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Treasured by Buddhists of all traditions, The Way of the Bodhisattva
(Bodhicharyavatara) is a guide to cultivating the mind of enlightenment, and to
generating the qualities of love, compassion, generosity, and patience. This text
has been studied, practiced, and expounded upon in an unbroken tradition for
centuries, first in India, and later in Tibet. Presented in the form of a personal
meditation in verse, it outlines the path of the Bodhisattvas—those who renounce
the peace of individual enlightenment and vow to work for the liberation of all
beings and to attain buddhahood for their sake.

This version, translated from the Tibetan, is a revision by the translators of the
1997 edition. Included are a foreword by His Holiness the Dalai Lama, a new
translator's preface, a thorough introduction, a note on the translation, and three
appendices of commentary by the Nyingma master Kunzang Pelden.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Shantideva was an Indian Buddhist while Buddhism still flourished in India. His great work, the
Bodhicharyavatara, or "Entrance to the Path of Awakening," became a major text of Tibetan Buddhism long
after it went out of circulation in its homeland. It is a handbook on how to realize the nature of existence and
of compassion that arises from such realization. The Dalai Lama said of it, "If I have any understanding of
compassion and the practice of the Bodhisattva path, it is entirely on the basis of this text that I possess it."
Like the Book of Proverbs, the Bodhicharyavatara is a timeless work of wisdom, the longevity of which is
due to the quality of its verse as much as to its wisdom. For the first time, an attempt has been made to
recover that poetic immediacy by rendering the text in iambic lines.

Regard your body as a vessel,
A simple boat for going here and there.
Make of it a wish-fulfilling gem
To bring about the benefit of beings.

With this translation, gleaming in its clarity, a Buddhist classic becomes an English classic. Worthy of
recitation and committing to memory, Shantideva's words on such topics as doing good, reading sutras,
guarding the mind, keeping good company, and on the nature of the mind and reality can take on a life of
their own, to grow and blossom in a new native tongue. The text booms, like the voice of a Shakespearean
actor, as if it were not the bodhisattva but the book itself that proclaims:

And now as long as space endures,
As long as there are beings to be found,
May I continue likewise to remain
To drive away the sorrows of the world.

--Brian Bruya

From Publishers Weekly
One of the many Buddhist masters who have written profoundly and with clarity about the wellsprings of the
Buddhist traditions is Shantideva, a seventh-century Buddhist scholar who taught at Nalanda, one of the
great monastic universities of ancient India. Shantideva's Bodhicharyavatara, one of the foundational texts of
Tibetan Buddhism, deeply influenced the Dalai Lama, who once remarked that his own understanding of the
bodhisattva path is based entirely upon Shantideva's text. Bodhisattvas are beings who renounce nirvana and
vow to work for the welfare of all beings. The Bodhicharyavatara, which means "An Entry Into the
Activities of Enlightenment," is an outline of the path that bodhisattvas should follow as they seek to teach
others the path to nirvana. Thus, this collection contains meditation exercises and moral instruction for
bodhisattvas to practice as they engage in their work. Shantideva's work is required reading for an
understanding of Tibetan Buddhism, and the clarity and crispness of this new translation make it an
accessible way into the world of Tibetan Buddhism.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Shantideva's work is required reading for an understanding of Tibetan Buddhism, and the clarity and
crispness of this new translation makes it an accessible way into the world of Tibetan Buddhism."—



Publishers Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cary Burgess:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Way of the Bodhisattva.
All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other
social media.

Amanda Moberly:

Here thing why this kind of The Way of the Bodhisattva are different and dependable to be yours. First of all
reading a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food
or not. The Way of the Bodhisattva giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no guide that similar with The Way of the Bodhisattva. It gives you thrill
examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The
Way of the Bodhisattva in e-book can be your choice.

Helen Leavitt:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Way of the Bodhisattva your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous
to. The The Way of the Bodhisattva giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head
but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Amanda Bernard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to be go
through. The Way of the Bodhisattva can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those
short spare time problems.
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