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Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas is a groundbreaking examination of
the art and legends of some of the most colorful characters in South Asian and
Himalayan civilization. With contributions by ten of the most prominent scholars
in the field, this catalog provides both a survey of the topic of mah?siddhas
(Sanskrit, “mah?” meaning “great” and “siddha” meaning “accomplished one”)
in art as well as essays on particular aspects of the theme, including literary,
religious, sociological, and anthropological dimensions.

These mahasiddhas were instrumental in transmitting tantric Buddhism from
India to the Himalayas between the seventh and eleventh centuries. Their legends
are filled with miracles and eccentric behavior, which in the end is interpreted as
not mere indulgence or insanity but the wisdom of direct religious, mystic
experience.

At the heart of the enduring appeal of these saintly tricksters are stories told in
prose and in poetry. Vivid and entertaining, the tales told here are set in palaces
and huts, in villages and fields, and on the road. They tell of great frustrations
and wonderful epiphanies, of the ordinary and the extraordinary expressed in
compelling visual imagery.

The catalog provides a survey of the format of mahasiddha art, the contexts and
purposes for which the art was originally made. It features complete sets of
paintings and sculptures — in some cases reconstituting groups that have been
dispersed into different Western museum collections. More than a hundred works
of art are included, from Indian miniatures to contemporary photographs of
ascetics, from Nepalese clay sculptures to Tibetan woodblock prints, palm-leaf
manuscripts and lifesize bronze sculpture. The various works are compared with
art still surviving in situ to give a wide view of this important and charismatic
type of religious teacher, one that inspired generations of artists.
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Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas is a groundbreaking examination of the art and legends of some
of the most colorful characters in South Asian and Himalayan civilization. With contributions by ten of the
most prominent scholars in the field, this catalog provides both a survey of the topic of mah?siddhas
(Sanskrit, “mah?” meaning “great” and “siddha” meaning “accomplished one”) in art as well as essays on
particular aspects of the theme, including literary, religious, sociological, and anthropological dimensions.

These mahasiddhas were instrumental in transmitting tantric Buddhism from India to the Himalayas between
the seventh and eleventh centuries. Their legends are filled with miracles and eccentric behavior, which in
the end is interpreted as not mere indulgence or insanity but the wisdom of direct religious, mystic
experience.

At the heart of the enduring appeal of these saintly tricksters are stories told in prose and in poetry. Vivid and
entertaining, the tales told here are set in palaces and huts, in villages and fields, and on the road. They tell of
great frustrations and wonderful epiphanies, of the ordinary and the extraordinary expressed in compelling
visual imagery.

The catalog provides a survey of the format of mahasiddha art, the contexts and purposes for which the art
was originally made. It features complete sets of paintings and sculptures — in some cases reconstituting
groups that have been dispersed into different Western museum collections. More than a hundred works of
art are included, from Indian miniatures to contemporary photographs of ascetics, from Nepalese clay
sculptures to Tibetan woodblock prints, palm-leaf manuscripts and lifesize bronze sculpture. The various
works are compared with art still surviving in situ to give a wide view of this important and charismatic type
of religious teacher, one that inspired generations of artists.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Collis:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Holy
Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Donna Beckman:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric
Siddhas is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Maria Asbury:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the e-book untitled Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas can be fine book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Alan Sours:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Holy Madness: Portraits of Tantric Siddhas.



You can more desirable than now.
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