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The third edition of A BIOGRAPHY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
continues to examine the structure of English, from its Indo-European pre-
history, through the invasions that shaped Old and Middle English, through its
speakers' conscious efforts to police it in the Early Modern period, through its
present-day transformations manifest in urban slang and text-messaging. The
textbook explores three important issues: how languages and language change
are systematic; how the inner history of a language is profoundly affected by its
outer history of political and culural events; and how the English of the past has
everywhere left its traces on present-day English. By uncovering the language's
past, one can better use it to communicate as well as speculate about its future
use in ever-changing globalized media.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The book is very well written with a very appealing "voice" and is very clear in its explanations. It focuses
appropriately on the most significant changes in the history of English."

"The text introduces concepts basic to the study of the development of any language, and then uses the
concepts as a lens to specifically view the developmental periods of English."

About the Author
PHD in linguistics and English from Brown University; taught at U of Edinburgh, Univerisite Paul Valery in
Monpelllier, France, and at Huazhon U of Science and Technology in Wuhan, China; recipient of many
awards including a National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, a Metcalf Award for Excellence in
Teaching, and a Humanities Foundation grant. She was a Fellow at the Institute for Advanced Studies in the
Humanities at the University of Edinburgh and was a member of many professional organizations.

Ph.D. from Univ of Iowa; now Director of Medieval Studies at the University of Mississippi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sylvia Dasilva:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled A Biography of the English Language. Try to stumble through book A
Biography of the English Language as your friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Ross Larson:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Adjacent to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve A Biography of the English Language will
make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they could be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or acceptable book with you?



Michelle Mills:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the book untitled A Biography of the English Language can be good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Thelma Davis:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you is A Biography of the English Language this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some study when he makes this
book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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