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What happens at a synagogue service? What are the rules for keeping kosher?
How do | light the Hanukah candles? What isin the Hebrew Bible? What do
the Jewish holidays signify? What should | be teaching my children about
being Jewish?

A landmark reference, here is an indispensable one-volume guide to the religious
traditions, everyday practices, philosophical beliefs, and historical foundations of
Judaism -- everything you need to know about being Jewish. In Essential
Judaism, George Robinson has created the accessible compendium that he sought
when he rediscovered his Jewish roots as an adult. Robinson illuminates the
Jewish life cycle at every stage, and lays out many fascinating aspects of Judaism
-- the Kabbalah, Jewish mysticism, the evolution of Hasidism, and much more --
while keeping afirm focus on the different paths to living agood Jewish lifein
today's world.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs and Ritualsis abrief but comprehensive layman's
handbook to Jewish prayer, worship, festivals, customs, history, language, philosophy, and ideology. Its
author, George Robinson, returned to synagogue after a 20-year absence and found himself utterly confused
about the basics of hisreligion, despite having attended Hebrew school. He looked far and wide for a
reference work that would help him get his bearings but did not find one; so he wrote one himself.
Raobinson's background as ajournalist proved to be an asset in this project, which shows evidence of much
detective work, the results of which are plainly described and clearly organized. Robinson is sensitive to the
many perspectives of contemporary Judaism without being mealy-mouthed. His work is atriumph of
diplomacy and clear thinking; his overview of Hebrew Scripture, and his excellent K osher primer, would be
worth the price of this book in themselves.

From Publishers Weekly

Ten years ago, Robinson entered a Reform synagogue for the first time since adolescence. He became an
active congregant, but he discovered in his reincorporation of certain rituals and practices that he "was often
baffled" by what occurred in the synagogue. This expansive tome attempts to provide the essential s of
Judaism for novices, outsiders and those who, like Robinson, rediscovered their heritage as adults. It'san
excellent introductory resource, vast but accessibly organized. Robinson first covers the most ritually
significant Jewish prayers and walks the reader through atypical Shabbat service. He presents the basic facts
about holidays and the Jewish calendar, then explores Jewish life-cycle rituals from bris to burial and
includes a catch-all chapter on other practices such as Kashrut. By beginning with Jewish practice, rather
than history or law, Robinson centers the core of Judaism in everyday life. The book's second half isa
whirlwind tour of Torah and Talmud, Kabbalah and Jewish philosophers, with akey explanatory chapter on
historical developments such as Hasidism and Zionism. Notably absent is the history of the Holocaust and
the founding of Israel; Robinson notes that the Judaica sections of most bookstores aready overflow with
such historical information, and he explores instead the scope of Jews reactions to those events. Thisisa
valuable, sensitive one-volume guide to Jewish practice. (Mar.)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Written by an informed layperson for a popular audience, this book can be understood and appreciated by
Jew and non-Jew alike. Robinson, aformer syndicated columnist, writes as a committed Reform Jew
attempting to fairly present the viewpoints of the various modern Jewish movements (Conservative,
Reconstructionist, Orthodox). The book is divided into nine chapters that focus on such issues as prayer and
ritual, festivals, the life cycle, the Hebrew Bible, the Talmud, and Jewish mysticism. The appendix contains
some key documents, atime line of major events, and a discussion of what is kosher. There is also a helpful
glossary of Jewish terms. The book is extremely readable with a clean layout and highlighted sidebars. The
best introduction to Judaism remains Milton Steinberg's concise Basic Judaism (1947), but this book is a
welcome addition to the subject. Highly recommended for most libraries.

-Paul M. Kaplan, Lake Villa Digt. Lib., IL

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
William Hoover :

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs & Rituals. Try
to stumble through book Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs & Rituals as your good
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience aswell as
knowledge with this book.

Marissa Wegener:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guysthis particular aren't like that. This Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs &
Rituals book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want
to offer to you. The writer of Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs & Rituals content
conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
articlesbut it just different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide
to Beliefs, Customs & Ritualsis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Mark Malek:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, aswell as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It isreally fun for you persondly. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading areserve. The book Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs &
Ritualsit is extremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual
e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book features high quality.

Betty Jordan:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust ssmple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. Among the books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Essential Judaism: A Complete Guide to Beliefs, Customs & Rituals. This
book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious



person. By looking up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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