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The Living House is a pioneering work by respected anthropologist Roxana
Waterson that has become a classic in its field. It is first book of its kind to
present a detailed picture of houses within the complex social and symbolic
fabric of indigenous South-East Asian peoples.

The main focus of the book is on Indonesia, but in tracing historical links
between architectural forms across the region, it reveals a much wider field of
inquiry—covering all of the Austronesian peoples and cultures extending as far
afield as Madagascar, Japan and the Pacific islands to New Zealand and Hawaii.
As it probes the centrally significant role of houses within South-East Asian
social systems, The Living House reveals new insights into the kinship systems,
gender symbolism and cosmological principles of the peoples who build them,
ultimately uncovering fundamental themes concerning the concepts of life force
and life processes inherent in all of these cultures.

A vivid picture is produced of how people shape buildings and buildings shape
people—how rules about layout and spatial usage impact social relationships.
The book concludes with a consideration of present-day changes affecting the
fates of indigenous cultures and architectures throughout the region.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Roxana Waterson studied anthropology at New Hall, Cambridge, where she received her Ph.D in 1981. She
has been doing fieldwork with the Sa'adan Toraja people of Sulawesi since 1978. She lives in Singapore
where where she is Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology at the National University of
Singapore.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stacey Williams:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled The
Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE)? Maybe it is to get best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Angela Latham:

Here thing why this The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE) are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. The Living House: An Anthropology of
Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar with The Living House: An Anthropology of
Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-
East Asia (NONE) in e-book can be your substitute.

Alex Tipton:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia (NONE), it is possible to tells



your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them
reading a publication.

Willie Bergeron:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecture in South-East Asia
(NONE) can make you experience more interested to read.
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