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During the height of the Cold War in the 1950s the small island of Quemoy in the
Taiwan Strait was the front line in the military standoff between Chiang Kai-
shek's Republic of China and Mao Zedong's People's Republic. Local society and
culture were dramatically transformed. Michael Szonyi uses oral history, official
documents, and dissident writings to convey the history of the island during this
period. In so doing, he sheds light on the social and cultural impact of the Cold
War on those who lived through it, as well as on the relationship between China,
the United States and the USSR at this critical moment. By analysing the effects
of Quemoy's distinctive geopolitical situation on the economy, gender and the
family, and citizenship and religion, the book provides a new perspective on the
social history of Cold War relations, showing how geopolitics can affect
individual lives and communities.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...a thought-provoking antidote to all the literature that focuses on the 'high politics' of the Cold War, while
ignoring its impact on local communities. Informative, well-written, and entertaining, it approaches the Cold
War through local eyes, thus making a significant contribution to our understanding of the impact of this
conflict around the globe." - Beth A. Fischer, University of Toronto

"Michael Szonyi has found a whole new way to write the history of the Cold War, combining detailed local
history with world politics. With immense skill, he links the stories of the islanders to a wider narrative of
the conflict between east and west. This is one of the most powerful books yet written on Cold War culture
in Asia." - Rana Mitter, Oxford University

"Impeccably researched and elegantly written, Szonyi's Cold War Island breaks new - and fertile -ground in
the social history of the Cold War in East Asia, and at the same time delivers a sobering meditation on the
consequences of militarization for all of us." - David Ownby, Université de Montréal

"Szonyi offers an extraordinary retelling of the history of the Cold War in Asia. This is the Cold War as few
will recognize it - seen not from the intoxicating heights of state power, but from down in the villages of a
few off-shore islands in the Taiwan Strait. The result is one of the most surprising and entertaining new
books on 20th-century China." - Timothy Brook, University of British Columbia

"The reason Cold War Island is such a persuasive account is that the author is everywhere cautious but
thorough. When he claims something, you believe him, and this is in essence not because of his academic
credentials but because of his style. Michael Szonyi is neither a sensationalist nor a slave to modish nostrums
in the history academy, and his well-researched book is as a result a very welcome addition to Taiwan's
story." - Taipei Times

"The author moves his study away from the usual international approach in Cold War history and instead
focuses on the relatively neglected area of local society.... Asian specialists, military experts, social history
teachers, and graduate students will find the stories interesting and important as they attempt to gain a better
understanding of Cold War history." - History: Reviews of New Books

"...a fine work of scholarship." - The Journal of Military History

"Michael Szonyi ... effectively uses the former to elucidate the latter in this first detailed account in English
of Quemoy ...Szonyi's book reminds us why the island mattered during the 1950s and 1960s, and offers a
detailed description of the local impact of Cold War conflict."
The Journal of Asian Studies

About the Author
Michael Szonyi is John L. Loeb Associate Professor of the Humanities in the Department of East Asian
Languages and Civilizations at Harvard University. His publications include Practicing Kinship: Lineage and
Descent in Late Imperial China (2002).



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melanie Tuck:

The reason why? Because this Cold War Island: Quemoy on the Front Line is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot
of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking approach.
So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Steven Zakrzewski:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Cold War Island: Quemoy
on the Front Line that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you can pick Cold War Island: Quemoy on the Front Line become your current starter.

Irma Kellner:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Cold War Island: Quemoy on the Front Line
which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Sandra Brown:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Cold War Island: Quemoy on the Front Line we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that acceptable
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book Cold War Island: Quemoy on the Front
Line. You can more desirable than now.
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