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Editorial Review

From the Publisher
For many centuries West Africa was a region of powerful kingdoms and large empires. Here are the dramatic
stories of some of the region's strongest and most innovative rulers. This series is the definitive collection of
informational books for intermediate-middle grade readers.

About the Author
Sylviane Anna Diouf is the author of fiction and nonfiction books for adults and children and of numerous
articles for international publications and scholarly journals and books. She specializes in the history of
Africa and of people of African origin. Of Senegalese and French parentage, she has lived in various African
and European countries and in the United States. Sylviane Diouf is a university professor and lives in New
York with her son.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
For many centuries there have been organized states and powerful empires in West Africa. Their wealth
came from agriculture and mining, which gave rise to trade through the region and with Central and North
Africa. The kingdoms and empires in the area expanded to control the trade activity. The stories of three
rulers convey the history of the region and show the important role trade played. Mansa Musa (c. 1280-
1337), emperor of Mali established trade and cultural relations with the Islamic World. Osei Tutu (c. 1660-
1717) of Asante (Ghana) used commercial ties with the Europeans to expand his territories.Queen Ndate
Yalla Mbodj (c. 1810-1860) of Walo (in Senegal) tried to protect the trade and independence of her kingdom
from a French takeover.

A Powerful Muslim State

Ancient Ghana was the first important empire to rise in West Africa. It dominated the region in the eighth
century but later weakened. Ancient Mali was the second important West African empire. In 1235, its
founder, Sundiata Keita and his army conquered the crumbling Ghana. By the mid-eleventh century, the
rulers, many of the educated people, and the traders had become Muslims. They were followers of Islam, the
religion brought by the Prophet Muhammad. The empire of Mali opened trade and cultural relations with
other Muslim countries such as Morocco, Egypt, and Arabia. Mali reached its height under Emperor Mansa
Musa in the fourteenth century. It was one of the best organized and largest empires in the world at that time.

Europeans and the Slave Trade

In the forest regions of southern West Africa, large kingdoms arose in the fourteenth century. Shortly after,
Europeans arrived and built forts on the Atlantic coast, many of them on the Gold Coast (present-day Ghana)
to control the gold and slave trades. They provided weapons to local rulers who fought each other to expand
their territories. They sold their prisoners of war to the European merchants. The prisoners were then shipped
to the Americas as slaves. In the seventeenth century, the kingdom of Asante, led by Osei Tutu, became the
most powerful state in the region.

The Beginning of Colonization

The nineteenth century was a time of great changes. The slave trade and slavery were abolished by 1848, and
the people could live in peace after more than 300 years of devastation. But it also saw the end of a world:



The last African kingdoms disappeared, as the colonial powers -France, Great Britain, and Portugal- took
control. The first kingdom to be conquered by the French was Walo, in Senegal ruled by Queen Ndate Yalla
Mbodj. By the end of the century, West Africa was totally conquered. Kings Mansa Musa and Osei Tutu,
and Queen Ndate Yalla Mbodj reigned during three important eras in West Africa.The stories of their lives
help us to understand this region's history.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Pascual:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important usually. The book Kings and Queens of West Africa (Watts Library) has been
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather
advantages for you. The e-book Kings and Queens of West Africa (Watts Library) is not only giving you
more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Kings and Queens of West
Africa (Watts Library). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Karen Jude:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Kings and Queens of West Africa (Watts Library) was filled with regards to
science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Corey Mason:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's internal or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not
important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important to suit your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like.
Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Kings and Queens of West Africa (Watts
Library) can make you feel more interested to read.

Bruce Davis:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.



With the book Kings and Queens of West Africa (Watts Library) we can get more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Kings and Queens of West
Africa (Watts Library). You can more inviting than now.
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