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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

From Locke and Rousseau to Piaget and Bandura, scholars have advanced our understanding of
psychological development. In this lively and readable book, Crain introduces the concepts of a number of
outstanding theorists, giving special attention to the practical applications of their thought.

This Fifth Edition features new discussions of:

Piaget and his critics●

Freud's mechanisms of defense●

Werner and today's push for early literacy instruction●

Schachtel's views on why adults forget early childhood experiences●

The standards movement that dominates contemporary education●

About the Author

William Crain is professor of psychology at the City College of New York and is the editor of the journal,
Encounter: Education for Meaning and Social Justice. He and his wife Ellen F. Crain, a pediatrician, have
three grown children.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

This fifth edition of Theories of Development is basically similar to the earlier editions. Its purpose, once
again, is to introduce students to a variety of theorists, giving special attention to those who have contributed
to that distinctly developmental perspective that began with Rousseau. The book focuses, that is, on writers
who help us understand how development might arise from our inner promptings and spontaneous interests
and how we might view the world differently at different stages of life.

This new edition updates several chapters. Most notably, it discusses recent critiques of Piaget's theory and
the growing research that bears on Schachtel's theory of early memories. The book also suggests how
Werner's holistic approach is becoming increasingly relevant, especially with respect to the current push for
early literacy instruction. Werner's approach cautions us against rushing in to teach reading and writing skills
at young ages. Instead, we should consider all the activities out of which literacy might more naturally
emerge.

In the prior edition, published in 2000, I added an epilogue on the standards and testing movement that was
sweeping the United States. I pointed out that this educational movement was focusing so exclusively on
adults' goals and expectations that it was robbing children of the chance to develop their special strengths at
their own stage of life. It would have been great if the standards movement had subsided since then. Instead,
it has become even more powerful, causing children even more harm, as described in the revised epilogue.

Over the years, many people have contributed to this book. I would like to give special thanks to my wife
Ellen. As always, she provided unwavering support and valuable insight. I also am deeply indebted to our
children. It was initially by watching them that I became so impressed by the growth process I decided to



write this book about it. Our children are grown now, but they continue to offer support and ideas that mean
a great deal to me.

This new edition has benefited from critical readings and suggestions by professors Laurie S. Hunter, Francis
Marion University; Coady Lapierre, Tarleton State University; Chadwick Royal, North Carolina Central
University; and Judith Torney-Purta, the University of Maryland. My brother Stephen Crain, professor of
linguistics at the University of Maryland, once again helped me write the chapter on Chomsky.

I am grateful, finally, to those who have given permission to quote from various sources: W. W. Norton &
Co., Inc., and The Hogarth Press Ltd. granted permission to quote from Erik H. Erikson's Childhood and
Society, 2nd ed., 1963; Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., and Bruno Bettelheim granted permission to quote
from his book, The Empty Fortress, copyright © 1967 by Bruno Bettelheim; Little, Brown, & Co. granted
permission to quote the first stanza of "Growth of Man like growth of Nature" from Poems by Emily
Dickinson, edited by Martha Dickinson Bianchi, © 1957 by Mary L. Hampson; and Family Circle Magazine
granted permission to quote from Louise B. Ames's "Don't push your preschooler," in the December 1971
issue, © 1971, The Family Circle, Inc., all rights reserved. Henry Holt and Company gave permission to
reproduce lines from my 2003 book, Reclaiming Childhood. Credit for the use of illustrations and other
material is given within the text.

William Crain

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bonnie Boyd:

Here thing why this specific Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition)
(MySearchLab Series) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it
depends in the content of it which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Theories of Development:
Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with Theories of
Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series). It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) in e-book can be
your choice.

Michael Ogden:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Theories of Development:
Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) book because book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you



probably know this.

Jose Said:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Theories of Development: Concepts and
Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty
Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series) as good book not
only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle,
so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Margaret Pace:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these
claims Theories of Development: Concepts and Applications (5th Edition) (MySearchLab Series).
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