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As soon asit appeared, How to Read the Bible was recognized as a masterwork,
“awesome, thrilling” (The New York Times), “wonderfully interesting, extremely
well presented” (The Washington Post), and “atour de force...a stunning
narrative” (Publishers Weekly). Now in its tenth year of publication, the book
remains the clearest, most inviting and readable guide to the Hebrew Bible
around—and a profound meditation on the effect that modern biblical scholarship
has had on traditional belief.

Moving chapter by chapter, Harvard professor James Kugel coversthe Bible's
most significant stories—the Creation of the world, Adam and Eve, Cain and
Abel, Noah and the flood, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and his wives, Moses and
the exodus, David's mighty kingdom, plus the writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
the other prophets, and on to the Babylonian conquest and the eventual return to
Zion.

Throughout, Kugel contrasts the way modern scholars understand these events
with the way Christians and Jews have traditionally understood them. The latter
isnot, Kugel shows, a naive reading; rather, it is the product of a school of
sophisticated interpreters who flourished toward the end of the biblical period.
These highly ideological readers sought to put their own spin on texts that had
been around for centuries, utterly transforming them in the process. Their
interpretations became what the Bible meant for centuries and centuries—until
modern scholarship came along. The question that this book ultimately asksis:
What how? As one reviewer wrote, Kugel’s answer provides “a contemporary
model of how to read Sacred Scripture amidst the oppositional pulls of modern
scholarship and tradition.”
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As soon as it appeared, How to Read the Bible was recognized as a masterwork, “awesome, thrilling” (The
New York Times), “wonderfully interesting, extremely well presented” (The Washington Post), and “atour de
force...a stunning narrative” (Publishers Weekly). Now in its tenth year of publication, the book remains the
clearest, most inviting and readable guide to the Hebrew Bible around—and a profound meditation on the
effect that modern biblical scholarship has had on traditional belief.

Moving chapter by chapter, Harvard professor James Kugel coversthe Bible's most significant stories—the
Creation of the world, Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah and the flood, Abraham and Sarah, Jacob and
his wives, Moses and the exodus, David' s mighty kingdom, plus the writings of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and the
other prophets, and on to the Babylonian conquest and the eventual return to Zion.

Throughout, Kugel contrasts the way modern scholars understand these events with the way Christians and
Jews have traditionally understood them. The latter is not, Kugel shows, a naive reading; rather, it isthe
product of a school of sophisticated interpreters who flourished toward the end of the biblical period. These
highly ideological readers sought to put their own spin on texts that had been around for centuries, utterly
transforming them in the process. Their interpretations became what the Bible meant for centuries and
centuries—until modern scholarship came along. The question that this book ultimately asksis: What now?
Asone reviewer wrote, Kugel’s answer provides “a contemporary model of how to read Sacred Scripture
amidst the oppositional pulls of modern scholarship and tradition.”
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From reader reviews:
Edward Gilbert:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a publication will give you alot of
new details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now, you can tells your family, friends aswell as
soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Anthony Brown:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get alot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyonein thisworld can easily share
their idea. Books can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them isthis
How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now.

Arthur Coe:

This How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else aways deal with world and still have to make
decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can point
out no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer
you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So, thisis good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?



Jacqueline Thompson:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photos on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that
on this age, many waysto get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this How to Read the Bible: A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now can make you truly feel
more interested to read.
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