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Sam Goodman, was a long-time thief, fence, and quasi-legitimate businessman.
He had a criminal career that spanned fifty years, beginning in his mid-teens and
ending with his death when he was in his mid-sixties. Confessions of a Dying
Thief is an in-depth ethnographic study of Sam and his world based on
continuous contact with him for many years, on multiple interviews with his
network of associates in crime and business, and on a series of interviews with
him shortly before he died.

The book updates and greatly expands the case study of Sam Goodman's fencing
activity found in Steffensmeier's award-winning 1986 book The Fence: In the
Shadow of Two Worlds. It combines Sam's colorful narrative accounts with
substantive commentary by the authors to provide a more nuanced portrayal of
criminal careers, illegal enterprise, and the broad landscape comprising the entity
called "crime." To more fully understand pathways into and out of crime as well
as the social organization of illegal enterprise, the authors propose an integrative
learning-opportunity-commitment framework that combines differential
association/social learning theory and an extended conceptualization of criminal
opportunity with a three-fold theory of commitment to crime. This framework
offers an integrated and more complete way of understanding mechanisms that
underlie criminal offending and criminal careers. It also recognizes the
complexity and scope of the criminal landscape and its embeddedness in the
fabric of the larger society, including its criminal justice system.
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Sam's illness and death are a sobering backdrop throughout the whole book.
However, Confessions is not just a dying thief's intimate confessions. Rather, it is
a rare and penetrating journey into the dynamics of criminal careers and the
social organization of criminal enterprise, as experienced by a veteran thief and
fence and his network of key associates.
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Sam Goodman, was a long-time thief, fence, and quasi-legitimate businessman. He had a criminal career that
spanned fifty years, beginning in his mid-teens and ending with his death when he was in his mid-sixties.
Confessions of a Dying Thief is an in-depth ethnographic study of Sam and his world based on continuous
contact with him for many years, on multiple interviews with his network of associates in crime and
business, and on a series of interviews with him shortly before he died.

The book updates and greatly expands the case study of Sam Goodman's fencing activity found in
Steffensmeier's award-winning 1986 book The Fence: In the Shadow of Two Worlds. It combines Sam's
colorful narrative accounts with substantive commentary by the authors to provide a more nuanced portrayal
of criminal careers, illegal enterprise, and the broad landscape comprising the entity called "crime." To more
fully understand pathways into and out of crime as well as the social organization of illegal enterprise, the
authors propose an integrative learning-opportunity-commitment framework that combines differential
association/social learning theory and an extended conceptualization of criminal opportunity with a three-
fold theory of commitment to crime. This framework offers an integrated and more complete way of
understanding mechanisms that underlie criminal offending and criminal careers. It also recognizes the
complexity and scope of the criminal landscape and its embeddedness in the fabric of the larger society,
including its criminal justice system.

Sam's illness and death are a sobering backdrop throughout the whole book. However, Confessions is not just
a dying thief's intimate confessions. Rather, it is a rare and penetrating journey into the dynamics of criminal
careers and the social organization of criminal enterprise, as experienced by a veteran thief and fence and his
network of key associates.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Confessions of a Dying Thief completes one of the best case studies in criminology literature. It provides a
fascinating, if sobering, first-hand account of one man’s criminal career and much material for
criminological theorizing. Students and scholars alike will find it a valuable resource.”

—Steven E. Barkan, Contemporary Sociology

"American criminology was born through a merger of theory and multiple methods that addressed the
ecology of crime, the learning of criminal behavior, and the careers of law-breakers. The 'case study' was
central to that development, filling in the qualitative personal details that illustrated the general theories that
would continue to endure into the twenty-first century. Steffensmeier and Ulmer's Confessions of a Dying
Thief should be added to the classic case studies that manage to bridge the gap between general ideas in
sociological criminology and experiences of real individuals in a complex social world."

—Gary Jensen, Professor and Chair of Sociology, Vanderbilt University

"Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise by Darrell
Steffensmeier and Jeffrey T. Ulmer is an ethnographic tour de force and will become an instant classic. An
update of Steffensmeier's The Fence: In the Shadow of Two Worlds, Confessions takes us into nearly three
decades of a life history... a case study of Sam Goodman, a fence and professional thief. The authors
skillfully relate these accounts to theory and method. This truly unique life course relationship between
subject and researcher makes for a very informative and good read. It also contributes to criminological
literature on career criminals on a very personal basis."

—Frank E. Hagan, director, Graduate Program in the Administration of Justice, Mercyhurst College

"Steffensemeier and Ulmer combine rich description and criminological imagination to illuminate the social
organization of offending and the complexity of criminal careers. This important contribution offers both a
fascinating tour of the underworld and revised understandings of crime across the life course. Confessions of
a Dying Thief is a "must read" for criminologists and ideal for use in the classroom."

—Francis T. Cullen, University of Cincinnati

About the Author

Jeffery T. Ulmer is an associate professor in the Department of Sociology and Crime, Law, and Justice at
Pennsylvania State University.

Darrell J. Steffensmeier is a professor in the Department of Sociology and Crime, Law, and Justice at
Pennsylvania State University.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Judith Jordan:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book called Confessions of a Dying Thief:
Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Lines in Criminology)? Maybe it is to become
best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Maureen Jones:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Confessions of a Dying Thief:
Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Lines in Criminology) to read.

Joan Cross:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Lines in
Criminology).

Brenda Evans:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled
Confessions of a Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Lines in
Criminology) your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe
unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then
become one web form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Confessions of a
Dying Thief: Understanding Criminal Careers and Illegal Enterprise (New Lines in Criminology) giving you
another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are
going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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