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A trailblazing philosopher’s exploration of the latest brain science?and its
ethical and practical implications.

What happens when we accept that everything we feel and think stems not from
an immaterial spirit but from electrical and chemical activity in our brains? In
this thought-provoking narrative?drawn from professional expertise aswell as
personal life experiences?trailblazing neurophilosopher Patricia S. Churchland
grounds the philosophy of mind in the essential ingredients of biology. She
reflects with humor on how she came to harmonize science and philosophy, the
mind and the brain, abstract ideals and daily life.

Offering lucid explanations of the neural workings that underlie identity, she
reveals how the latest research into consciousness, memory, and free will can
help us reexamine enduring philosophical, ethical, and spiritual questions: What
shapes our personalities? How do we account for near-death experiences? How
do we make decisions? And why do we feel empathy for others? Recent
scientific discoveries aso provide insights into a fascinating range of real-world
dilemmas?for example, whether an adolescent can be held responsible for his
actions and whether a patient in a coma can be considered a self.

Churchland appreciates that the brain-based understanding of the mind can
unnerve even our greatest thinkers. At a conference she attended, a prominent
philosopher cried out, “I hate the brain; | hate the brain!” But as Churchland
shows, he need not feel this way. Accepting that our brains are the basis of who
we are liberates us from the shackles of superstition. It allows usto take
ourselves seriously as a product of evolved mechanisms, past experiences, and
socia influences. And it gives us hope that we can fix some grievous conditions,
and when we cannot, we can at least understand them with compassion.
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A trailblazing philosopher’s exploration of the latest brain science?and its ethical and practical
implications.

What happens when we accept that everything we feel and think stems not from an immaterial spirit but
from electrical and chemical activity in our brains? In this thought-provoking narrative?drawn from
professional expertise aswell as personal life experiences?railblazing neurophilosopher Patricia S.
Churchland grounds the philosophy of mind in the essentia ingredients of biology. She reflects with humor
on how she came to harmonize science and philosophy, the mind and the brain, abstract ideals and daily life.

Offering lucid explanations of the neural workings that underlie identity, she reveals how the latest research
into consciousness, memory, and free will can help us reexamine enduring philosophical, ethical, and
spiritual questions: What shapes our personalities? How do we account for near-death experiences? How do
we make decisions? And why do we feel empathy for others? Recent scientific discoveries also provide
insights into afascinating range of real-world dilemmas?for example, whether an adolescent can be held
responsible for his actions and whether a patient in a coma can be considered a self.

Churchland appreciates that the brain-based understanding of the mind can unnerve even our greatest
thinkers. At a conference she attended, a prominent philosopher cried out, “1 hate the brain; | hate the brain!”
But as Churchland shows, he need not feel thisway. Accepting that our brains are the basis of who we are
liberates us from the shackles of superstition. It allows us to take ourselves seriously as a product of evolved
mechanisms, past experiences, and socia influences. And it gives us hope that we can fix some grievous
conditions, and when we cannot, we can at least understand them with compassion.

16 illustrations

Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selves By Patricia S. Churchland Bibliography

- Sales Rank: #595632 in Books

- Brand: imusti

- Published on: 2014-07-07

- Original language: English

- Number of items: 1

- Dimensions: 8.30" h x .80" w x 5.50" I, .55 pounds
- Binding: Paperback

- 304 pages

i Download Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selves ...pdf

@ Read Online Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selves ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0393349446




Download and Read Free Online Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selves By Patricia S.
Churchland

Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Davis:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is aways change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It isagood choice for you but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our
Selvesis our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Richard Dunn:

Often the book Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selves has alot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get alot of gain. The book was published by the very famous author. M cdougal
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this book.

Donald Shelby:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selves
guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill
only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selves as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge
book by itsinclude, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Barbara Robbins:

This Touching a Nerve: Our Brains, Our Selvesis completely new way for you who has attention to ook for
some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Touching a Nerve: Our
Brains, Our Selves can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book
isthe answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find what you are



looking for. It should be here for you actually. So, don't misstheideal Just read this e-book sort for your
better life aswell as knowledge.
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