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In the mid-1980s the sprouting of new movements that had driven modern art
since the nineteenth century finally went dormant, sputtering out with a last few
half-hearted lels ('pattern painting', 'neo-geo', 'commodity art'). But this was not
the end of art history -- far from it.  In the years since, art's creative development
has remained more vibrant than ever, resulting in a staggering diversity of new
forms.

Defining Contemporary Art responds to this unique landscape with an innovative
approach to art history. Assembled and written by eight of the most prominent
curators working today, all of whom have both witnessed and shaped this period,
Defining Contemporary Art tells the story of the two hundred pivotal artworks of
the past twenty-five years. These artworks include not only the most talked out
pieces but also the quietly influential works, those which may have been
overlooked at the time of their making but which went on to change the paradigm
of their era. Arranged year by year, these two hundred works provide a true
chronological depiction of creativity in our era, forming a mosaic in which
readers may find their own patterns..
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'commodity art'). But this was not the end of art history -- far from it.  In the years since, art's creative
development has remained more vibrant than ever, resulting in a staggering diversity of new forms.

Defining Contemporary Art responds to this unique landscape with an innovative approach to art history.
Assembled and written by eight of the most prominent curators working today, all of whom have both
witnessed and shaped this period, Defining Contemporary Art tells the story of the two hundred pivotal
artworks of the past twenty-five years. These artworks include not only the most talked out pieces but also
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Editorial Review

Review
". . .the reader is tempted with an array of dazzling images and supporting essays to tease out their own grand
narratives. Whether you are an art historian, collector or a casual art peruser, this survey of the past 25 years
from a curatorial perspective is certainly a feast for the eyes." - The Huffington Post

". . .not only addresses the obstacle of pinning down the nebulous term "contemporary art," but also manages
to pull off a legible presentation of it in a single book. . .Ultimately, Defining Contemporary Art functions as
both a demonstration of contemporary curation and a poly-contextualized historical view." - Art Log

About the Author
Daniel Birnbaum is Director of the Moderna Museet in Stockholm.  Formerly Curator of Portikus and Rektor
at the Staedelschule in Frankfurt, he has also organized numerous international exhibitions, including the
52nd Venice Biennale (2009) and the 1st Moscow Biennial (2004).

Cornelia Butler is Curator of Drawings at the Museum of Modern Art in New York. From 1996 to 2005 she
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Suzanne Cotter is Curator of Exhibitions at the Guggenheim Abu  Dhabi.  From 2002 to 2010 she was Senior
Curator of Modern Art Oxford, where her exhibitions included 'Out of Beirut' (2006) and 'Pawel Althamer:
Common Task' (2009).  In 2011 she co-curated the 10th Sharjah Biennial.
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since 1984 and served on the teams responsible for Aperto at the Venice Biennale in 1993 and the 2003
Biennale de Lyon. From 2003-06 he was Curatorial Advisor at PS1 Contemporary Art Center in New York.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Molly Marquis:

This Defining Contemporary Art: 25 Years in 200 Pivotal Artworks usually are reliable for you who want to
be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Defining Contemporary Art: 25 Years in 200
Pivotal Artworks can be among the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Defining Contemporary Art: 25 Years in 200 Pivotal Artworks giving you an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your
day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Francis Garcia:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or maybe
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book Defining Contemporary Art: 25 Years in 200 Pivotal Artworks it is
extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
possesses high quality.

Tracy Painter:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Defining Contemporary Art: 25 Years in 200 Pivotal Artworks why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

James Fitzpatrick:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Defining Contemporary Art: 25
Years in 200 Pivotal Artworks can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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