as those based on races or chases, wars or hunts,
capture or blockade--and then provides a fascinating history of each family.
Throughout the book, Parlett pays close--indeed, loving--attention to traditional
games, the charming folk entertainments that have grown up through the
centuries, and which exhibit endless local variations. Likewise, he devotes
enthusiastic coverage to lesser-known and experimental games. Thus the book is
no mere catalog of the familiar, but takes the reader into a world a games they
have never known before. And not only does he describe the rules and strategies
of the games, but Parlett also draws on 20 year's experience as a professional
games researcher, critic, and inventor, to offer many perceptive insights into the
thinking involved in creating these games. And, finally, Parlett also illuminates
the significance of game-playing as a central part of human experience--as vital
to a culture as its music, dance, and literature.
Written with great affection and authority, and beautifully illustrated with period
art and helpful diagrams that show the finer points of the games, this is a
fascinating and accessible guide to a richly rewarding subject.
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For thousands of years, people have been planning attacks, captures, chases, and conquests--in short, they've
been playing board games. Now, in The Oxford History of Board Games, David Parlett investigates the
myriad board games that have developed through the ages and around the world.
Here are the origins and development of our favorite games, from the Egyptian and Asian ancestors of
Chess, Checkers, and Backgammon, to the invention of such modern classics as Monopoly, Clue, and
Scrabble. Parlett groups the games in different families--such as those based on races or chases, wars or
hunts, capture or blockade--and then provides a fascinating history of each family. Throughout the book,
Parlett pays close--indeed, loving--attention to traditional games, the charming folk entertainments that have
grown up through the centuries, and which exhibit endless local variations. Likewise, he devotes enthusiastic
coverage to lesser-known and experimental games. Thus the book is no mere catalog of the familiar, but
takes the reader into a world a games they have never known before. And not only does he describe the rules
and strategies of the games, but Parlett also draws on 20 year's experience as a professional games
researcher, critic, and inventor, to offer many perceptive insights into the thinking involved in creating these
games. And, finally, Parlett also illuminates the significance of game-playing as a central part of human
experience--as vital to a culture as its music, dance, and literature.
Written with great affection and authority, and beautifully illustrated with period art and helpful diagrams
that show the finer points of the games, this is a fascinating and accessible guide to a richly rewarding
subject.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This book by Parlett (A Dictionary of Card Games, Oxford Univ., 1992) is a superb work that succeeds in
defining board games from their ancient inception to the present day. The most basic games were of a race
nature (from point A to point B). Board games then evolved by implementing dice, cards, extra pieces, and
territories. This exhaustive work is more an informative reference than an easy read, with subjects divided
into Race Games, Space Games, Chase Games, Displace Games, and War Games (such as chess). The book
gets high marks for historical depth, and includes game varieties from every country. Readers will find one
shortcoming, however: a lack of "how-to" strategies for winning play. Instead, there is detailed research on
the mechanisms of games. This is a worthy updating of H.J.R. Murray's classic A History of Board Games
Other Than Chess (1952). Great tidbits or obscure, entertaining facts can be found on any given page. The
game mechanisms can also be applied with little ingenuity. Highly recommended.AMarty Soven, Woodside,
NY
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
The most enjoyable thing about this book is that it describes the rules for hundreds of board games....This
book will require you to think in ways you never before though possible. For the same reason, though, you
probably won't be able to put this one down. -- Steven Robert Allen, Weekly Alibi, July 21, 1999

About the Author

David Parlett is a games expert of international reputation. A former editor of Games & Puzzles magazine,
he has written many books on card and word games, and has himself invented many games, including Hare
& Tortoise, which has been published in ten languages and won many awards, including Germany's
prestigious Game of the Year award for 1979.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

Here thing why this kind of Oxford History of Board Games are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. Oxford History of Board Games giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with Oxford History
of Board Games. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Oxford History of Board Games in e-book can be your alternate.

Therese McGaha:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Oxford History of Board Games book



written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by
anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Oxford History of Board Games as
good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can break don't ascertain
book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Robert Rochester:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you think
reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-
book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Oxford History of Board Games
which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Simona Vela:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Oxford History of Board Games to make your own
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be
very first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it. Beside that the book Oxford History of
Board Games can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of these time.
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