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Edith Stein lived an unconventional life. Born into a devout Jewish family, she
drifted into atheism in her mid teens, took up the study of philosophy, studied
with Edmund Husserl, the founder of phenomenology, became a pioneer in the
women's movement in Germany, a military nurse in World War I, converted
from atheism to Catholic Christianity, became a Carmelite nun, was murdered at
Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1942, and canonized by Pope John Paul II. Renowned
philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre here presents a fascinating account of Edith
Stein's formative development as a philosopher. To accomplish this, he offers a
concise survey of her context, German philosophy in the first decades of the
twentieth century. His treatment of Stein demonstrates how philosophy can form
a person and not simply be an academic formulation in the abstract. MacIntyre
probes the phenomenon of conversion in Stein as well as contemporaries Franz
Rosenzweig, and Georg Luckas. His clear and concise account of Stein's
formation in the context of her mentors and colleagues reveals the crucial
questions and insights that her writings offer to those who study Husserl,
Heidegger or the Thomism of the 1920's and 30's. Written with a clarity that
reaches beyond an academic audience, this book will reward careful study by
anyone interested in Edith Stein as thinker, pioneer and saint.
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Edith Stein lived an unconventional life. Born into a devout Jewish family, she drifted into atheism in her
mid teens, took up the study of philosophy, studied with Edmund Husserl, the founder of phenomenology,
became a pioneer in the women's movement in Germany, a military nurse in World War I, converted from
atheism to Catholic Christianity, became a Carmelite nun, was murdered at Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1942, and
canonized by Pope John Paul II. Renowned philosopher Alasdair MacIntyre here presents a fascinating
account of Edith Stein's formative development as a philosopher. To accomplish this, he offers a concise
survey of her context, German philosophy in the first decades of the twentieth century. His treatment of Stein
demonstrates how philosophy can form a person and not simply be an academic formulation in the abstract.
MacIntyre probes the phenomenon of conversion in Stein as well as contemporaries Franz Rosenzweig, and
Georg Luckas. His clear and concise account of Stein's formation in the context of her mentors and
colleagues reveals the crucial questions and insights that her writings offer to those who study Husserl,
Heidegger or the Thomism of the 1920's and 30's. Written with a clarity that reaches beyond an academic
audience, this book will reward careful study by anyone interested in Edith Stein as thinker, pioneer and
saint.
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Editorial Review

Review
Among many other virtues of this study of Stein as thinker is MacIntyre's magnificent demonstration of how
any philosopher must be situated in the context of where she studied, who her mentors were and the
historical moment both inside and outside the academy. A bravo performance. (Kenneth L. Woodward,
Contributing Editor, Newsweek)

A remarkable intellectual biography that ends, rather than begins, with [Stein's] conversion. … Edith Stein is
a splendid philosophical book, whose significance over time may come to rival that of After Virtue. (First
Things)

Edith Stein requir[es] slow and careful reading. . . . Nevertheless it opens the eyes to the interest of Stein's
early work and its context within the still too obscure world of Continental philosophy. (Times Literary
Supplement)

Throughout, MacIntyre has shown the appreciation of phenomenology that could have changed the course of
Anglo-American philosophy had Ryle not followed up on his early review of Heidegger. (Robert E. Wood
American Catholic Philosophical Quarterly, Winter 2010)

MacIntyre gives us a meticulously researched biographical introduction.... Very enriching for the reader....
For anyone with a serious interest in Edith as a philosopher - or those with philosophical interests wanting to
know more about early 20th-century phenomenology - then this will be required reading. (Food For The
Journey, July-September 2010)

Alasdair MacIntyre shows how the word 'philosophical' can be said of a life as well as a doctrine. He
describes the people, events, and ideas in whose company Edith Stein lived in the decade that led to her
baptism in 1922, and he defines phenomenology not as a method but as a disposition to let the truth of things
come to light. His study of Stein's conversion and those of Reinach (to Protestantism), Rosenzweig (to
Judaism) and Lukács (to Marxism) helps us understand the difference between reason and faith. (Fr. Robert
Sokolowski, Ph.D., professor of philosophy, Catholic University of America, Washington, D.C.)

About the Author
Alasdair MacIntyre is senior research professor of philosophy at University of Notre Dame, IN. He is the
author of nine books, including the influential After Virtue, Three Rival Versions of Moral Enquiry, and A
Short History of Ethics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Grace Godwin:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called Edith Stein: A



Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You recognize beside you can
spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Katherine Khan:

Here thing why this kind of Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which
is the content is as delightful as food or not. Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 giving you
information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that
similar with Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922. It gives you thrill reading through journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. If
you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Edith Stein: A Philosophical
Prologue, 1913-1922 in e-book can be your alternative.

Lois Schooley:

This Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 is great guide for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling
sentences included. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, data in
it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute
right but this book already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that?

Delaine Valencia:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-
1922 to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the impression
about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through
it. Beside that the publication Edith Stein: A Philosophical Prologue, 1913-1922 can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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