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FILM MUSIC

A Very Short Introduction

Film music isas old as cinemaitself. Y ears before synchronized sound became
the norm, projected moving images were shown to musical accompaniment,
whether performed by alone piano player or a hundred-piece orchestra. Today
film music has become its own industry, indispensable to the marketability of
movies around the world.

Film Music: A Very Short Introduction is a compact, lucid, and thoroughly
engaging overview written by one of the leading authorities on the subject. After
opening with afascinating analysis of the music from akey sequence in Quentin
Tarantino's Reservoir Dogs, Kathryn Kalinak introduces readers not only to
important composers and musical styles but also to modern theoretical concepts
about how and why film music works. Throughout the book she embraces a
global perspective, examining film music in Asiaand the Middle East aswell as
in Europe and the United States. Key collaborations between directors and
composers--Alfred Hitchcock and Bernard Herrmann, Akira Kurosawa and
Fumio Hayasaka, Federico Fellini and Nino Rota, to name only afew--come
under scrutiny, as do the oft-neglected practices of the silent film era. She also
explores differences between original film scores and compilation soundtracks
that cull music from pre-existing sources.

AsKalinak points out, film music can do many things, from establishing mood
and setting to clarifying plot points and creating emotions that are only dimly
realized in theimages. This book illuminates the many ways it accomplishes
those tasks and will have its readers thinking a bit more deeply and critically the
next time they sit in a darkened movie theater and music suddenly swells as the
action unfolds onscreen.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Film music isas old as cinemaitself. Y ears before synchronized sound became the norm, projected moving
images were shown to musical accompaniment, whether performed by alone piano player or a hundred-
piece orchestra. Today film music has become its own industry, indispensabl e to the marketability of movies
around the world.

Film Music: A Very Short Introduction is a compact, lucid, and thoroughly engaging overview written by
one of the leading authorities on the subject. After opening with afascinating analysis of the music from a
key sequence in Quentin Tarantino's Reservoir Dogs, Kathryn Kalinak introduces readers not only to
important composers and musical styles but also to modern theoretical concepts about how and why film
music works. Throughout the book she embraces a global perspective, examining film music in Asiaand the
Middle East as well asin Europe and the United States. Key collaborations between directors and
composers--Alfred Hitchcock and Bernard Herrmann, Akira Kurosawa and Fumio Hayasaka, Federico
Fellini and Nino Rota, to name only a few--come under scrutiny, as do the oft-neglected practices of the
silent film era. She also explores differences between original film scores and compilation soundtracks that
cull music from pre-existing sources.

AsKalinak points out, film music can do many things, from establishing mood and setting to clarifying plot
points and creating emotions that are only dimly realized in the images. This book illuminates the many
ways it accomplishes those tasks and will have its readers thinking a bit more deeply and critically the next
time they sit in a darkened movie theater and music suddenly swells as the action unfolds onscreen.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Film Music is hands down the most useful introduction to film music available. Students and general
readers alike will appreciate this clear, comprehensive, short book, one of the first to approach music and
cinema beyond the frame of western Europe and the U.S. Kalinak's scholarship is dazzling, her prose
compelling. Highly recommended for anyone interested in the function, history, theory and practice of music
in the movies."--Caryl Flinn, author of Brass Diva and Srains of Utopia

"Kathryn Kalinak's Film Music is an outstanding achievement. It is extremely concise and systematic yet still
manages to engage principal issues with awide range of useful examples, and explain detailed history with
worldwide coverage. Thisis more than abasic primer, however, it is an excellent overview of the field of
film music, while being clearly-written and accessible to both students and enthusiasts alike."--Dr. K. J.
Donnelly, author of British Film Music and Film Musicals and The Spectre of Sound: Film and Television
Music

"The appropriately titled Film Music: A Very Short Introduction isto be recommended as a very first
introduction to the topic...[ The author's] concise depiction, which does not limit itself to the Anglo-American
realm, proves to be a successful initiation to the most essential topics of this subject area." - Song and
Popular Culture

About the Author

Kathryn Kalinak is Professor of English and Film Studies at Rhode Island College. Her extensive writing
on film music includes numerous articles as well as the books Settling the Score: Music in the Classical
Hollywood Film and How the West was Sung: Music in the Westerns of John Ford.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Teresa Bradshaw:

In other case, little people like to read book Film Music: A Very Short Introduction. Y ou can choose the best
book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how isimportant a new book Film Music: A
Very Short Introduction. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can open abook as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou need to use it when
you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.



Gordon Miller:

ThisFilm Music: A Very Short Introduction is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Film Music: A Very Short Introduction can
be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that'swhy | mean in the e-
book type. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So
thereis not any in reading a guide especially thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So, don't misstheitem! Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.

Shawn Y oung:

On this erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
specia than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
must do isjust spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. Among
the books in the top collection in your reading list will be Film Music: A Very Short Introduction. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Maureen Smiley:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around
the world. From the book Film Music: A Very Short Introduction we can take more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Film Music: A Very
Short Introduction. Y ou can more attractive than now.
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