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American Cinema/American Culture looks at the interplay between American
cinema and mass culture from the 1890s to 2011. It begins with an examination
of the basic narrative and stylistic features of classical Hollywood cinema. It then
studies the genres of silent melodrama, the musical, American comedy, the
war/combat film, film noir, the western, and the horror and science fiction film,
investigating the way in which movies shape and are shaped by the larger
cultural concerns of the nation as a whole. The book concludes with a discussion
of post World War II Hollywood, giving separate chapter coverage to the effects
of the Cold War, 3D, television, the counterculture of the 1960s, directors from
the film school generation, and the cultural concerns of Hollywood from the
1970s through 2011.

Ideal for Introduction to American Cinema courses, American Film History
courses, and Introductory Film Appreciation courses, this text provides a cultural
overview of the phenomenon of the American movie-going experience.

An updated study guide is also available for American Cinema/American
Culture. Written by Ed Sikov, this guide introduces each topic with an
explanatory overview written in more informal language, suggests screenings and
readings, and offers self-tests. 

Instructors and students can now access their course content through the Connect
digital learning platform by purchasing either standalone Connect access or a
bundle of print and Connect access. McGraw-Hill Connect® is a subscription-
based learning service accessible online through your personal computer or
tablet. Choose this option if your instructor will require Connect to be used in the
course. Your subscription to Connect includes the following:

• SmartBook® - an adaptive digital version of the course textbook that
personalizes your reading experience based on how well you are learning the
content.
• Access to your instructor’s homework assignments, quizzes, syllabus, notes,
reminders, and other important files for the course.
• Progress dashboards that quickly show how you are performing on your
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assignments and tips for improvement.
• The option to purchase (for a small fee) a print version of the book. This
binder-ready, loose-leaf version includes free shipping.

Complete system requirements to use Connect can be found here:
http://www.mheducation.com/highered/platforms/connect/training-support-stude
nts.html
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Editorial Review

About the Author
John Belton, Assistant Professor of English at Rutgers University, is widely admired in film studies for his
work with the National Film Preservation Board. He is the coeditor of Film Sound: Theory and Practice and
the author of Cinema Stylists and The Films of Robert Mitchum.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Candice Delgado:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The American Cinema / American Culture, 4th Edition (FILM) will give you a new experience in looking at
a book.

Dorothy Alvarez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like American Cinema / American Culture,
4th Edition (FILM) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Tyler Dean:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book American Cinema / American Culture, 4th
Edition (FILM) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book American Cinema /
American Culture, 4th Edition (FILM) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Tara Payton:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the



most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book
American Cinema / American Culture, 4th Edition (FILM). You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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