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Editorial Review
From the Back Cover

Accessibility isnow alegal requirement for all national government Web sitesin the U.S., Canada,
Australia, and the European Union. Throughout the world, many other organizations--universities, schools,
and private companies--are recognizing that accessibility isamoral and businessimperative; many are
adopting policies aimed at making Web resources accessible to the more than six hundred million people
with disabilities worldwide.

Maximum Accessibility isacomprehensive resource for creating Web sites that comply with new U.S.
accessibility standards and conform to the World Wide Web Consortium's Web Content Accessibility
Guidelines 1.0. This book offers an overview of key issues, discusses the standards in depth, and presents
practical design techniques, up-to-date technologies, and testing methods to implement these standards for
maximum accessibility. You will learn how to:

- Write effective text equivalents for images and audio files

- Caption soundtracks and describe the action of videos and animation

- Set up data and layout tables that make sense to the ear and eye

- Design Web forms that people can interact with viathe keyboard and other input devices

- Label forms so that people who use talking browsers can give the right information at the right time
- Make scripts accessible to people who don't use a mouse

- Create simple PDF files that are accessible to people with disabilities

- Use cascading style sheets to make your thoroughly accessible pages |ook great

Throughout the book, case studiesillustrate how inadvertent accessibility barriers on major Web sites affect
the ability of people with disabilitiesto locate information, participate in e-commerce, and explore the
richness of the Web. These case studies demonstrate how certain design features can make access much
harder, and how other features can greatly ease the use of a page or site.

Most of al, this|leading-edge guide reveals that alittle extra design consideration up front can help you
create asite that is not only a pleasure for people with disabilities, but attractive and pleasing for all
interested users. In short, Maximum Accessibility showswhy good design is accessible design.
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About the Author

John M. Slatin, Ph.D., isaleader in the field of Web accessibility. He is a professor at the University of
Texas at Austin, where he founded and directs the Institute for Technology and Learning. He devel oped the
award-winning AccessFirst Design Concept and the AccessFirst Design and Usability Studio, a consultancy
that advises organizations on the accessibility of Web sites to people with disabilities.

Sharron Rush isthe cofounder and Executive Director of Knowbility, a nonprofit technology education and
advocacy group. Since 1998, she has produced Accessibility Internet Rallies (AIR) throughout the U.S,,



engaging hundreds of Web developers and their companies in accessibility issues and providing them with
accessible design skills. The Peter F. Drucker Foundation, the U.S. Department of Labor, and numerous
others have recognized these efforts for excellence and innovation.
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Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Maximum Accessibility tells you how to make the World Wide Web more accessible and more usable for
everyone, including over 600 million people around the world who have disabilities. That includes 54
million Americans (almost 6 million of whom are children) and 37 million people in Europe Bureau of the
Census 1997; United Nations 2000. We've written Maximum Accessibility for Web designers, devel opers,
and programmers who create complex, data-driven Web applications; full-time Web masters; folks who
manage their departmental Web sites with one hand and do full-time jobs with the other; production
managers; people who commission the creation of Web resources for their organizations; people who
provide community services in community technology centers, nonprofit agencies, and health care facilities;
teachers who want to help students learn and get parents involved in their children's education; and, finally,
anyone who's interested in creating Web sites that can reach lots of people, showing others how to do it, and
helping them understand why.

We assume that you're involved in some way in creating Web pages. This involvement can take many forms,
from creating a personal Web site to building huge sites for Fortune 500 companies to posting occasional
updates to asmall site for your department or a community organization you belong to. Perhaps you train
Web developers or include a unit on Web authoring in a course you teach. If you know something about
HTML, the underlying language of the Web, you'll appreciate our discussions of the way some pages work
(or where they break down). But if HTML isn't your cup of tea, you'll ill find plenty to interest you in the
examples we've selected and in our explanations of how different aspects of Web design affect people who
have disabilities. If you're familiar with disability issues and have been searching for waysto persuade
colleagues, managers, or service providers to address the accessibility concerns you've raised, we think you'll
find helpful material in this book. If disability isanew topic for you, Maximum Accessibility is agood place
to start.

Maximum Accessibility is divided into two sections. In Section 1 we answer the question, "What is
accessibility and why does it matter?' Here you'll find four chapters that provide a good working definition
of accessibility and discuss relevant issues of law and policy, such as the Americans with Disabilities Act.
You'll learn about the World Wide Web Consortium's Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 and the
Section 508 federal standards and how they apply. You'll also learn how accessibility awareness can have a
positive impact in your community. And you'll get the information you need to make a strong business case
for accessibility to membersin your own organization and to your customers.

Interspersed among these chapters are four "user experience" chapters that offer detailed case studies, in
readable narrative form, to demonstrate how inadvertent accessibility barriers on major Web sites affect the
ability of people with disabilities to successfully locate information, explore our rich cultural heritage, and
participate in e-commerce. You'll learn how specific features make access harder--and how other features
can help. You'll seethe accessibility guidelines and standards as they apply to real people using real Web
sites.

In Section 2 of Maximum Accessibility, we show you how to use those same guidelines and standards to



anticipate accessibility challenges and turn them into good design solutions--sol utions that work for all your
users. You'll learn about combining multiple approaches (and multiple media!) to create rich, equivalent
aternatives for the content on your Web site. We'll show you how to write effective text equivalents for
audio files and images and how to caption the soundtracks and describe the action of videos and animations
so that people who aren't in a position to hear or see what's happening on the screen can till follow the
important points of what's being said and done. Y ou'll learn how to set up data and layout tables that make
sense to the ear and the eye, so people listening to your Web site or looking at it on a text-only display will
be able to find the information they need and understand what it means. Y ou'll learn how to design Web
forms that people can interact with via the keyboard (or any assistive technology device that translates user
input into keystrokes--including voice recognition), and you'll learn how to label your forms so that people
who use talking browsers know what information they need to give you. You'll learn what you need to do to
make scripts accessible to people who don't use a mouse, and how to decide which multimedia player is best
for your purposes and your audience. You'll learn how you can create simple PDF files that are accessible to
people with disabilities. And you'll learn how to use Cascading Style Sheets to make your pages ook great
and be accessible!

If you're new to accessibility, we suggest that you start with Section 1 to learn about what accessibility is and
why it'simportant. If you're a Web devel oper, you may want to read the user experience chapters before
moving on to the how-to chaptersin Section 2. (We've even provided a handy chart to show you which
accessibility guidelines and standards are covered in each chapter, so if you're interested in specific issues,
use the chart to follow up.) Managers and others who commission Web sites may want to pay special
attention to the chapters on accessibility in law and policy and on the business case for accessibility. Those
who teach Web authoring will find the detailed examples and explanations throughout the book especially
useful.

Maximum Accessibility has many features to help you learn what you need to know. It offers

- In-depth coverage of the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 1.0 and the Section 508 federal
accessibility standards for the Internet.

- Information on building a strong business case for accessibility.

- Detailed user experience narratives that bring accessibility barriersto life.

- Best practicesin accessible design.

- Screen shots, screen-reader transcripts, and code exampl es that provide in-depth understanding.

- How-to chapters that demonstrate the process of thinking through design problems with accessibility in
mind.

- Up-to-date information about assistive technologies and design techniques.

After reading this book, you'll become a more valuable resource to colleagues in your organization and to
your community. You'll have up-to-date knowledge of accessibility guidelines and standards and how they
apply to your situation. You'll be able to solve accessibility problems--before users with disabilities point
them out! You'll know how to write accessibility into requirements documents, requests for quotes, and
contracts. Y our Web sites will provide more satisfying experiences for more people. And you'll gain insight
into one of the most interesting and challenging issues of our time: how to enable people with disabilities to
participate fully in and contribute to society.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karen L heureux:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More
Usable for Everyone: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone. Try to make book Maximum
Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for
Everyone as your good friend. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside
that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Lionel Huggins:

The book Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone: Making Y our Web
Site More Usable for Everyone give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make
your capable alot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our
Web Site More Usable for Everyone: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone for being your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like wide open and read a guide Maximum Accessibility:
Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone.
Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science book or encyclopediaor other folks. So, how do you think
about this reserve?

Jennifer Buster:

Here thing why this kind of Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone:
Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone are different and reputable to be yours. First of al
studying a book is good nevertheless it dependsin the content from it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone: Making Y our Web
Site More Usable for Everyone giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no book that similar with Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable
for Everyone: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone. It gives you thrill studying journey, its
open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. If you
are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Maximum Accessibility: Making

Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone in e-book can
be your substitute.



Kimberly Johnson:

The event that you get from Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone:
Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone is a more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone: Making Y our
Web Site More Usable for Everyone giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their
point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this
reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That
makes it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular Maximum Accessibility: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for
Everyone: Making Y our Web Site More Usable for Everyone instantly.
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