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A number of scholars have found that concepts such as mutation, selection, and
random drift, which emerged from the theory of biological evolution, may also
explain evolutionary phenomenain other disciplines as well. Drawing on these
concepts, Professors Cavalli-Sforza and Feldman classify and systematize the
various modes of transmitting "culture” and explore their consequences for
cultura evolution. In the process, they develop a mathematical theory of the non-
genetic transmission of cultural traits that provides a framework for future
investigations in gquantitative social and anthropological science.

The authors use quantitative models that incorporate the various modes of
transmission (for example, parent-child, peer-peer, and teacher-student), and
evaluate data from sociology, archaeology, and epidemiology in terms of the
models. They show that the various modes of transmission in conjunction with
cultural and natural selection produce various rates of cultural evolution and
various degrees of diversity within and between groups. The same framework
can be used for explaining phenomena as apparently unrelated as linguistics,
epidemics, social values and customs, and diffusion of innovations. The authors
conclude that cultural transmission is an essential factor in the study of cultural
change.
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A number of scholars have found that concepts such as mutation, selection, and random drift, which emerged
from the theory of biological evolution, may also explain evolutionary phenomenain other disciplines as
well. Drawing on these concepts, Professors Cavalli-Sforza and Feldman classify and systematize the various
modes of transmitting "culture" and explore their consequences for cultural evolution. In the process, they
develop amathematical theory of the non-genetic transmission of cultural traits that provides a framework
for future investigations in quantitative social and anthropological science.

The authors use quantitative model s that incorporate the various modes of transmission (for example, parent-
child, peer-peer, and teacher-student), and evaluate data from sociology, archaeology, and epidemiology in
terms of the models. They show that the various modes of transmission in conjunction with cultural and
natural selection produce various rates of cultural evolution and various degrees of diversity within and
between groups. The same framework can be used for explaining phenomena as apparently unrelated as
linguistics, epidemics, socia values and customs, and diffusion of innovations. The authors conclude that
cultural transmission is an essential factor in the study of cultural change.
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Editorial Review

Review

"To understand human evolution, we require, among other things, atheory describing the dynamics of
culturally acquired phenotypes. In this book, Cavalli-Sforza and Feldman present a series of theoretical
models that represent an important beginning toward such atheory."--BioScience

From the Back Cover

The authors use quantitative models that incorporate the various modes of transmission (for example, parent-
child, peer-peer, and teacher-student), and evaluate data from sociology, archaeology, and epidemiology in
terms of the models.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michadl Banks:

This Cultural Transmission and Evolution book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will get. This Cultura
Transmission and Evolution without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Cultural Transmission and Evolution can bring whenever
you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it within your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Cultural Transmission and Evolution having excellent arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Grace Godwin:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. Thisreading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want really feel happy read one using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Cultural
Transmission and Evolution iskind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Frank Bullard:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Cultural
Transmission and Evolution suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in this era.
The book untitled Cultural Transmission and Evolutionis one of several books which everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the smple way, therefore



all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

James Thrasher:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
Thefirst thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Cultural Transmission and Evolution can be very good book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.
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