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Fred Korematsu's decision to resist F.D.R.'s Executive Order 9066, which
provided authority for the internment of Japanese Americans during World War
II, was initially the case of a young man following his heart: he wanted to remain
in California with his white fiancée. However, he quickly came to realize that it
was more than just a personal choice; it was a matter of basic human rights.

After refusing to leave for incarceration when ordered, Korematsu was
eventually arrested and convicted of a federal crime before being sent to the
internment camp at Topaz, Utah.

He appealed his conviction to the Supreme Court, which, in one of the most
infamous cases in American legal history, upheld the wartime orders. Forty years
later, in the early 1980s, a team of young attorneys resurrected Korematsu's case.
This time, Korematsu was victorious, and his conviction was overturned, helping
to pave the way for Japanese American redress.

Lorraine Bannai, who was a young attorney on that legal team, combines insider
knowledge of the case with extensive archival research, personal letters, and
unprecedented access to Korematsu his family, and close friends. She uncovers
the inspiring story of a humble, soft-spoken man who fought tirelessly against
human rights abuses long after he was exonerated. In 1998, President Bill Clinton
awarded Korematsu the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
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Fred Korematsu's decision to resist F.D.R.'s Executive Order 9066, which provided authority for the
internment of Japanese Americans during World War II, was initially the case of a young man following his
heart: he wanted to remain in California with his white fiancée. However, he quickly came to realize that it
was more than just a personal choice; it was a matter of basic human rights.

After refusing to leave for incarceration when ordered, Korematsu was eventually arrested and convicted of a
federal crime before being sent to the internment camp at Topaz, Utah.

He appealed his conviction to the Supreme Court, which, in one of the most infamous cases in American
legal history, upheld the wartime orders. Forty years later, in the early 1980s, a team of young attorneys
resurrected Korematsu's case. This time, Korematsu was victorious, and his conviction was overturned,
helping to pave the way for Japanese American redress.

Lorraine Bannai, who was a young attorney on that legal team, combines insider knowledge of the case with
extensive archival research, personal letters, and unprecedented access to Korematsu his family, and close
friends. She uncovers the inspiring story of a humble, soft-spoken man who fought tirelessly against human
rights abuses long after he was exonerated. In 1998, President Bill Clinton awarded Korematsu the
Presidential Medal of Freedom.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wonderful! A moving portrait of a seemingly ordinary man, motivated by love, whose passionate resistance
transformed him into Fred Korematsu - an icon of the Japanese American Redress movement, and a true
defender of American liberties."?Lane Hirabayashi, coauthor of A Principled Stand: The Story of
Hirabayashi v. United States

"A remarkable story of a man who stood up and spoke out in the same tradition of others in this country who
have spoken out against oppression and discrimination. This is what makes America strong – people who
have faith in our ideals and who have the guts to stand up for them. Fred Korematsu was an ordinary man
who did extraordinary deeds and with that he made history."?George Takei, actor and activist

"Enduring Conviction brilliantly tells the story of an ordinary American with extraordinary courage. Lorraine
Bannai has given us the best biography of a litigant in a famous ? and infamous ? Supreme Court case that
has yet been written."?Peter Irons, author of Justices at War: The Story of the Japanese American Cases

"Bannai unravels, like an engaging novel, the story of Fred Korematsu, the wrongs he endured, and the
fortitude he demonstrated. A quiet and modest citizen who thought he'd lost his country, Korematsu and his
courage give hope to the rest of us – that we too can stand up to right injustice."?Linda Tamura, author of
Nisei Soldiers Break Their Silence

"Lorraine Bannai had a frontline position in the struggle for Japanese American inclusion, and her telling of
one man's story is so much more than that. She shows that in times of crisis, the appeal of authoritarian,
scapegoating rhetoric is a menace to democracy. The Korematsu story is about fighting back against fear and
hate, thereby holding our nation to its highest ideals."?Mari Matsuda, author of Where is Your Body?: Essays
on Race, Gender and the Law

About the Author
Lorraine K. Bannai is director of the Fred T. Korematsu Center for Law and Equality and professor of legal
skills at Seattle University School of Law.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rocio Linville:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Enduring Conviction: Fred Korematsu and His Quest for Justice (Scott and
Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word
style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving
possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Enduring Conviction: Fred
Korematsu and His Quest for Justice (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) content
conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Enduring Conviction: Fred
Korematsu and His Quest for Justice (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) is not loveable



to be your top record reading book?

Carol Williams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more time to be go
through. Enduring Conviction: Fred Korematsu and His Quest for Justice (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in
Asian American Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short extra
time problems.

Michael Brown:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Enduring Conviction: Fred
Korematsu and His Quest for Justice (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Marvin Ober:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Enduring Conviction: Fred
Korematsu and His Quest for Justice (Scott and Laurie Oki Series in Asian American Studies) can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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