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An acclaimed science historian uncovers the fascinating story of a “lost”
project to unlock humanity’s common denominator that prefigured the
emergence of Big Data

Just a few years before the dawn of the digital age, Harvard psychologist Bert
Kaplan set out to build the largest database of sociological information ever
assembled. It was the mid-1950s, and social scientists were entranced by the
human insights promised by Rorschach tests and other innovative scientific
protocols. Kaplan, along with anthropologist A. I. Hallowell and a team of
researchers, sought out a varied range of non-European subjects among remote
and largely non-literate peoples around the globe. Recording their dreams,
stories, and innermost thoughts in a vast database, Kaplan envisioned future
researchers accessing the data through the cutting-edge Readex machine. Almost
immediately, however, technological developments and the obsolescence of the
theoretical framework rendered the project irrelevant, and eventually it was
forgotten.
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An acclaimed science historian uncovers the fascinating story of a “lost” project to unlock humanity’s
common denominator that prefigured the emergence of Big Data

Just a few years before the dawn of the digital age, Harvard psychologist Bert Kaplan set out to build the
largest database of sociological information ever assembled. It was the mid-1950s, and social scientists were
entranced by the human insights promised by Rorschach tests and other innovative scientific protocols.
Kaplan, along with anthropologist A. I. Hallowell and a team of researchers, sought out a varied range of
non-European subjects among remote and largely non-literate peoples around the globe. Recording their
dreams, stories, and innermost thoughts in a vast database, Kaplan envisioned future researchers accessing
the data through the cutting-edge Readex machine. Almost immediately, however, technological
developments and the obsolescence of the theoretical framework rendered the project irrelevant, and
eventually it was forgotten.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Unique, well-curated brain food for readers intrigued with the human psyche and how it can be recorded,
indexed, and cross-referenced."—Kirkus Reviews
(Kirkus Reviews)

"Humane, hilarious, and smart . . . The book shows that, although some things are forgotten because they are
unimportant, others lose importance because they are forgotten."—Science
(Science)

"Lemov, a professor of the History of Science at Harvard, recollects with flair, affection and dazzling detail,
a post World War II project to do away with mornings after like this one: those episodes of mourning that
follow some lost telling of some last secret of some human heart. . . . Riveting."—New Republic
(New Republic)

"A compelling account."—Wall Street Journal
(Wall Street Journal)

"Lemov’s contribution informs our understanding not only of how psychological research is managed but
also of our own daily contributions, voluntary and otherwise, to a 'forever' database already being probed in
increasingly intimate fashion."—Psychology Today
(Psychology Today)

About the Author

Rebecca Lemov is associate professor of the history of science at Harvard University and past visiting
scholar at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science. She is the author of World as Laboratory:
Experiments with Mice, Mazes, and Men, named a 2006 New York Times Editor’s Choice. She lives in
Cambridge, MA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Ricker:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people
in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Database of Dreams: The Lost Quest
to Catalog Humanity. All type of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.



Phillip Ruiz:

The feeling that you get from Database of Dreams: The Lost Quest to Catalog Humanity could be the more
deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Database of Dreams: The Lost Quest to Catalog
Humanity giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
Database of Dreams: The Lost Quest to Catalog Humanity instantly.

Ashley Johnson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Database of Dreams: The Lost Quest to Catalog
Humanity, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Margaret James:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Database of Dreams:
The Lost Quest to Catalog Humanity which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's view.
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