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Until yesterday, no society had seen marriage as anything other than a conjugal
partnership: a male-female union. What Is Marriage? identifies and defends the
reasons for this historic consensus and shows why redefining civil marriage is
unnecessary, unreasonable, and contrary to the common good.

Originally published in the Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy, this
book's core argument quickly became the year's most widely read essay on the
most prominent scholarly network in the social sciences. Since then, it has been
cited and debated by scholars and activists throughout the world as the most
formidable defense of the tradition ever written. Now revamped, expanded, and
vastly enhanced, What |s Marriage? stands poised to meet its moment as few
books of this generation have.

Rhodes Scholar Sherif Girgis, Heritage Foundation Fellow Ryan T. Anderson,
and Princeton Professor Robert P. George offer a devastating critique of the idea
that equality requires redefining marriage. They show why both sides must first
answer the question of what marriage really is. They defend the principle that
marriage, as a comprehensive union of mind and body ordered to family life,
unites aman and a woman as husband and wife, and they document the social
value of applying this principlein law.

Most compellingly, they show that those who embrace same-sex civil marriage
leave no firm ground--none--for not recognizing every relationship describablein
polite English, including polyamorous sexual unions, and that enshrining their
view would further erode the norms of marriage, and hence the common good.

Finally, What |s Marriage? decisively answers common objections: that the
historic view is rooted in bigotry, like laws forbidding interracial marriage; that it
is callous to peopl€e's needs; that it can't show the harm of recognizing same-sex
couplings, or the point of recognizing infertile ones; and that it treats a mere
"socia construct” asif it were natural, or an unreasoned religious view asif it
were rational .
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If the marriage debate in Americais decided soon, it will be with this book's help
or despite its powerful arguments.
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Until yesterday, no society had seen marriage as anything other than a conjugal partnership: amale-female
union. What Is Marriage? identifies and defends the reasons for this historic consensus and shows why
redefining civil marriage is unnecessary, unreasonable, and contrary to the common good.

Originally published in the Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy, this book's core argument quickly
became the year's most widely read essay on the most prominent scholarly network in the social sciences.
Since then, it has been cited and debated by scholars and activists throughout the world as the most
formidable defense of the tradition ever written. Now revamped, expanded, and vastly enhanced, What Is
Marriage? stands poised to meet its moment as few books of this generation have.

Rhodes Scholar Sherif Girgis, Heritage Foundation Fellow Ryan T. Anderson, and Princeton Professor
Rabert P. George offer a devastating critique of the idea that equality requires redefining marriage. They
show why both sides must first answer the question of what marriage redlly is. They defend the principle that
marriage, as a comprehensive union of mind and body ordered to family life, unites a man and awoman as
husband and wife, and they document the social value of applying this principlein law.

Most compellingly, they show that those who embrace same-sex civil marriage leave no firm ground--none--
for not recognizing every relationship describable in polite English, including polyamorous sexual unions,
and that enshrining their view would further erode the norms of marriage, and hence the common good.

Finally, What |s Marriage? decisively answers common objections: that the historic view isrooted in
bigotry, like laws forbidding interracial marriage; that it is callous to people's needs; that it can't show the
harm of recognizing same-sex couplings, or the point of recognizing infertile ones; and that it treats a mere
"social construct” asif it were natural, or an unreasoned religious view asif it were rational.

If the marriage debate in Americais decided soon, it will be with this book's help or despite its powerful
arguments.
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Editorial Review

Review

"What Is Marriage? There is the question. Thanks to these three eloquent authors for so cogently reminding
us of that, and for showing us how reflective reason answersit.”

-- Cardinal Timothy Dolan, Archbishop of New York

"This book brilliantly explains why the definition of marriage is so critical and why the strengthening of
marriages is absolutely essential to our freedom and our future."
-- Dr. Rick Warren, Author of The Purpose Driven Life and Pastor of Saddleback Church

"A lot moreisat stake in the marriage debate than the definition of aword, and this book reveals just how
much. Its defense of marriage is philosophical and sociological, not theological, but people of all faiths will
find it illuminating and edifying."

-- Shaykh Hamza Y usuf, Zaytuna College

"What Is Marriage? is the most insightful, eloquent, and influential defense of marriage asit has been
historically and rightly understood. People of all traditions--and everyone who cares about the future of this
central and sacred social institution--owe Sherif Girgis, Ryan T. Anderson, and Robert P. George an
extraordinary debt."

-- Meir Soloveichik, Associate Rabbi at Congregation Kehilath Jeshurun and Director of the Straus Center
for Torah and Western Thought at Y eshiva University

"With many countries on the verge of redefining a basic social institution, What |s Marriage? issues an
urgent call for full deliberation of what is at stake. The authors make a compelling secular case for marriage
as a partnership between a man and a woman, whose special statusis based on society's interest in the
nurture and education of children."

-- Mary Ann Glendon, Learned Hand Professor of Law, Harvard University

"What ajoy to seethis book by Sherif Girgis, Ryan T. Anderson, and Robert P. George, which presents the
most philosophically astute and historically accurate defense of traditional marriage to date. It exposes the
incoherence of attempts to radically redefine marriage by showing the inherent wisdom in what is our oldest
social institution.”

-- David Novak, J. Richard and Dorothy Shiff Chair in Jewish Studies, University of Toronto
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Sherif GirgisisaPh.D. student in philosophy at Princeton University and a J.D. candidate at Yale Law
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Journalism Fellow of the Phillips Foundation. His writings have appeared in the Harvard Journal of Law and
Public Palicy, First Things, the Weekly Standard, National Review, the New Atlantis, and the Claremont
Review of Books.
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Chapter One: Comprehensive Union

For al the difficulty and ambiguity of making value judgments, the broadest outlines of the good life are
plain to most of us. One man has a healthy body and a happy family, an enriching complement of hobbies
and a keen sense for Bob Dylan. By day he teaches high-school seniors to savor the rhythm and wit of
Chaucer’s poetry; by night friends help him savor red Bordeaux. A second man is debilitated, depressed,
desensitized and detached. It doesn’t take a poet or a saint to see who is better off.

It isequally clear that there is nothing special about Dylan, Chaucer, or Bordeaux that gives the first man his
advantage. There is no single good life, but arange of good lives: countless ways of blending the basic
ingredients of human thriving. But the ingredients themselves—the most foundationa ways in which we can
thrive, what we call “basic human goods’—are more limited. They include only those conditions or activities
that make us better off in themselves, whether or not they bring us other goods. It makes sense for us to want
these for their own sake. Health, knowledge, play and aesthetic delight are afew examples, and another is
friendship.

Y et another basic human good, we think, is marriage. A critical point hereis that marriage and ordinary
friendship do not simply offer different degrees of the same type of human good, like two checks written in
different amounts. Nor are they simply varieties of the same good, like the enjoyment of a Matisse and the
enjoyment of aVan Gogh. Each isits own kind of good, away of thriving that is different in kind from the
other. Hence, while spouses should be friends, what it takes to be a good friend is not just the same as what it
takes to be a good spouse.

What, then, is distinctive about marriage? All sorts of practices are grafted onto marriage by law and custom,
but what kind of relationship must any two people have to enjoy the specific good of marriage? This framing
of the question, though unusual, should not seem mysterious; we could ask it just as well of other basic
human goods.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Laura McLaughlin:

Here thing why this particular What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense are different and trusted to
be yours. First of al reading abook is good but it really depends in the content of it which isthe content is as



delicious as food or not. What Is Marriage?. Man and Woman: A Defense giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with What |s
Marriage?. Man and Woman: A Defense. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. Y ou
can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are
having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of What Is Marriage?: Man and Woman: A
Defense in e-book can be your choice.

Samuel Ware:

A lot of people aways spent al their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones or their
friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or perhaps playing video
games al day long. If you want to try to find a new activity hereislook different you can read abook. It is
really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long to reading aguide. The
book What |s Marriage?. Man and Woman: A Defense it doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of
folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mOore easily to read this book from your smart
phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Margaret Thompson:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. What Is Marriage?. Man and Woman: A Defense can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Erika Yoon:

Beside this specific What |s Marriage?: Man and Woman: A Defense in your phone, it might give you away
to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got hereis fresh
from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have What |s Marriage? Man and Woman: A Defense because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
today!
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