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The gay socialist writer Edward Carpenter had an extraordinary impact on the
cultural and political landscape of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. A mystic advocate of, among other causes, free love, recycling,
nudism, women’s suffrage and prison reform, his work anticipated the sexual
revolution of the 1960s. Sheila Rowbotham’s highly acclaimed biography
situates Carpenter’s life and thought in relation to the social, aesthetic and
intellectual movements of his day, and explores his friendships with figures such
as Walt Whitman, E.M. Forster, Isadora Duncan and Emma Goldman. Edward
Carpenter is a compelling portrait of a man described by contemporaries as a
‘weather-vane’ for his times.
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The gay socialist writer Edward Carpenter had an extraordinary impact on the cultural and political
landscape of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A mystic advocate of, among other causes,
free love, recycling, nudism, women’s suffrage and prison reform, his work anticipated the sexual revolution
of the 1960s. Sheila Rowbotham’s highly acclaimed biography situates Carpenter’s life and thought in
relation to the social, aesthetic and intellectual movements of his day, and explores his friendships with
figures such as Walt Whitman, E.M. Forster, Isadora Duncan and Emma Goldman. Edward Carpenter is a
compelling portrait of a man described by contemporaries as a ‘weather-vane’ for his times.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Exhaustively researched and resonant in detail. It is a splendid reassessment of a man who was both typical
of his own time and light years ahead of it.”—Fiona MacCarthy, Guardian

“One of the best political biographies for many years. It is not just a book about the past; it’s bursting with
ideas that remain relevant to the future of humanity.”—Peter Tatchell, Observer Books of the Year

“A powerful and entertaining biography of the ‘sexy sage of Sheffield’ ... This absorbing book opens the
whole period of early socialism in Britain. And it reads beautifully.”—Jeanette Winterson, Times

“Immensely valuable.”—Colm Tóibín, London Review of Books

“Magnificent ... definitive.”—Tristram Hunt, Observer

“I devoured these 550 pages in a day, longing for more.”—Richard Canning, Independent

“Sheila Rowbotham has given us not just an account of one remarkable individual’s life, but has helped to
explain how we evolved into the society we are today.”—Martin Pugh, Times Literary Supplement

“An excellent new biography. Rowbotham masterfully renders Carpenter relevant by writing with authority
as well as a humorous intimacy that comes from spending decades studying Carpenter.”—Politics and
Culture

About the Author
Sheila Rowbotham is Honorary Research Fellow in Sociology in the School of Social Sciences within the
Faculty of Humanities at Manchester University and Visiting Fellow in the School of Sociology, Politics and
International Studies at the University of Bristol. She is also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. Her many
books include the James Tait Black–shortlisted Edward Carpenter: A Life of Liberty and Love, A Century of
Women: The History of Women in Britain and the United States in the Twentieth Century, Promise Of A
Dream: Remembering the Sixties, and Dreamers of a New Day: Women Who Invented the Twentieth
Century. She has written for, among other newspapers, the Guardian, The Times, The Independent, New
Statesman, and The New York Times. She lives in Manchester.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Armando Lemaire:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Edward Carpenter: A Life of Liberty and Love. You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of
book Edward Carpenter: A Life of Liberty and Love. You can add know-how and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know



that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use
it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Norma Wilson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be study. Edward Carpenter: A Life of Liberty and Love can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you who have those short time problems.

Cynthia Haynes:

The book untitled Edward Carpenter: A Life of Liberty and Love contain a lot of information on the item.
The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Rick Fairchild:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is referred to as of book Edward Carpenter: A Life of Liberty and Love. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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