
Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The
Evolution of British and American Ideas
about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945
(Princeton Studies in International History
and Politics)

By Tami Davis Biddle

Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and
American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) By Tami Davis Biddle

A major revision of our understanding of long-range bombing, this book
examines how Anglo-American ideas about "strategic" bombing were formed
and implemented. It argues that ideas about bombing civilian targets rested on--
and gained validity from--widespread but substantially erroneous assumptions
about the nature of modern industrial societies and their vulnerability to aerial
bombardment. These assumptions were derived from the social and political
context of the day and were maintained largely through cognitive error and bias.
Tami Davis Biddle explains how air theorists, and those influenced by them,
came to believe that strategic bombing would be an especially effective coercive
tool and how they responded when their assumptions were challenged.

Biddle analyzes how a particular interpretation of the World War I experience,
together with airmen's organizational interests, shaped interwar debates about
strategic bombing and preserved conceptions of its potentially revolutionary
character. This flawed interpretation as well as a failure to anticipate
implementation problems were revealed as World War II commenced. By then,
the British and Americans had invested heavily in strategic bombing. They saw
little choice but to try to solve the problems in real time and make long-range
bombing as effective as possible.

Combining narrative with analysis, this book presents the first-ever comparative
history of British and American strategic bombing from its origins through 1945.
In examining the ideas and rhetoric on which strategic bombing depended, it
offers critical insights into the validity and robustness of those ideas--not only as
they applied to World War II but as they apply to contemporary warfare.
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A major revision of our understanding of long-range bombing, this book examines how Anglo-American
ideas about "strategic" bombing were formed and implemented. It argues that ideas about bombing civilian
targets rested on--and gained validity from--widespread but substantially erroneous assumptions about the
nature of modern industrial societies and their vulnerability to aerial bombardment. These assumptions were
derived from the social and political context of the day and were maintained largely through cognitive error
and bias. Tami Davis Biddle explains how air theorists, and those influenced by them, came to believe that
strategic bombing would be an especially effective coercive tool and how they responded when their
assumptions were challenged.

Biddle analyzes how a particular interpretation of the World War I experience, together with airmen's
organizational interests, shaped interwar debates about strategic bombing and preserved conceptions of its
potentially revolutionary character. This flawed interpretation as well as a failure to anticipate
implementation problems were revealed as World War II commenced. By then, the British and Americans
had invested heavily in strategic bombing. They saw little choice but to try to solve the problems in real time
and make long-range bombing as effective as possible.

Combining narrative with analysis, this book presents the first-ever comparative history of British and
American strategic bombing from its origins through 1945. In examining the ideas and rhetoric on which
strategic bombing depended, it offers critical insights into the validity and robustness of those ideas--not only
as they applied to World War II but as they apply to contemporary warfare.
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Editorial Review

Review
Anyone interested in understanding the United States Air Force's bombing operations in Iraq, Bosnia,
Kosovo, and Afghanistan over the past decade should begin by reading this book. Today's aircraft and
weapons differ dramatically from those used over the western front in World War I, but--as Tami Davis
Biddle points out--ideas about strategic bombing from that era have remained remarkably resilient. . . .
Biddle's work should be read by anyone interested in understanding the shaping of ideas behind the use of
military force and how these ideas ultimately affect political decisions.

From the Publisher
One of Choice's Outstanding Academic Titles for 2002

From the Inside Flap
"Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare is very well written and exhaustively researched, blending primary and
secondary sources in a way that will satisfy both professional historians and those who read history for
pleasure. In the wake of debates about the bombings of Vietnam and of Serbia, its subject remains topical.
Participants in such debates will find this an important book, as will political scientists, strategic analysts,
and policymakers."--George Quester, University of Maryland

"This will be the best overall treatment of Anglo-American bombing policy that we will see for a long time.
Finely written, it will have a wide readership among scholars, students, and members of the interested
public."--Robert Jervis, Columbia University

"This book is a broad overview of a very important subject. Biddle's goal is to make sense of the big picture,
and this is precisely what she succeeds in doing. Her judgments are honest and fair. She has an eye for
striking pieces of information, and this ultimately is what gives the book its distinctive flavor. In short, this is
a very impressive and useful piece of work."--Marc Trachtenberg, University of California, Los Angeles

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Tucker:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and
American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and
Politics). Try to the actual book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American
Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) as your
buddy. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.



George Kirby:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Rhetoric and Reality in
Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton
Studies in International History and Politics) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to
know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The
Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in
International History and Politics) become your current starter.

Melvin Bragg:

As we know that book is important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This guide Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American
Ideas about Strategic Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) was
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Willie Alford:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as
of book Rhetoric and Reality in Air Warfare: The Evolution of British and American Ideas about Strategic
Bombing, 1914-1945 (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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