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The very heart of the Islamic tradition is love; no other word adequately captures
the quest for transformation that lies at this tradition’s center. So argues esteemed
professor of medieval Islam William C. Chittick in this survey of the extensive
Arabic and Persian literature on topics ranging from the Qur’an up through the
twelfth century. Bringing to light extensive foundational Persian sources never
before presented, Chittick draws on more than a thousand pages of newly
translated material to depict the rich prose literature at the center of Islamic
thought.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Chittick is arguably the best scholar and translator of Classical Islamic Mysticism (Sufism) the Western
World has ever produced. His books are sheer gold. But this latest work is a masterwork studded with unique
spiritual gems on love.”—H.R.H. Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad, author of Love in the Holy Qur’an
(H.R.H. Prince Ghazi bin Muhammad)

“This masterpiece is the finest scholarly study of love in Islam ever produced.  Chittick’s brilliant theo-
philosophical analysis encompasses all the great Islamic thinkers and offers an urgent message not just for
historians of religion, but for all Muslims and for those of every faith tradition.”—Stephen G. Post, Stony
Brook University
(Stephen G. Post)

“Rendering a vast Arabic and Persian repertoire into lucid English allows William Chittick to display how
central love is in the Islamic tradition.  Persian masters Maybudi and Sam’ânî open worlds of poetic
theological reflection, detailing the origin of love, a life of love, and the goal of love.”—David Burrell,
University of Notre Dame
(David Burrell)

“A profound addition to our understanding of Sufism.  It will be yet another long-standing contribution in the
magnificent career of William Chittick, and another confirmation of his status as one of the very leading
scholars of Sufism today.”—Omid Safi, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
(Omid Safi)

“The classic Sufi poets of divine and human love—Rumi, Hafez, Attar and others—are by now familiar
figures. William Chittick’s book beautifully introduces the earlier Persian (and Arabic) prose writers on love
who provide the background for that love-poetry, and whose “theology of love” shaped the popular
understanding of Islam through the centuries.”—James W. Morris, Boston College
(James W. Morris)

Selected as a Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2013 in the Religion Category.
(Outstanding Academic Title Choice 2014-01-21)

About the Author

William C. Chittick, professor of religious studies at Stony Brook University, is a leading translator and
interpreter of classical Islamic texts.  His books include The Sufi Path of Love and In Search of the Lost
Heart.  He lives in Mount Sinai, NY.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jeremy Smith:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Divine Love: Islamic Literature and the Path to God was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.

James Shafer:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Divine Love: Islamic Literature and the Path to God
was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Divine Love: Islamic Literature and
the Path to God has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading that will.

Gladys James:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of
book Divine Love: Islamic Literature and the Path to God. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Richard Manning:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Divine Love: Islamic Literature and the Path to
God to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression
about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and
learn it. Beside that the book Divine Love: Islamic Literature and the Path to God can to be your brand new
friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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