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The New Testament in Context is the fruit of a scholarly life teaching the New
Testament to undergraduate students.

George Shillington, now Emeritus Professor at Canadian Mennonite University,
has written atextbook on the New Testament which stresses the varying social,
rhetorical and theological contexts of these twenty-seven texts. He introduces the
book by emphasizing the importance of "context" for reading "texts'. The
discussion then moves onto a description of the socio-rhetorical and theological
approach, illustrated by exploring atext from one of Paul's letters. The usefulness
of asocio-rhetorical reading is often limited by neglecting to recognize the
theological aspect of atext. Shillington's textbook addresses this tendency by
never losing sight of the theological dimension. The discussion is then broadened
out to explore the larger context of the New Testament world within which the
various documents were written.

In addition to leading the students into the texture of the texts, Shillington
encourages them to engage in interpretation, e.g. for writing an exegetical essay
on agiven text. Terms of reference are defined along the way, and different
schools of thought on given subjects are brought to light.

Each chapter concludes with suggestions for further research on the particular
material.
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The New Testament in Context is the fruit of a scholarly life teaching the New Testament to undergraduate
students.

George Shillington, now Emeritus Professor at Canadian Mennonite University, has written atextbook on
the New Testament which stresses the varying social, rhetorical and theological contexts of these twenty-
seven texts. He introduces the book by emphasizing the importance of "context" for reading "texts'. The
discussion then moves onto a description of the socio-rhetorical and theological approach, illustrated by
exploring atext from one of Paul's letters. The usefulness of a socio-rhetorical reading is often limited by
neglecting to recognize the theological aspect of atext. Shillington's textbook addresses this tendency by
never losing sight of the theological dimension. The discussion is then broadened out to explore the larger
context of the New Testament world within which the various documents were written.

In addition to leading the students into the texture of the texts, Shillington encourages them to engage in
interpretation, e.g. for writing an exegetical essay on a given text. Terms of reference are defined along the
way, and different schools of thought on given subjects are brought to light.

Each chapter concludes with suggestions for further research on the particular material.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A comprehensive and refreshing new introduction that invites readers to explore the texture of the New
Testament by bringing both its contents and context to life. Attention to the historical, literary, religious and
cultural context is balanced by athorough and engaging approach to the New Testament literature itself. This
book will become a staple in Introduction to New Testament courses — including my own — in universities,
seminaries, and divinity schools." - Professor Adele Reinhartz, Classics and Religious Studies Department,
University of Ottawa, Canada (Adele Reinhartz)

"Professor Shillington's The New Testament in Context is remarkable for the attention it gives to the many
dimensions of the historical context in which the New Testament documents were written. Without
neglecting in the least the content of these documents, the author provides his readers with extensive
discussions of their political, geographic, economic, religious and philosophical background. The careful
reader will be well positioned to grasp the message of these textsin their original, first-century, setting." -
Stephen Westerholm, Professor of Early Christianity, Department of Religious Studies, <?xml:namespace
prefix = stl />McMaster University, USA

"George Shillington offers the student a clear and coherent introduction. His knowledge of the material and
lucid style will help students understand the consensus interpretations of the many texts that make up the
New Testament." - Mark Nanos, Soebbing Visiting Scholar at Rockhurst University in Kansas City,
Missouri, USA

"Shillington...covers awide range of topics...and successfully introduces students to many of the methods
that scholars use to evaluate textua validity." Expository Times, May 2010

"A comprehensive and refreshing new introduction that invites readers to explore the texture of the New
Testament by bringing both its contents and context to life. Attention to the historical, literary, religious and
cultural context is balanced by athorough and engaging approach to the New Testament literature itself. This
book will become a staple in Introduction to New Testament courses — including my own —in universities,
seminaries, and divinity schools." - Professor Adele Reinhartz, Classics and Religious Studies Department,
University of Ottawa, Canada (Sanford Lakoff)

About the Author

V. George Shillington is Professor Emeritus of Biblical and Theological Studies at Canadian Mennonite
University, Winnipeg. Publications (books): An Introduction to the Study of Luke-Acts (T & T Clark, 2007);
On A Journey with God, (Springfield Publications, 2003), Reading the Sacred Text (T & T. Clark, 2002); 2
Corinthians (Herald Press, 1998). He has taught introductory courses to the New Testament for over thirty
years, both at an undergraduate and a seminary level.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ramona Johnson:

This The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theologica Textbook book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. That The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook
without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook can bring any time you
are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even telephone. This The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theologica Textbook
having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Elaine M oore:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook as
your daily resource information.

Thomas Hayden:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
thisis difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer could be The New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Edward Orr:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to
understand that reading is very important in addition to book asto be the issue. Book isimportant thing to
include you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update in relation to
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them isthis The
New Testament in Context: A Literary and Theological Textbook.
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