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This volume explores a timely and controversial theoretical issue in cinematic
adaptation studies: the necessity and value of fidelity as a yardstick by which to
measure film adaptations of literary and dramatic works. Recent publications in
the field have argued that adaptation criticism has been too focused on fidelity
and unjustly privileges the literary source over the film adaptation. Film theorists
who object to this perceived bias recommend that criticism of film adaptations
develop a more intertextual paradigm, following the tenets of post-structuralist
literary theory. Yet this approach risks throwing the field into chaotic relativism.
The essays in this volume suggest, rather, that there is now a continuum of
critical perspectives that use fidelity, or the comparative methodology which is
its essence, both more and less as a benchmark for critiquing and evaluating film
adaptations. Similarly, cinematic adaptations themselves have for some time
operated on a spectrum of more or less fidelity to their primary literary or
dramatic sources. A plurality (rather than an infinity) of critical approaches
allows the field of adaptation studies to express a breadth of perspectives and
interests while still maintaining the relational heart of the enterprise. All the
chapters in this book were initially plenary lectures, individual papers, or panel
presentations (with discussion) heard at the Literature/Film Assoiation annual
conference held at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 2005. The
in/fidelity continuum is organized as follows. Early essays express the desire for
fidelity in film adaptation and/or demonstrate the ways in which several films,
despite some textual and contextual interference, manage to remain relatively
faithful to literary sources in one way or another. The next essays show how
textual and contextual influences draw film adaptations into infidelities of
various kinds. Later chapters offer examples of cinematic adaptations which have
tenuous connections to their alleged sources or critique central elements of those
sources. After a post-structuralist analysis of adaptation theory, the panel and
following discussion provide some arguments both for and against fidelity
criticism, including reasons for its persistence and ways to break its continuing,
though changing, spell.
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This volume explores a timely and controversial theoretical issue in cinematic adaptation studies: the
necessity and value of fidelity as a yardstick by which to measure film adaptations of literary and dramatic
works. Recent publications in the field have argued that adaptation criticism has been too focused on fidelity
and unjustly privileges the literary source over the film adaptation. Film theorists who object to this
perceived bias recommend that criticism of film adaptations develop a more intertextual paradigm, following
the tenets of post-structuralist literary theory. Yet this approach risks throwing the field into chaotic
relativism. The essays in this volume suggest, rather, that there is now a continuum of critical perspectives
that use fidelity, or the comparative methodology which is its essence, both more and less as a benchmark for
critiquing and evaluating film adaptations. Similarly, cinematic adaptations themselves have for some time
operated on a spectrum of more or less fidelity to their primary literary or dramatic sources. A plurality
(rather than an infinity) of critical approaches allows the field of adaptation studies to express a breadth of
perspectives and interests while still maintaining the relational heart of the enterprise. All the chapters in this
book were initially plenary lectures, individual papers, or panel presentations (with discussion) heard at the
Literature/Film Assoiation annual conference held at Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 2005.
The in/fidelity continuum is organized as follows. Early essays express the desire for fidelity in film
adaptation and/or demonstrate the ways in which several films, despite some textual and contextual
interference, manage to remain relatively faithful to literary sources in one way or another. The next essays
show how textual and contextual influences draw film adaptations into infidelities of various kinds. Later
chapters offer examples of cinematic adaptations which have tenuous connections to their alleged sources or
critique central elements of those sources. After a post-structuralist analysis of adaptation theory, the panel
and following discussion provide some arguments both for and against fidelity criticism, including reasons
for its persistence and ways to break its continuing, though changing, spell.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David L. Kranz teaches Shakespeare, Early Modern English literature, and film at Dickinson College. A
contributing editor to Literature/Film Quarterly, he is the author of numerous journal articles and book
chapters on Shakespeare and on film adaptation. Nancy C. Mellerski teaches French and film studies at
Dickinson College, She is the co-author of The Public Eye: Ideology and the Police Procedural (with Robert
P. Winston) and of Issues in the French-Speaking World (with Michael B. Kline). She has also published
articles on French cinema.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Corey Barksdale:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation. Try to face the book
In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel
alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Edgar Workman:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just their
can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation to read.

James Bassler:

Here thing why this In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as tasty
as food or not. In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation.
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even
in your technique home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe
the form of In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation in e-book can be your substitute.



Sam Nielsen:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more time
to be go through. In/Fidelity: Essays on Film Adaptation can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short extra time problems.
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