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In this open love letter to black women everywhere, Michael Eric Dyson
celebrates the strength and beauty of African-American women. From Miss
James, his grammar school teacher, to Linda Johnson Rice, who heads the
communications empire that publishes Ebony and Jet; from Toni Morrison,
whose novels inspired him, as a young welfare dad, to Debbie Bethea, the
housecleaner whose labors remind him of his mother in Detroit; from civil rights
widow Myrlie Evers-Williams to activist and scholar Angela Davis-and many
more-the women in Dyson's pantheon inspire us to remember, "When we love
black women, we love ourselves, and the God who made us."
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
With his Open Mike: Reflections of Philosophy, Race, Sex, Culture and Religion published by Basic just 60
days prior to this title, Dyson-University of Pennsylvania professor and the author of sensitive and
determined polemics covering the legacy of Martin Luther King (I May Not Get There with You), the
murder of Tupac Shakur (Holler if You Hear Me) and the political and cultural impact of Malcolm X
(Making Malcolm)-is on a roll. This book, mostly set amid Dyson's barnstorming of the lecture circuit,
records his meetings and discussions with black women throughout his life, and takes stock, from a highly
partisan perspective, of their recent accomplishments. Dyson's descriptions of the women he meets are nearly
novelistic: "I can still see her face: a honey chocolate, pie-shaped visage silhouetted by a shock of dark curls
and lit by bright eyes that were lanterns of learning through which her students illuminated the first time to
dark corners of black history," he writes of his fifth grade teacher in the book's opening sentence. But he
goes on to give astute accounts, peppered with dialogue and compelling historical digressions, of the binds
facing successful black women, who have to contend with racism in the workplace and the threat they
represent to black men still struggling to find their own collective professional identities. He details his
youthful fascination with Angela Davis (whom he later meets) and his admiration for "brave black
revolutionary" Assata Shakur. He delves into the life and work of Susan Taylor, "In the Spirit" columnist for
Essence magazine, and many others, including his wife, ordained minister Marcia Dyson. The author sneaks
a remarkable amount of history and political content into this energetic, clearly voiced title. It should attract a
diverse audience, from self-help to cultural studies readers.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Dyson draws on his personal life, marriages, and history to praise and celebrate black women. He starts with
the women (mother, teachers, writers) who put his feet on the path from young welfare father in a Detroit
ghetto to celebrated theologian, writer, and social commentator. He profiles several prominent and unknown
black women who have made valuable contributions to national life and to Dyson's personal life. Among the
black female icons he celebrates are the revolutionaries Angela Davis and Assata Shakur, the legislators
Maxine Waters and Barbara Lee, and legal scholar Kimberle Williams Crenshaw. Dyson ties them to a
historical lineage of black women who have supported black men despite strained relationships, disparities in
income and educational levels, and interracial dating and marriage. Dyson takes to task those aspects of
black culture, from hip-hop music to church doctrine, that undermine or disrespect black women. He ends
with a sermon, a message of mutual respect and love that is particularly applicable to the continuing
struggles of black men and women. Vanessa Bush
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"Dr. Dyson has done an extraordinary job of sharing his heartfelt commitment and honor of black women. I,
for one, am proud and glad to know that such love exists."

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Luke Shaffer:

Here thing why this particular Why I Love Black Women are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food
or not. Why I Love Black Women giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Why I Love Black Women. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home
by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Why I Love
Black Women in e-book can be your choice.

Bridget Dell:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Why I Love Black Women
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
% guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Janice Delarosa:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Why I Love Black Women
that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to
the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is
possible to pick Why I Love Black Women become your current starter.

Michael Watkins:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This guide Why I Love Black Women was filled concerning science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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