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An Age of Tyrants explores an obscure period in the history of the British Isles
often referred to as Sub-Roman Britain. Such a label implies that social and
cultural decline followed the end of Roman imperial control. But Christopher
Snyder shows that Britain developed unique social, political, and religious
institutions during this time.

Snyder's innovative approach involves analysis of both the written and
archaeological record. Looking at contemporary writers such as Patrick and
Gildas, he shows how the cultural and political landscape was changing during
this period. By the waning years of the Roman Empire, Britain was earning a
special reputation as a "province fertile with tyrants." These tyrants dominate the
historical accounts of the fifth and sixth centuries and tell us much about the
transition from magisterial to monarchical power in Britain.

Combining this with what we know from archaeology, Snyder reveals a society
that was a hybrid of indigenous (Celtic), Mediterranean (Roman), and Christian
elements that preceded the coming of the Anglo-Saxons. An appendix explores
how Arthur and Merlin fit into this picture. Snyder's other important findings
include:

• The military arrangements of the Britons owed much to both Roman and Celtic
inspiration.

• The spread of Christianity (and especially monasticism) after 400 was swift and
unhindered by paganism.

• The economy of Britain was not completely coinless and, indeed, was
seemingly vigorous with the revival of trade with Gaul and the Mediterranean.

• The growing cultural antagonism between the Britons and the Saxons would
have far-reaching consequences.
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An Age of Tyrants explores an obscure period in the history of the British Isles often referred to as Sub-
Roman Britain. Such a label implies that social and cultural decline followed the end of Roman imperial
control. But Christopher Snyder shows that Britain developed unique social, political, and religious
institutions during this time.

Snyder's innovative approach involves analysis of both the written and archaeological record. Looking at
contemporary writers such as Patrick and Gildas, he shows how the cultural and political landscape was
changing during this period. By the waning years of the Roman Empire, Britain was earning a special
reputation as a "province fertile with tyrants." These tyrants dominate the historical accounts of the fifth and
sixth centuries and tell us much about the transition from magisterial to monarchical power in Britain.

Combining this with what we know from archaeology, Snyder reveals a society that was a hybrid of
indigenous (Celtic), Mediterranean (Roman), and Christian elements that preceded the coming of the Anglo-
Saxons. An appendix explores how Arthur and Merlin fit into this picture. Snyder's other important findings
include:

• The military arrangements of the Britons owed much to both Roman and Celtic inspiration.

• The spread of Christianity (and especially monasticism) after 400 was swift and unhindered by paganism.

• The economy of Britain was not completely coinless and, indeed, was seemingly vigorous with the revival
of trade with Gaul and the Mediterranean.

• The growing cultural antagonism between the Britons and the Saxons would have far-reaching
consequences.
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Editorial Review

Review

“An Age of Tyrants is a well-crafted and thoughtful survey of a little-known period of British history. It is an
attractive book for lay readers and specialists alike.”

—Frederick C. Suppe, Ball State University

About the Author

Christopher A. Snyder is on the faculty of History and Politics at Marymount University in Arlington,
Virginia. He is the author of Sub-Roman Britain (A.D. 400-600): A Gazetteer of Sites (1996).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hattie Jasso:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled An Age of Tyrants: Britain and the Britons, A.D.
400–600 (Humanities; 1004). Try to the actual book An Age of Tyrants: Britain and the Britons, A.D.
400–600 (Humanities; 1004) as your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone
and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book
makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Brenda Taylor:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this kind of aren't like that. This An Age of Tyrants: Britain and the Britons, A.D. 400–600
(Humanities; 1004) book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to provide to you. The writer associated with An Age of Tyrants: Britain and the Britons, A.D. 400–600
(Humanities; 1004) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking An Age of
Tyrants: Britain and the Britons, A.D. 400–600 (Humanities; 1004) is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?



Glenn Connelly:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this An Age of Tyrants: Britain and the Britons, A.D. 400–600 (Humanities; 1004), you can tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a publication.

Suzanne Robbins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this An Age of Tyrants: Britain and the Britons,
A.D. 400–600 (Humanities; 1004) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
An Age of Tyrants: Britain and the Britons, A.D. 400–600 (Humanities; 1004) as good book not merely by
the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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