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From Nazism to the Sixties counter-culture, from Britain's Fabian socialists to
America's multiculturalists, and from "Dracula" and Freud to Robert Bly and
Madonna, this work examines the idea of declinein Western history and sets out
to explain how the conviction of civilization's inevitable end has become a fixed
part of the modern Western imagination. Through a series of biographical
portraits spanning the 19th and 20th centuries, the author traces the roots of
declinism and aims to shows how major thinkers of the past and present,
including Nietzsche, DuBois, Sartre and Foucault, have contributed to its
development as a coherent ideology of cultural pessimism.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In this ambitious and eminently relevant work of popular intellectual history, Arthur Herman, the coordinator
of the Western civilization program at the Smithsonian I nstitution, makes a broad survey of the literature of
cultural decline and a scatter-shot retort to the purveyors of doom and gloom. Herman attempts to right the
balance unset by panicky prognosticators who either decry the defeat of Western values or herald the
bankruptcy of Enlightenment idealism, despite the unparalleled worldwide ascendance of market economics,
universal human rights, and representational, constitutional government.

Herman is at his best when making erudite replies to today's ill-informed peddlers of doom and gloom. But
when he starts attempting to trace the history of "declinism," to philosophers from Frederick Neitzche to
Martin Heidegger, and writers from Henry Adamsto Robert Bly, his accusations often fall wide of the
intended mark. His assaults on Jean Jacques Rousseau and W.E.B. DuBois will appear particularly unfair to
those familiar with the works of these men, though readers who trust in Herman's abbreviated accounts of
their thinking will be unknowingly misled. The "Great Ideas’ framework Herman defends in the pages of
this book ought to prize the close reading of important texts as much as it seeks to protect a sacrosanct canon
or astatic notion of prized ideals. Great ideas after all stand up to close attention. Herman's book conveys a
confidence in the values of the Western tradition, but in making its argument, it inspires a casual disrespect
from the works of other arguably great thinkers and artists based on Herman's swift survey--a dubious
achievement and troublesome side effect of this challenging book.

From Library Journal

Herman, coordinator of the Western Civilization Program at the Smithsonian, argues, like Gress (above), that
despite the West emerging triumphant from the Cold War, intellectuals continue to predict pessimistically
the decline of the West as they have since the days of Nietzsche and Spengler. Modern society is aways
"materialistic, spiritually bankrupt, and devoid of human values. Modern people are always displaced,
rootless, psychologically scarred, and isolated from one another." (LJ 2/15/97)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Herman recaps the two-century-long tradition of criticism of Western civilization in this readable piece of
intellectual history. He covers two historians most closely identified with predicting decline, Oswald
Spengler and Arnold Toynbee, and also brings forth less famous prognosticators of the doom of the West.
Most were, as Herman summarizes their works and ideas, concerned about racial degeneration: few have
heard the name Gobineau, a mid-nineteenth-century reactionary, but knowledge of him and similar writers
who felt they could identify an Aryan "race," and deplored its alleged vitiation, gives readers one source of
Nazi ideas. Shifting gears, Herman devotes along chapter to the career of W. E. B. DuBaois, particularly his
embrace of Marxism, apparently as an example of how intellectuals (subsequently, Sartre, Marcuse, and
Foucault) used the twentieth century's most common theoretical apparatus for critiquing a decadent West.
Ending with multiculturalist and environmentalist ideas and their promoters' somewhat unconscious echoing
of nineteenth-century ideas, Herman provides an accessible survey for the serious nonacademic. Gilbert
Taylor

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

George Cornelius:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich can be always change and progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Idea of Decline in Western
History is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wishinthisera

Claudia Weidner:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
freetime/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the guide untitled The Idea of Decline in Western History can be great book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Sanjuanita M echam:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended to
you is The Idea of Decline in Western History this e-book consist alot of the information on the condition of
thisworld now. This specific book was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that
writer make usage of to explainit is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. Thisiswhy this book appropriate all of you.

Mark Smith:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people fedl that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but also novel and The Idea of Decline in Western History or perhaps
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would
like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Idea of Decline in Western History to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like
here.
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