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In Black Corona, Steven Gregory examines political culture and activism in an
African-American neighborhood in New York City. Using historical and
ethnographic research, he challenges the view that black urban communities are
"socially disorganized." Gregory demonstrates instead how working-class and
middle-class African Americans construct and negotiate complex and deeply
historical political identities and institutions through struggles over the built
environment and neighborhood quality of life. With its emphasis on the lived
experiences of African Americans, Black Corona provides a fresh and innovative
contribution to the study of the dynamic interplay of race, class, and space in
contemporary urban communities. It questions the accuracy of the widely used
trope of the dysfunctional "black ghetto," which, the author asserts, has often
been deployed to depoliticize issues of racial and economic inequality in the
United States. By contrast, Gregory argues that the urban experience of African
Americans is more diverse than is generally acknowledged and that it is only by
attending to the history and politics of black identity and community life that we
can come to appreciate this complexity.

This is the first modern ethnography to focus on black working-class and middle-
class life and politics. Unlike books that enumerate the ways in which black
communities have been rendered powerless by urban political processes and by
changing urban economies, Black Corona demonstrates the range of ways in
which African Americans continue to organize and struggle for social justice and
community empowerment. Although it discusses the experiences of one
community, its implications resonate far more widely.
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In Black Corona, Steven Gregory examines political culture and activism in an African-American
neighborhood in New York City. Using historical and ethnographic research, he challenges the view that
black urban communities are "socially disorganized." Gregory demonstrates instead how working-class and
middle-class African Americans construct and negotiate complex and deeply historical political identities
and institutions through struggles over the built environment and neighborhood quality of life. With its
emphasis on the lived experiences of African Americans, Black Corona provides a fresh and innovative
contribution to the study of the dynamic interplay of race, class, and space in contemporary urban
communities. It questions the accuracy of the widely used trope of the dysfunctional "black ghetto," which,
the author asserts, has often been deployed to depoliticize issues of racial and economic inequality in the
United States. By contrast, Gregory argues that the urban experience of African Americans is more diverse
than is generally acknowledged and that it is only by attending to the history and politics of black identity
and community life that we can come to appreciate this complexity.

This is the first modern ethnography to focus on black working-class and middle-class life and politics.
Unlike books that enumerate the ways in which black communities have been rendered powerless by urban
political processes and by changing urban economies, Black Corona demonstrates the range of ways in
which African Americans continue to organize and struggle for social justice and community empowerment.
Although it discusses the experiences of one community, its implications resonate far more widely.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 1998 Anthony Leeds Prize, Society for Urban Anthropology

"Gregory employs the discipline of anthropology to penetrate the many myths and clichés that obscure the
dynamics of black life in an urban community. Corona is the perfect subject for his investigation.... Black
Corona is ideal for the community organizer, neighborhood historian, or academic.... [A] well-researched
and beautifully written study."--Bill Batson, New York Amsterdam News

"Gregory gives an up-close look at community organization in a black middle-class community that defies
stereotypes by outsiders about urban pathology and the disorganization and chaos that are supposed to exist
in black neighborhoods."--Booklist

"[Gregory] investigates class within race, race within place, and place within politics. . . . [He] makes
important points about the structuring of black identities in reaction to racial, class, and gender
hierarchies."--Mary Pattillo-McCoy, American Journal of Sociology

"Gregory's analysis of race, ethnic, and class contacts and cooperation is clear and well written. . . . [A]
welcome addition to the sparse ethnographic literature on middle-class African America."--Choice

"While asserting that race and economics are important elements in the mix that creates and perpetuates poor
communities, [Gregory] believes poverty at root is a political problem regardless of race. A well-documented
analysis that counters prevailing views."--Library Journal

An excellent case study and microanalysis of a single community. It is a well written and documented
confutation of black stereotypes and their communities. . . . A classic piece of urban anthropology."--Wilbur
C. Rich, Isis

From the Back Cover

"Gregory's great insight is to focus on the ways in which the dynamics of class and race inform the actual
patterns of daily struggle in real communities. Black Corona represents a significant contribution to the study
of contemporary black urban life."--Manning Marable, Professor of History and Director, Institute for
Research in African-American Studies, Columbia University

About the Author
Steven Gregory is Associate Professor of Anthropology and Africana Studies at New York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gina Gregg:

The reserve untitled Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community is the publication



that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban
Community from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Reta Zimmer:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book offers high quality.

Elisa Dumont:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer can be Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Deandre Freeman:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As
we know those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. From the book Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community we can have
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by
this book Black Corona: Race and the Politics of Place in an Urban Community. You can more pleasing than
now.
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