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In this fully updated second edition, Jonathan Lear clearly introduces and
assesses all of Freud's thought, focusing on those areas of philosophy on which
Freud is acknowledged to have had a lasting impact. These include the
philosophy of mind, free will and determinism, rationality, the nature of the self
and subjectivity, and ethics and religion. He also considers some of the deeper
issues and problems Freud engaged with, brilliantly illustrating their
philosophical significance: human sexuality, the unconscious, dreams, and the
theory of transference. Lear’s approach emphasizes the philosophical
significance of Freud’s fundamental rule – to say whatever comes to mind
without censorship or inhibition. This binds psychoanalysis to the philosophical
exploration of self-consciousness and truthfulness, as well as opening new paths
of inquiry for moral psychology and ethics.

The second edition includes a new Introduction and Conclusion. The text is
revised throughout, including new sections on psychological structure and object
relations and on Freud’s critique of religion and morality.

One of the most important introductions and contributions to understanding this
great thinker to have been published for many years, Freud, second edition will
be essential reading for anyone in the humanities, social sciences and beyond
with an interest in Freud or philosophy.
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Editorial Review

Review

Praise for the first edition:

"Jonathan Lear is one of the most subtle and original thinkers in psychoanalysis. So a book by him simply
called Freud should attract everyone is at all psychoanalytically minded. They will not be disappointed. This
is simply the best introduction to Freud I know." - Marcia Cavell, The International Journal of
Psychoanalysis

"This book will be viewed by philosophers interested in psychoanalysis as a major contribution. It will also
be read and intensively discussed by many professors of literature and of intellectual history who lecture on
Freud." - Richard Rorty

"If I were to answer the question: who, among contemporary psychoanalysts, is best qualified to write an
introduction to Freud as a philosopher, my choice would be: Jonathan Lear." - Slavoj Žižek, University of
Ljubljana, Slovenia

"Jonathan Lear succeeds brilliantly in revealing Freud’s philosophical significance … a philosophically
ambitious, passionate and exciting book." - Sebastian Gardner, University College London, UK

"Lear does very well to explain a fundamental modification in Freud's clinical work…this is definitely
worthwhile for anyone wanting a serious briefing on the undoubted accomplishment on classical Freudian
psychoanalysis." -Joseph Schwartz, New Humanist

"This is a lucid exegesis of Freud's conception of the mind, and a satisfying demonstration of its enduring
value. Freud's loudest detractors often seem simply incapable of understanding him; they will no longer have
that excuse." - Mark Solms, University of Cape Town, South Africa, and International Neuro-Psychoanalysis
Centre, London, UK

"First rate - Lear captures the wider philosophical importance of Freud: how he makes us rethink our
conceptions of ourselves as human beings, and the implications of this for morality and religion. A superb
volume, and a terrific addition to the series." - John Cottingham, University of Reading, UK

About the Author

Jonathan Lear is the Roman Family Director of the Neubauer Collegium for Culture and Society at the
University of Chicago, USA. He is also the John U. Nef Distinguished Service Professor in the Committee
on Social Thought and the Department of Philosophy. He is a trained psychoanalyst, and the author of
several acclaimed books on philosophy and psychoanalysis, including Aristotle: The Desire to Understand;
Love and Its Place in Nature; Open Minded; Happiness, Death and the Remainder of Life and Radical Hope:
Ethics in the Face of Cultural Devastation. His most recent book is A Case for Irony (2011). He is a



recipient of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Distinguished Achievement Award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Colburn:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you that Freud (The Routledge
Philosophers) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ann Davis:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Freud (The Routledge Philosophers) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Kim Marshall:

This Freud (The Routledge Philosophers) is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book
reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Freud (The
Routledge Philosophers) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a
single. We can say that no guide that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do
that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Sandra Easley:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Freud (The Routledge Philosophers) was filled concerning science. Spend
your time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they
reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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