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Theories of Truth provides a clear, critical introduction to one of the most
difficult areas of philosophy. It surveys all of the major philosophical theories of
truth, presenting the crux of the issues involved at a level accessible to
nonexperts yet in a manner sufficiently detailed and original to be of value to
professional scholars. Kirkham's systematic treatment and meticulous
explanations of terminology ensure that readers will come away from this book
with a comprehensive general understanding of one of philosophy's thorniest set
of topics.

Included are discussions of the correspondence, coherence, pragmatic, semantic,
performative, redundancy, appraisal, and truth-as-justification theories. There are
also chapters or sections of chapters on the liar paradox, three-valued logic,
Field's critique of Tarski, Davidson's program, Dummett's theory of linguistic
competence, satisfaction, recursion, the extension/intension distinction, and an
explanation of how theories of justification, properly understood, differ from
theories of truth.

A persistent theme is that philosophers have too often failed to recognize that not
all theories of truth are intended to answer the same question. When the various
questions are made distinct, it is apparent that many of the "debates" in this field
are really cases of philosophers talking past one another. There is much less
disagreement within the field than has commonly been thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

Kirkham has accomplished just what he set out to do, to write an accessible but accurate introduction to an
area of philosophy that is a mystery even to many professional philosophers -- the theory of truth. To my
knowledge there is no other such introduction.

(Richard Foley, Professor and Chair, Department of Philosophy, Rutgers University)

Kirkham's Theories of Truth will be an invaluable resource for students of this topic. I know of nowhere else
where one can find a conspectus of comparable breadth and depth of the main theories now of interest to
philosophers. It is particularly to be recommended for its lucid exposition of Kripke's attempt to solve the
Liar Paradox

(C.J.F. Williams, University of Bristo)

Kirkham's book is a superb introduction to the metaphysics and semantics of truth. Kirkham also makes a
important original contribution to the subject by insisting that we keep track of the purposes to which a
theory of truth is to be put. This is one introductory book that will be of as much interest to specialists as to
beginning students.

(Frederick F. Schmitt, Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy, University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Russell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Theories of
Truth: A Critical Introduction? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or
you have different opinion?

Jennifer Case:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the character



types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Theories of Truth: A Critical Introduction, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Irma Cook:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Theories of Truth: A Critical
Introduction, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified
as reading friends.

Tammy Dorris:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Theories of Truth: A Critical Introduction can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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