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Although frequently overlooked between the American Revolution and the Civil
War, the War of 1812 tested a rising generation of American leaders; unified the
United States with a renewed sense of national purpose; and set the stage for
westward expansion from Mackinac Island to the Gulf of Mexico. USS
Constitution, "Old Ironsides," proved the mettle of the fledgling American navy;
Oliver Hazard Perry hoisted a flag boasting, "Don't Give Up the Ship"; and
Andrew Jackson's ragged force stood behind it's cotton bales at New Orleans and
bested the pride of British regulars. Here are the stories of commanding generals
such as America's double-dealing James Wilkinson, Great Britain's gallant Sir
Isaac Brock, Canada's heroine farm wife Laura Secord, and country doctor
William Beanes, whose capture set the stage for Francis Scott Key to write "The
Star-Spangled Banner." During the War of 1812, the United States cast off its
cloak of colonial adolescence and - with both humiliating and glorious moments -
found the fire that was to forge a nation.

This P.S. edition features an extra 16 pages of insights into the book, including
author interviews, recommended reading, and more.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
This thoroughly readable popular history of the War of 1812 may exaggerate in its claim that the war forged
America’s national identity; after all, there were enough regional identities left lying around after the conflict
to cause a national civil war. But otherwise it’s a fine narrative history that traces the major of events of the
war, from the preliminary plots by James Wilkinson and Aaron Burr that revealed the ambitions of
Westerners for territorial expansion, through New England’s secessionist Hartford Convention to the Battle
of New Orleans, which wrapped up the war in 1815. Borneman makes clear that the performance of the
American army was mostly disgraceful, that the Canadians can pat themselves on the back for courage and
endurance and that the decisive victory of the American navy was not the famous frigate duels but the Battle
of Lake Champlain in 1814. Borneman (Alaska: Saga of a Bold Land) is also strong in vivid personal
portraits (the gigantic Winfield Scott and the diminutive and sickly James Madison) and evenhanded as far
as atrocities (too many, by all parties) are concerned. Even the annotation and bibliography of this sound
introduction will propel those whose curiosity is piqued to read further in all directions.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
From the ample literature about the War of 1812, which includes Theodore Roosevelt's minor classic The
Naval War of 1812 (1882), Borneman extracts people and events and integrates them into a popular narrative
of the conflict's campaigns and battles. Ultimately, the war with Great Britain became a stalemate, lending
the conflict the appearance of futility, but historians such as Andrew Jackson biographer Robert Remini
regard the war as a second American war of independence. This is generally Borneman's stance as he relates
the major American grievance against Britain--sits seizures of American sailors and ships. However,
Borneman also makes clear that the drive of aggressive "war hawks" to declare war was rooted in their desire
to capture Canada and Florida. Toss in the horrifically remorseless Creek War, plus Shawnee warrior
Tecumseh's exhortations for a last stand against white settlement, and the result is a geographically spacious
and violent drama. A lively narrator and explainer of a war fought with muskets and sailing ships, Borneman
will be welcomed by military-history readers. Gilbert Taylor
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Walter R. Borneman is the author of Alaska: Saga of a Bold Land, 1812: The War That Forged a Nation,
and several books on the history of the western United States. He lives in Colorado.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marie Heidelberg:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication 1812: The War That Forged a
Nation will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Dennis Ross:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This 1812: The War That
Forged a Nation is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Veronica Lopez:

This 1812: The War That Forged a Nation is great publication for you because the content that is full of
information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences in
it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having 1812: The War That
Forged a Nation in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single.
We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that.
So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt in which?

Kathleen Jones:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of 1812: The War That Forged a Nation can give you a
lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have 1812: The War That Forged a Nation.
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